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Introduced by M of A GANIT -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Gover nment al Enpl oyees

AN ACT to anend the civil service law, in relation to internal investi-
gative standards and practices for police officers

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The civil service law is amended by adding a new section
204-b to read as foll ows:

8 204-b. Internal investigative standards and practices for police
officers. 1. The leqgislature hereby finds and declares that the conduct
and conpetence of police officers are matters of vital inportance to
public safety and welfare and to the mintenance of civil society.
These matters are effected with the highest public interest.

2. Notwithstanding any inconsistent provision of law, the follow ng
procedures shall apply to investigations of the conduct of a police
officer by any police agency. notw thstanding any contrary provision of
any collective bargaining agreenent. Any collective bargaini ng agreenent
or portion thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this section is
hereby declared to be void as against public policy.

3. Any investigation into the conduct of a police officer shall be
conducted as foll ows:

(a) questioning and investigation of officers shall comence inmme-
diately upon the occurrence of cause therefor;

(b) whenever nore than one officer is to be investigated or ques-
tioned, all of the involved officers shall be questioned separately:;

(c) no prelimnary or unofficial statenents shall be taken

(d) all statenents shall be recorded verbatinm and

(e) questioning and investigation of non-officer witnesses shal
commence i medi ately upon the occurrence of cause therefor.

8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.
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