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STATE OF NEW YORK

7646
I N SENATE
May 12, 2016

Introduced by Sen. LAVALLE -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on H gher Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing the "help
i ndi vi dual s reach enpl oynent progrant (H RE)

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education law is anended by adding a new section 355-d
to read as foll ows:

S 355-D. HELP | NDI VI DUALS REACH EMPLOYMENT. 1. THE "HELP | NDI VI DUALS
REACH EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM' (H RE) | S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED TO PROVI DE ADDI -
TI ONAL SKILLS FOR COLLEGE GRADUATES TO | NCREASE THEI R EMPLOYMENT MARKET-
ABI LI TY AND ATTAI N SUCCESSFUL JOB PLACEMENT.

2. TO BE ELI A BLE TO PARTI CI PATE IN THE H RE PROGRAM AN APPL| CANT
SHALL HAVE: (A) RECEI VED AN UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE FROM THE STATE UNI VER-
SITY OF NEW YORK AND HAVE ACHI EVED A GRADE PO NT AVERAGE OF 3.0 OR H G+
ER, (B) COWPLETED THEI R DEGREE | N NO MORE THAN FI VE YEARS, OR SI X YEARS
|F THE DEGREE TYPI CALLY REQUI RES FI VE YEARS; (C) COWLETED AN APPROVED
EXPERI ENTI AL LEARNI NG ACTI VI TY, AS DEFI NED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES; (D)
GRADUATED AND SOUGHT EMPLOYMENT FOR AT LEAST SIX MONTHS PRIOR TO THE
DATE OF APPLICATION, (E) BEEN UNSUCCESSFUL | N OBTAINING FULL-TI ME
EMPLOYMENT; (F) PROVI DED DOCUMENTATI ON THAT SUCH APPLI CANT HAS SOUGHT
EMPLOYMENT FOR SUCH A JOB IN NEW YORK STATE; AND (G APPLI ED FOR THE
DEGREE ENHANCEMENT FOR EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM W THI N ONE YEAR AFTER THE DATE
OF GRADUATI ON.

3. THE TRUSTEES OF THE STATE UNI VERSI TY OF NEW YORK SHALL ESTABLI SH OR
| DENTI FY EXI STI NG CERTI FI CATE PROGRAMS THAT PROVI DE SKILLS FOR COLLEGE
GRADUATES TO ENHANCE THEI R EMPLOYMENT MARKETABI LI TY THAT ARE TAI LORED TO
JOB MARKET NEEDS WH CH SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO ALL ELI G BLE APPLI -
CANTS FREE OF CHARGE TO SUCH APPLI CANT. THE TRUSTEES SHALL PROMULGATE
RULES AND REGULATIONS | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR TO
ENSURE SUCH PROGRAMS ARE ALI GNED W TH JOB MARKET AND | NDUSTRY NEEDS. |F
THE STATE UN VERSITY OF NEW YORK DOES NOT CURRENTLY OFFER CERTI FI CATE
PROGRAMS THAT MEET THE REQUI REMENTS OF THIS SECTION, OR |F CURRENT
CERTI FI CATE PROGRAMS ARE AT CAPACI TY OR CAN NOT BE EXPANDED TO ADM T ALL

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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ELI G BLE APPLI CANTS, SUCH PROGRAMS MAY BE OFFERED I N AN ON- LI NE FORVAT
TO SATI SFY THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI S SECTI ON.

4. |F THE COLLEGE FROM WHI CH THE APPLI CANT GRADUATED CURRENTLY OFFERS
A CERTI FI CATE PROGRAM THAT MEETS THE REQUI REMENTS SET FORTH I N SUBDI VI -
SION THREE OF THIS SECTION, THEN | T SHALL BE THE CHO CE OF THE APPLI CANT
TO EITHER ATTEND SUCH PROGRAM AT THAT CAMPUS OR COVPLETE SUCH PROGRAM
ONLINE;, ORIF A COWMUNITY COLLEGE |'S CURRENTLY OFFERING A CERTI FI CATE
PROGRAM THAT MEETS THE REQUI REMENTS IN SUBDIVISION THREE OF TH S
SECTI ON, SUCH APPLI CANT SHALL HAVE THE CHO CE OF OBTAI NI NG SUCH CERTI F-
| CATE FROM SUCH COVWMUNI TY COLLEGE FREE OF CHARGE TO THE APPLI CANT. SUCH
COVWWUNI TY COLLEGE SHALL BE ENTI TLED TO REI MBURSEMENT FOR THE COST OF
SUCH APPLI CANT'S ATTENDANCE | N THE CERTI FI CATE PROGRAM FROM THE STATE
UNI VERSI TY OF NEW YORK FOUR YEAR | NSTI TUTI ON FROM WHI CH THE APPLI CANT
RECEI VED H'S OR HER BACHELOR S DEGREE.

5. EACH STATE UNI VERSITY OF NEW YORK | NSTI TUTI ON THAT CONFERS FOUR
YEAR DEGREES SHALL | NFORM ALL | NCOM NG FRESHVAN AND TRANSFER STUDENTS
ABOUT ANTI Cl PATED JOB AVAI LABI LI TY PER EACH MAJOR AND APPROXI MATE SALARY
RANGES PER EACH MAJOR, VWH CH DEGREES W LL TYPI CALLY REQUI RE A GRADUATE
DEGREE OR ADDI TI ONAL EDUCATI ON BEYOND A BACHELOR S DEGREE AND ABOUT SUCH
| NSTI TUTI ON' S UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT EMPLOYMENT RATES MEASURED W THI N ONE
YEAR OF SUCH STUDENTS' GRADUATI ON.

