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STATE OF NEW YORK

10600
May 8, 2018
Introduced by M of A GOTTFRIED -- read once and referred to the
Conmi ttee on Education
AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to requiring public

schools to of fer plant-based food options in food service

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education law is anmended by adding a new section 915-a
to read as foll ows:

8 915-a. Plant-based food options. 1. Upon request by a student or
person in parental relation to the student, every public school shal
offer the student a plant-based food option as an alternative to every
neal or snack offered in food service to the student. The plant-based
food option shall be offered at no additional cost to the student beyond
what woul d be charged for a conparabl e non-pl ant-based food option.

2. The school shall respond in a reasonable manner and tinme to any
request nmde under this section, consistent with quidance by schoo
authorities. The request shall be effective for every school neal or

snack in which the student is reasonably expected to participate. This
section does not preclude the offering of plant-based food options to
students who have not requested it, and does not preclude an individua
who has requested a plant-based food option fromselecting a non-plant-
based food option.

3. As used in this section:

(a) "Plant-based food option" neans food or beverages that are free of
animal products and, as relates to the "protein" portion of a neal,
recognized by the United States Departnent of Agriculture as a neat
alternate for purposes of the national school |unch program

(b) "Animal product" neans neat. poultry, seafood, dairy, eggs., honey,
and any derivative thereof.

4. In inplenmenting this section, the school and school authorities
shall consult wth the school district nutrition advisory committee
under section nine hundred eighteen of this article, where applicable.

8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately and shall apply to public
school food service beginning with the school year, as defined in the
education |l aw, beginning one year after it shall have becone a | aw

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onitted.
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