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STATE OF NEW YORK

6838
I N SENATE
February 26, 2016

Introduced by Sen. ORTT -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmmitted to the Conmittee on Finance

AN ACT to anmend the labor law, in relation to establishing the youth
apprenticeship program and making an appropriation therefor (Part A);
to amend the education law, in relation to establishing the enhanced
regents professional diploma (Part B); and to anend the tax law, in
relation to establishing a youth apprenticeship tax credit (Part C

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "learning
for work act".

S 2. Legislative findings and intent. According to a recent coll ege
and career readiness study released by the New York state education
departnment, only thirty-five percent of high school graduates are
coll ege or career ready. This |lack of preparedness has driven nmany high
school graduates into |ow paying jobs, or college degree prograns that
they are not interested in, fail to lead to careers and result in an
unreasonably high anmount of student debt. For many current and future
hi gh school students, the traditional pathway of a basic high schoo
education and then on to a four-year college my not be the correct
route to take. These students woul d benefit froma program that would
prepare them for enploynent inmmediately upon graduating high school.
Therefore, the legislature finds it necessary to establish this "learn-
ing for work" program in our high schools that will create a youth
apprenticeship program an enhanced regents professional diplonma with a
designation in a specified occupational area and a tax credit for
enpl oyers who take part in the youth apprenticeship program This would
further the goals of limting the accunul ati on of unsustai nabl e student
debt, and ensuring all students in the state of New York are prepared to
enter the twenty-first century workforce.

S 3. This act enacts into |law major conponents of |egislation which
are necessary to inplement the "learning for work act”. Each conponent
is wholly contained within a Part identified as Parts A through C. The
effective date for each particular provision contained within such Part
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is set forth in the |ast section of such Part. Any provision in any
section contained within a Part, including the effective date of the
Part, which nakes a reference to a section "of this act", when wused in
connection wth that particular conponent, shall be deenmed to nmean and
refer to the corresponding section of the Part in which it is found.
Section five of this act sets forth the general effective date of this
act .

PART A

Section 1. The labor law is anended by adding a new article 23-C to
read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 23-C
YOUTH APPRENTI CESH P PROGRAM
SECTI ON 832. DEFI NI Tl ONS.
832- A,  YOUTH APPRENTI CESH P PROGRAM
832-B. LOCAL PARTNERSHI P DUTI ES AND RESPONSI BI LI TI ES.
832-C. YOUTH APPRENTI CESH P PROGRAM OUTCOVE REQUI REMENTS.
832-D. RULES AND REGULATI ONS.

S 832. DEFINITIONS. FOR THE PURPOCSES OF THI S ARTI CLE, THE FOLLOW NG
TERMS SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS

1. "LOCAL PARTNERSHI P' MEANS ANY COMBI NATION OF ONE OR MORE SCHOOL
DI STRICTS, OTHER PUBLIC AGENCIES, COVWUN TY COLLEGES, NOT-FOR-PROFIT
ORGANI ZATI ONS, | NDI VI DUALS, BUSI NESSES OR OTHER PERSONS, WHO HAVE AGREED
TO BE RESPONSI BLE FOR | MPLEMENTI NG AND COCRDI NATING A LOCAL YOUTH
APPRENTI CESHI P PROGRAM AND HAVE RECEI VED FORVAL RECOGNI TI ON FROM THE
DEPARTMENT.

2. "PUBLI C AGENCY" MEANS A COUNTY, CITY, WVILLAGE, TOM OR SCHOOL
DI STRICT OR AN AGENCY OF THI S STATE OR OF A COUNTY, CITY, VILLAGE, TOMN
OR SCHOOL DI STRI CT.

