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STATE OF NEW YORK

7568
I N SENATE
May 10, 2016

Introduced by Sen. HOYLMAN -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Veterans, Honeland Securi -
ty and Mlitary Affairs

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to authorizing the divi-
sion of veterans' affairs to provide eligible veterans with financi al
assi stance for purchasing, training and the upkeep of service dogs and
enoti onal support dogs

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The executive law is anended by addi ng a new section 368-a
to read as foll ows:

S 368-A. SERVI CE DOG AND EMOTI ONAL SUPPORT DOG GRANT ASSI STANCE. 1.
FOR THE PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON, THE TERM "SERVI CE DOG' SHALL HAVE THE
SAME MEANI NG AS PROVI DED FOR I N SUBDI VI SI ON SEVEN OF SECTI ON FORTY- SEV-
EN-B OF THE CIVIL RI GHTS LAW

2. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON, THE TERM " EMOTI ONAL SUPPORT DOG'
SHALL MEAN A DOG PROVI DI NG THERAPEUTI C SUPPORT TO AN OWNER

3. THE DIVISION SHALL PROVIDE ELIGBLE VETERANS WTH (A) GRANT
ASS| STANCE OF UP TO SEVEN THOUSAND FI VE HUNDRED DOLLARS FOR THE PURCHASE
AND TRAINING OF A SERVICE DOG FROM AN ORGANI ZATI ON PROVI DI NG SERVI CE
DOGS FOR POST- TRAUMATI C STRESS DI SORDER AND/ OR TRAUMATI C BRAIN | NJURY;
OR (B) GRANT ASSI STANCE OF UP TO FI VE THOUSAND DOLLARS FOR THE PURCHASE
AND TRAI NI NG OF A SERVI CE DOG FROM A PROFESSI ONAL SERVI CE DOG TRAI NER OR
AN OMNER- TRAI NER. THE DI VI SI ON SHALL PROVI DE ELI G BLE VETERANS RECEI VI NG
GRANT ASSI STANCE PURSUANT TO THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON W TH AN AMOUNT OF NOT LESS
THAN FI FTY DOLLARS A MONTH FOR THE CONTI NUED UPKEEP OF THE SERVICE DOG
AS LONG AS THE ELI G BLE VETERAN | S | N POSSESSI ON OF THE SERVI CE DOG.

4. THE DI VI SI ON SHALL PROVI DE ELI G BLE VETERANS W TH GRANT ASSI STANCE
OF UP TO FI VE HUNDRED DOLLARS FOR THE PURCHASE AND TRAINING OF AN
EMOTI ONAL SUPPORT DOG, AS WELL AS AN AMOUNT OF NOT LESS THAN THI RTY- FI VE
DOLLARS A MONTH FOR THE CONTI NUED UPKEEP OF THE EMOTI ONAL SUPPORT DOG AS
LONG AS THE ELIG BLE VETERAN | S | N POSSESSI ON OF THE EMOTI ONAL SUPPORT
DOG.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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5. TO BE ELI A BLE TO RECEI VE GRANT ASSI STANCE UNDER THIS SECTION, AN
| NDI VI DUAL MUST:

(A) BE A VETERAN, WHI CH, FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON, SHALL MEAN
RESI DENT OF THI S STATE WHO SERVED ON ACTIVE DUTY IN THE UN TED STATES
ARMY, NAVY, MARI NE CORPS, AlR FORCE, COAST GUARD OR THE RESERVES COWPO-
NENT, OR WHO SERVED I N ACTI VE M LI TARY SERVI CE OF THE UNI TED STATES AS A
MEMBER OF THE ARMY NATI ONAL GUARD, Al R NATI ONAL GUARD, NEW YORK GUARD OR
NEW YORK NAVAL M LITIA WHO WAS RELEASED FROM SUCH SERVI CE OTHER THAN BY
DI SHONORABLE DI SCHARGE;

(B) RECEIVE A DI AGNCSI S FROM A LI CENSED PHYSI Cl AN OR LI CENSED MENTAL
HEALTH PROFESSI ONAL OF POST- TRAUVATI C STRESS DI SORDER, A TRAUMATI C BRAI'N
I NJURY, OR BOTH, CAUSI NG A DI SABI LI TY AS THAT TERM | S DEFI NED | N SUBDI -
VI SI ON TVENTY- ONE OF SECTI ON TWD HUNDRED NI NETY- TWD OF THI S CHAPTER,

(©) RECEIVE A LETTER FROM A LI CENSED PHYSICIAN OR LICENSED MENTAL
HEALTH PROVI DER CERTIFYI NG THAT THE | NDI VI DUAL WOULD BENEFI T FROM THE
USE OF A SERVI CE DOG OR EMOTI ONAL SUPPORT DOG, AND

(D) HAVE AN ANNUAL | NCOVE OF FI FTY THOUSAND DOLLARS OR LESS.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however the division of veterans'
affairs is authorized and directed to pronulgate regulations to inple-
ment the provisions of this act immediately.



