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STATE OF NEW YORK

7986
I N SENATE
June 2, 2016

Introduced by Sen. AVELLA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to requiring public
schools to display a poster depicting the first aid procedures used to
treat upper airway obstructions by foreign objects

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. It is inportant that teachers, adm nis-
trators and students in the state of New York are well informed about
first aid responses to treat wupper airway obstructions by foreign
objects as it is reported that at |east one child dies from choking on
food every five days in the United States, and nore than 10,000 children
are taken to a hospital emergency room each year for food-choking inju-
ries. It is the intent of this legislature to help prevent future deaths
resulting from upper airway obstructions by expanding the choking
prevention requirenent of section 2500-i of the public health | aw, known
as J.T."'s Law, by requiring public schools to post a visible poster that
graphically depicts the first aid procedures used to treat upper airway
obstructions caused by food or foreign objects.

S 2. The education law is anended by adding a new section 409-1 to
read as foll ows:

S 409-L. CHOKING POSTER 1. EVERY PUBLIC SCHOOL | NCLUDI NG CHARTER
SCHOOLS SHALL POST A VI SI BLE POSTER GRAPHI CALLY DEPI CTING THE FIRST AID
PROCEDURES USED TO TREAT UPPER Al RWAY OBSTRUCTI ONS CAUSED BY FOOD OR
FOREI GN OBJECTS, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO BACK BLOW5, ABDOM NAL
THRUSTS AND CHEST COWVPRESSI ONS.

2. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL ADOPT RULES AND REGULATI ONS | N CONSULTATI ON
W TH THE COW SSI ONER OF HEALTH RELATING TO THE POSTING REQU RED BY
SUBDI VISION ONE OF THI S SECTI ON. SUCH RULES AND REGULATI ONS SHALL BE
CONSI STENT W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ON TWO THOUSAND FI VE HUNDRED- | OF
THE PUBLI C HEALTH LAW RELATED TO CH LD FOOD CHOKING PREVENTION. SUCH
RULES AND REGULATI ONS SHALL REQUI RE THAT A POSTER BE DI SPLAYED | N EACH
ESTABLI SHVENT WHERE FOOD | S SOLD AND | N SPACES DESI GNATED SPECI FI CALLY
AS EATING AREAS, |INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO SCHOOL CAFETERI AS AND

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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PROVI DED FURTHER THAT SUCH POSTER SHALL BE APPROVED BY THE COWM SSI ONER
OF HEALTH I N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE COWM SSI ONER.

3. NOTHI NG CONTAINED IN THI S SECTI ON SHALL | MPOSE ANY AFFI RVATI VE DUTY
TO ACT IN COWLI ANCE WTH THE POSTER. A SCHOOL DI STRI CT, BOARD OF COOP-
ERATI VE EDUCATI ONAL SERVI CES ANDY OR THEIR EMPLOYEES OR OTHER PERSON
SHALL | NCUR NO LEGAL OR FINANCI AL LIABILITY AS A RESULT OF ANY HARM OR
| NJURY SUSTAI NED BY A STUDENT OR OTHER PERSON CAUSED BY REASONABLE AND
GOOD FAI TH COVPLI ANCE W TH THI' S SECTI ON.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective i Mmedi at e-
ly, the comm ssioner of education is authorized to pronul gate any and
all rules and regulations and take any other neasures necessary to
i mpl enent this act on its effective date on or before such date.



