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STATE OF NEW YORK
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May 14, 2018

Introduced by M of A BRONSON -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Health

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to making care and
services provided by licensed nental health practitioners eligible for
coverage under the Medicaid program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem

bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative intent. \Whereas Medicaid covers mental health
services in New York state to psychiatrists, psychol ogists and soci al
wor kers, Medicai d does not recognize New York state |icensed nental
health practitioners as providers within the Medicaid program Mental
health practitioners are often the only mental health providers in urban
underserved minority conmmunities. Acritical result of this lack of
providers is that minority comunities bear a disproportionate nunber of
burdens of nental health disabilities and inadequately treated nental
heal t h di sorders. Excluding nmental health practitioners from treating
Medi cai d beneficiaries with untreated mental illness puts such benefi ci -
aries disproportionately at risk for engagenent wth the crimnal
justice system This puts individuals, famlies and comunities at risk
of harm Approxi mately 26 percent of adults experience a di agnosabl e
behavi oral health di sorder each year, and researchers have reported 20
percent of adol escents di splay psychol ogi cal problens. Behavioral health
disorders, ranging from inattention to violence are often a result of
t hose psychol ogi cal probl ens.

Mental health practitioners are valuable providers of nental health
services in New York state. Unfortunately Medicaid does not recognize
their inportant contribution to the present health care delivery system

8 2. Subdivision 2 of section 365-a of the social services law is
anmended by addi ng a new paragraph (ff) to read as foll ows:

(ff) care and services provided by nental health practitioners

i censed pursuant to article one hundred sixty-three of the education
[ aw.

8 3. This act shall take effect on the ninety-first day after it shal
have becone a | aw.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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