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2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 7, 2015

I ntroduced by Sens. AVELLA, PANEPI NTO -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be cormitted to the Comrittee on Local Governnent
-- reported favorably fromsaid conmttee, ordered to first and second
report, ordered to a third reading, anended and ordered reprinted,
retaining its place in the order of third reading

AN ACT to anend the volunteer firefighters' benefit |aw and the vol un-
teer anbul ance workers' benefit law, in relation to the paynment of
death benefits

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The volunteer firefighters' benefit law is anended by
addi ng a new section 7-b to read as foll ows:

S 7-B. PAYMENT OF DEATH BENEFITS. 1. ALL DEATH BENEFI TS PAYABLE UNDER
SECTI ON SEVEN OF THI' S ARTI CLE SHALL BE PAID TO THE PERSON OR PERSONS
ENTI TLED TO SUCH BENEFIT WTH N NI NETY DAYS OF THE DATE SUCH PERSON OR
PERSONS FI LES AN APPLI CATION WTH THE WORKERS' COWVPENSATION BOARD TO
RECEI VE SUCH BENEFI T, EXCEPT | F THE EMPLOYER OR | NSURANCE CARRI ER FI LES
A NOTI CE OF CONTROVERSY WTH THE CHAIR OF THE WORKERS'  COVPENSATI ON
BOARD | N ACCORDANCE WTH SECTION TVWENTY-FI VE OF THE WORKERS' COVPEN-
SATI ON LAW PROVIDED THAT | F THERE IS A DI SCREPANCY IN THE CLAIM FOR
BENEFI TS THAT WOULD PREVENT THE CLAI M FROM BEI NG PROCESSED W THI N NI NETY
DAYS, THE WORKERS'  COVPENSATI ON BOARD SHALL PROVI DE WRI TTEN NOTI CE TO
THE CLAI MANT W THI N SUCH NI NETY DAY PERI OD EXPLAINING THE DI SCREPANCY
AND WHY THE CLAI M CANNOT BE PROCESSED W THI N THE NI NETY DAY PERI OD.

2. THE WORKERS' COWVPENSATI ON BOARD SHALL CONDUCT OUTREACH SERVI CES TO
PROVI DE COORDI NATED | NFORVATI ON TO THE PERSON OR PERSONS ENTITLED TO A
DEATH BENEFI T PAYABLE UNDER SECTION SEVEN OF THI S ARTI CLE REGARDI NG
ASS| STANCE AVAI LABLE TO HELP SUCH PERSON OR PERSONS W TH THE DEATH BENE-
FIT PROGRAM S APPLI CATI ON PROCEDURES.

S 2. The vol unteer anbul ance workers' benefit |law is anended by addi ng
a new section 7-b to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 7-B. PAYMENT OF DEATH BENEFITS. 1. ALL DEATH BENEFI TS PAYABLE UNDER
SECTION SEVEN OF THI'S ARTICLE SHALL BE PAID TO THE PERSON OR PERSONS
ENTI TLED TO SUCH BENEFI T W THI N NI NETY DAYS OF THE DATE SUCH PERSON OR
PERSONS FILES AN APPLI CATION W TH THE WORKERS' COVPENSATI ON BOARD TO
RECEI VE SUCH BENEFI T, EXCEPT | F THE EMPLOYER OR | NSURANCE CARRI ER FI LES
A NOTI CE OF CONTROVERSY WTH THE CHAIR OF THE WORKERS  COVPENSATI ON
BOARD I N ACCORDANCE WTH SECTION TVWENTY-FI VE OF THE WORKERS' COVPEN-
SATI ON LAW PROVIDED THAT | F THERE IS A DI SCREPANCY IN THE CLAIM FOR
BENEFI TS THAT WOULD PREVENT THE CLAI M FROM BEI NG PROCESSED W THI N NI NETY
DAYS, THE WORKERS'  COVPENSATI ON BOARD SHALL PROVI DE WRI TTEN NOTI CE TO
THE CLAI MANT W THI N SUCH NI NETY DAY PERI OD EXPLAINING THE DI SCREPANCY
AND WHY THE CLAI M CANNOT BE PROCESSED W THI N THE NI NETY DAY PERI OD.

2. THE WORKERS' COWPENSATI ON BOARD SHALL CONDUCT OUTREACH SERVI CES TO
PROVI DE COORDI NATED | NFORVATI ON TO THE PERSON OR PERSONS ENTITLED TO A
DEATH BENEFI T PAYABLE UNDER SECTION SEVEN OF THI S ARTI CLE REGARDI NG
ASS| STANCE AVAI LABLE TO HELP SUCH PERSON OR PERSONS W TH THE DEATH BENE-
FIT PROGRAM S APPLI CATI ON PROCEDURES.

S 3. This act shall take effect immediately.



