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AN ACT to amend the general nunicipal law, in relation to requiring
witten request and review of proposed reductions in the level of fire
services

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 204-d of the general municipal |aw, as anended by
section 44 of part B of chapter 56 of the laws of 2010, is anended to
read as foll ows:

S 204-d. Duties of the fire chief. (1) The fire chief of any fire
department or conpany shall, in addition to any other duties assigned to
him OR HER by | aw or contract, to the extent reasonably possible deter-
m ne or cause to be determ ned the cause of each fire or explosion which
the fire departnent or conpany has been called to suppress. He OR SHE
shall file with the office of fire prevention and control a report
cont ai ni ng such determ nation and any additional information required by
such office regarding the fire or explosion. The report shall be in the
form desi gnated by such office. He OR SHE shall contact or cause to be
contacted the appropriate investigatory authority if he OR SHE has
reason to believe the fire or explosion is of incendiary or suspicious
origin. For all fires that are suspected to have been ignited by a ciga-
rette, within fourteen days after conpleting the investigation into such
fire, the fire chief shall forward to the office of fire prevention and
control information detailing, to the extent possible: (a) the specific
brand and style of the cigarette suspected of having ignited such fire;
(b) whether the cigarette package was marked as required by subdivision
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six of section one hundred fifty-six-c of the executive law, and (c) the
| ocati on and manner in which such cigarette was purchased.

(2) REDUCTI ON OF FI RE SERVI CES; PRI OR APPROVAL REQUI RED. A. THE H GH+
EST RANKING FIRE OFFICIAL OF ANY CITY WTH A POPULATION OF OVER ONE
HUNDRED THOUSAND PEOPLE SHALL PROVI DE WRI TTEN REQUEST W TH SUPPORTI NG
DOCUMENTATI ON PRI OR TO THE PERMANENT CLOSI NG OF ANY FIREHOUSE OR THE
PERVANENT REMOVAL OR RELOCATI ON OF ANY FIRE FI GHTING UNIT TO THE COUNCI L
MEMBERS, COWUNI TY BQOARDS AND BOROUGH PRESI DENTS WHOSE DI STRI CTS ARE
SERVED BY SUCH FACILITY OR UNIT AND THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE COUNCIL'S
PUBLI C SAFETY COW TTEE OR CHAI RPERSON OF THE COW TTEE W TH OVERSI GHT
OF FI RE SERVI CES. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON, THE TERM " PERVANENT"
SHALL MEAN A TI ME PERI OD I N EXCESS OF SI X MONTHS.

B. THE WRI TTEN REQUEST, REQUI RED BY PARAGRAPH A OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON,
SHALL | NCLUDE AN ENVI RONVENTAL | MPACT STATEMENT, WH CH SHALL | NCLUDE BUT
SHALL NOT BE LIM TED TG

(1) CURRENT AND PRQIECTED RESPONSE TI MES OF THE SUBJECT FI REHOUSE OR
FIRE FI GHTING UNI T, WHI CH SHALL MEAN THE SUM OF DI SPATCH TI ME AND TRAVEL
TIME I N RESPONSE TO A CALL DI RECTED TO THE FACILITY OR UNIT, FOR THE
AREA AFFECTED BY CLOSURE, WHICH MJST | NCLUDE GEOGRAPHI C AND TRAFFI C
ANALYSES AS THEY AFFECT RESPONSE Tl MES;

(1) CURRENT AND PROQJIECTED ALLOCATI ON OF RESOURCES, | NCLUDI NG STAFFI NG
LEVELS, FOR THE FI REHOUSES OR FIRE FIGHTING UNITS IN THE DI STRICT OR
DI STRI CTS SERVED BY THE FACILITY OR UNNT WHI CH | S PROPOSED TO BE CLOSED,
REMOVED OR RELOCATED; AND

(I'11) DI STANCE OF OTHER FI REHOUSES OR FI RE FI GHTI NG UNI TS | N THE AREA
AFFECTED BY CLOSURE.

C. THE PROPOSED CLOSURE, REMOVAL OR RELOCATI ON SHALL BE SUBJECT TO A
TH RTY DAY REVIEW PERI OD BY THE COUNCI L MEMBERS, COVMUNI TY BOARDS AND
BOROUGH PRESI DENTS WHOSE DI STRI CTS ARE SERVED BY THE SUBJECT FI REHOUSE
OR FIRE FIGHTING UNFT WHI CH SHALL COMMENCE UPON RECEI PT OF THE WRI TTEN
REQUEST TO COUNCI L MEMBERS, COMMUNI TY BOARDS AND BOROUGH PRESI DENTS.

(1) I'F ANY OR ALL OF THE AFFECTED COUNCI L MEMBERS, COVMUNI TY BOARDS OR
BOROUGH PRESI DENTS SUPPORT THE PROPOSAL, THE COUNCIL WLL BE GVEN A
TH RTY DAY PERIOD TO REVIEW THE PROPCSAL AND A MAJORITY VOTE WLL BE
REQUI RED TO APPROVE THE MEASURE;

(I'l) I'F ALL OF THE AFFECTED COUNCIL MEMBERS, COVWUNI TY BOARDS AND
BOROUGH PRESI DENTS OPPOSE THE PROPOSAL, THE COUNCIL WLL BE G VEN A
THI RTY DAY PERI OD TO REVI EW THE PROPOSAL AND A TWO- THI RDS MAJORI TY VOTE
W LL BE REQUI RED TO APPROVE THE MEASURE.

D. IN THE EVENT THAT THE PERVANENT CLOSI NG OF ANY FI REHOUSE OR THE
PERVANENT REMOVAL OR RELOCATI ON OF ANY FI RE FI GHTI NG UNI T DOES NOT OCCUR
W TH N FOUR MONTHS OF THE DATE OF APPROVAL AFTER REVIEW IN THE MANNER
PROVIDED BY PARAGRAPH C OF THI S SUBDI VI SION, THE COVM SSI ONER SHALL
| SSUE ANOTHER WRI TTEN REQUEST W TH SUPPORTI NG DOCUMENTATION PRIOR TO
SUCH PERMANENT CLOSURE, REMOVAL OR RELOCATION, W TH ANOTHER REVI EW
PROCEDURE REQUI RED AS PROVI DED BY PARAGRAPH C OF THIS SUBDI VI SION. THE
FOUR MONTHS DURI NG WH CH THE APPROVAL | S EFFECTI VE SHALL BE TOLLED FOR
ANY PERIOD I N WHI CH A RESTRAI NIl NG ORDER OR | NJUNCTI ON PROHI BI TING THE
CLOSI NG OF SUCH FACILITY OR UNIT SHALL BE I N EFFECT.

S 2. This act shall take effect immediately.