S 2. Section 6206 of the education lawis anmended by adding a new
subdi vision 19 to read as foll ows:

19. A THE "HELP | NDI VI DUALS REACH EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM' (H RE) | S HERE-
BY ESTABLISHED TO PROVIDE ADDI TI ONAL SKILLS FOR COLLEGE GRADUATES TO
| NCREASE THEI R EMPLOYMENT MARKETABI LI TY AND ATTAI N SUCCESSFUL JOB PLACE-
VENT.

B. TO BE ELI G BLE TO PARTI CI PATE IN THE H RE PROGRAM AN APPLI CANT
SHALL HAVE: (1) RECElI VED AN UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE FROM THE CI TY UNI VERSI -
TY OF NEW YORK AND HAVE ACH EVED A GRADE PO NT AVERAGE OF 3.0 OR HI GHER;
(1'l) COWLETED THEI R DEGREE | N NO MORE THAN FI VE YEARS, OR SI X YEARS | F
THE DEGREE TYPI CALLY REQUI RES FI VE YEARS; (I111) COWLETED AN APPROVED
EXPERI ENTI AL LEARNING ACTIVITY, AS DEFINED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES;
(1V) GRADUATED AND SOUGHT EMPLOYMENT FOR AT LEAST SIX MONTHS PRIOR TO
THE DATE OF APPLI CATION, (V) BEEN UNSUCCESSFUL | N OBTAI NI NG FULL- TI ME
EMPLOYMENT; (VI) PROVI DED DOCUMENTATI ON THAT SUCH APPLI CANT HAS SOUGHT
EMPLOYMENT FOR SUCH A JOB | N NEW YORK STATE; AND (VII) APPLI ED FOR THE
DEGREE ENHANCEMENT FOR EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM W THI N ONE YEAR AFTER THE DATE
OF GRADUATI ON.

C. THE TRUSTEES OF THE CITY UNI VERSI TY OF NEW YORK SHALL ESTABLI SH OR
| DENTI FY EXI STI NG CERTI FI CATE PROGRAMS THAT PROVI DE SKI LLS FOR COLLEGE
GRADUATES TO ENHANCE THEI R EMPLOYMENT MARKETABI LI TY THAT ARE TAI LORED TO
JOB MARKET NEEDS, WHI CH SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO ALL ELIG BLE APPLI -
CANTS FREE OF CHARGE TO SUCH APPLI CANT. THE TRUSTEES SHALL PROMULGATE
RULES AND REGULATI ONS | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR TO
ENSURE SUCH PROGRAMS ARE ALI GNED W TH JOB MARKET AND | NDUSTRY NEEDS. | F
THE CI TY UNI VERSI TY OF NEW YORK DOES NOT CURRENTLY OFFER CERTI FI CATE
PROGRAMS THAT MEET THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON, OR | F CURRENT
CERTI FI CATE PROGRAMS ARE AT CAPACI TY OR CANNOT BE EXPANDED TO ADM T ALL
ELI G BLE APPLI CANTS, SUCH PROGRAMS MAY BE OFFERED I N AN ON- LI NE FORVAT
TO SATI SFY THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON.

D. |F THE COLLEGE FROM WHI CH THE APPLI CANT GRADUATED CURRENTLY OFFERS
A CERTI FI CATE PROGRAM THAT MEETS THE REQUI REMENTS | N PARAGRAPH C OF THI S
SUBDIVISION, THEN |IT SHALL BE THE CHO CE OF THE APPLI CANT TO El THER
ATTEND SUCH PROGRAM AT THAT CAMPUS OR COVPLETE SUCH PROGRAM ON- LI NE; OR
IF A COWMUNI TY COLLEGE | S CURRENTLY OFFERI NG A CERTI FI CATE PROGRAM THAT
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MEETS THE REQUI REMENTS | N PARAGRAPH C OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON, SUCH APPLI -
CANT SHALL HAVE THE CHO CE OF OBTAIN NG SUCH CERTI FI CATE FROM SUCH
COVWUNI TY COLLEGE FREE OF CHARGE TO THE APPLICANT. SUCH COWUNI TY
COLLEGE SHALL BE ENTI TLED TO REI MBURSEMENT FOR THE COST OF SUCH APPLI -
CANT' S ATTENDANCE I N THE CERTI FI CATE PROGRAM FROM THE CI TY UNI VERSI TY OF
NEW YORK FOUR YEAR | NSTI TUTI ON FROM WHI CH THE APPLI CANT RECEIVED HS OR
HER BACHELOR S DEGREE.

E. EACH CITY UNI VERSI TY OF NEW YORK | NSTI TUTI ON THAT CONFERS FOUR YEAR
DEGREES SHALL | NFORM ALL | NCOM NG FRESHVEN AND TRANSFER STUDENTS ABOUT
ANTI Cl PATED JOB AVAI LABI LI TY PER EACH MAJOR AND APPROXI MATE SALARY RANG
ES PER EACH MAJOR, WHICH DEGREES WLL TYPICALLY REQU RE A GRADUATE
DEGREE OR ADDI TI ONAL EDUCATI ON BEYOND A BACHELOR S DEGREE AND ABOUT SUCH
I NSTITUTION' S UNDER GRADUATE STUDENT EMPLOYMENT RATES MEASURED W THI N
ONE YEAR OF SUCH STUDENTS' GRADUATI ON.

S 3. This act shall take effect one year after it shall have becone a
| aw.



