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STATE OF NEW YORK

7432
I N SENATE
April 29, 2016

Introduced by Sen. HANNON -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to the establishnent
of a patient wellness bill of rights

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The public health law is amended by adding a new article 17

to read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 17
PATI ENT VELLNESS BI LL OF RI GHTS
SECTI ON 1701. PATI ENT WELLNESS Bl LL OF RI GHTS.
1702. DUTY TO | NFORM

S 1701. PATI ENT WELLNESS BI LL OF RIGATS. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL DEVEL-
OP AND MAKE AVAI LABLE TO ACCI DENT AND HEALTH | NSURERS, PROVIDERS AND
PATI ENTS A PATIENT WELLNESS BILL OF RIGHTS | N ORDER TO MAKE PATI ENTS
AWARE OF THE FREE WELLNESS SCREENI NGS AND SERVI CES AVAI LABLE PURSUANT TO
THE FEDERAL PATI ENT PROTECTI ON AND AFFORDABLE CARE ACT (P.L.111-148), AS
AVENDED BY THE FEDERAL HEALTH CARE AND EDUCATI ON RECONCI LI ATION ACT OF
2010 (P.L. 111-152), AND TO HELP PATI ENTS AVO D UNEXPECTED BI LLS FOR
NON- COVERED SERVI CES. SUCH BI LL OF RIGHTS SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE
LIMTED TO

1. A STATEMENT DESCRIBING A PATIENT'S RI GHT TO CERTAI N SERVI CES AND
SCREENI NGS W THOUT COST SHARI NG AND A LI ST OF SUCH SERVI CES AS WELL AS
THE OVERALL PURPOSE AND NATURE OF A VWELLNESS VI SIT; AND

2. A STATEMENT DESCRI BI NG THE DI FFERENCE BETWEEN A VELLNESS VI SI T AND
A PHYSI CAL OR DI AGNOSTIC VISIT, |INCLUDING NOTICE THAT A VELLNESS VISIT
MAY BECOVE A DIAGNCSTIC VISIT REQU RING COST SHARI NG UNDER CERTAI N
Cl RCUMBTANCES ACCOVPANI ED BY EXAMPLES OF SI TUATIONS I N WHICH A PATI ENT
SHOULD INQU RE AS TO WHETHER A SCREENING OR DI AGNOSTIC SERVICE IS
COVERED AS A FREE WELLNESS VI SI T SERVI CE OR WHETHER THE PATI ENT WOULD BE
REQUI RED TO PAY FOR THE SERVI CE.

S 1702. DUTY TO | NFORM PATI ENTS RECElI VI NG FREE WELLNESS SCREENI NGS OR
SERVI CES | N AN OUTPATI ENT DEPARTMENT OF A GENERAL HOSPITAL, OR IN A
DI AGNOSTI C AND TREATMENT CENTER LI CENSED UNDER ARTI CLE TWENTY- El GHT OF

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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TH S CHAPTER, OR FROM A PHYSI ClI AN, PHYSI Cl AN ASSI STANT OR NURSE PRACTI -
TIONER PROVI DING SUCH SERVI CES SHALL BE | NFORMED PRI OR TO THE PERFORM
ANCE OF ANY SERVI CES THAT WOULD CHANGE THE NATURE OF THE VISIT FROM A
FREE WELLNESS VISIT TO A SCREENI NG OR DI AGNOSTI C SERVI CE THAT WOULD NOT
BE INCLUDED WTHIN THE FREE WELLNESS VISIT AND COULD RESULT IN
COST- SHARI NG OR OTHER REI MBURSEMENT FROM THE PATI ENT.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