S 832-A. YOUTH APPRENTI CESH P PROGRAM 1. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ESTAB-
LISH A YOUTH APPRENTI CESH P PROGRAM THE YOUTH APPRENTI CESHI P PROGRAM
SHALL BE A ONE OR TWO YEAR PROGRAM BEGQ NNI NG | N GRADE ELEVEN OR TWELVE
AND COWVBI NE ACADEM C CLASSROOM COURSEWORK W TH MENTORED ON- THE- JOB
TRAI NI NG | N A SPECI FI ED OCCUPATI ONAL AREA. SPECI FI C REQUI REMENTS FOR
EACH YOUTH APPRENTI CESHI P PROGRAM SHALL BE DETERM NED BY THE RESPECTI VE
LOCAL PARTNERSHI P RESPONSI BLE FOR | MPLEMENTI NG AND COORDI NATI NG A LOCAL
YOUTH APPRENTI CESHI P PROGRAM

2. THE STATE APPRENTI CESHI P AND TRAI NI NG COUNCI L, THE STATE WORKFORCE
| N\VESTMENT BOARD, THE BOARD OF REGENTS, AND THE STATE EDUCATI ON DEPART-
MENT SHALL ASSI ST THE DEPARTMENT | N PROVI DI NG THE YOUTH APPRENTI CESHI P
PROGRAM UNDER SUBDI VI SI ON ONE OF THI' S SECTI ON

3. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL APPROVE OCCUPATI ONS AND NMAINTAIN A LIST OF
APPROVED OCCUPATI ONS FOR THE YOUTH APPRENTI CESH P PROGRAM

4. THE YOUTH APPRENTI CESH P PROGRAM CREATED UNDER SUBDI VI SI ON ONE OF
THI'S SECTION SHALL NOT AFFECT ANY APPRENTICESH P PROGRAM THAT IS
GOVERNED BY ARTI CLE TVWENTY- THREE OF THI S CHAPTER EXCEPT THAT AN APPREN-
TI CESHI P PROGRAM THAT | S GOVERNED BY ARTI CLE TWENTY- THREE OF THI S CHAP-
TER MAY GRANT CREDI T TOMRD THE COVPLETI ON OF AN APPRENTI CESH P FOR THE
SUCCESSFUL COWMPLETI ON OF A YOUTH APPRENTI CESHI P UNDER SUBDI VI SI ON ONE OF
THI S SECTI ON.

S 832-B. LOCAL PARTNERSHI P DUTI ES AND RESPONSI BI LI TIES. 1. FROM FUND-
ING UNDER THE WORKFORCE | NVESTMENT ACT, PUBLIC LAW 105-220, AND THE
WORKFORCE | NNOVATION  AND OPPORTUNITY ACT, PUBLIC LAW 113-128, THE
DEPARTMENT MAY AWARD GRANTS TO APPLYING LOCAL PARTNERSHI PS FOR THE
| MPLEMENTATI ON AND COORDI NATI ON OF LOCAL YOUTH APPRENTI CESH P PROGRAMS
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THAT ARE APPROVED BY THE COVWM SSIONER. A LOCAL PARTNERSHI P THAT | S
AWARDED A GRANT UNDER THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON MAY USE THE GRANT MONEYS AWARDED
FOR ANY OF THE FOLLOW NG | MPLEMENTATI ON AND COORDI NATI ON ACTI VI Tl ES:

(A) RECRU TING EMPLOYERS TO PROVIDE ON THE-JOB TRAI NI NG AND SUPER-
VI SI ON FOR YOUTH APPRENTI CES AND PROVI DI NG TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE TO THOSE
EMPLOYERS.

(B) RECRUI TI NG STUDENTS TO PARTI Cl PATE I N THE LOCAL YOUTH APPRENTI CE-
SH P PROGRAM AND MONI TORI NG THE PROGRESS OF YOUTH APPRENTI CES PARTI C-
| PATI NG I N THE PROGRAM

(C©) COORDI NATI NG YOUTH APPRENTICESH P TRAINING ACTIVITIES WTH N
PARTI Cl PATI NG SCHOOL DI STRI CTS AND AMONG PARTI Cl PATI NG SCHOOL DI STRI CTS,
POSTSECONDARY | NSTI TUTI ONS AND EMPLOYERS.

(D) COORDI NATI NG ACADEM C, VOCATI ONAL AND OCCUPATI ONAL LEARNI NG,
SCHOOL- BASED AND WORK- BASED LEARNI NG AND SECONDARY AND POSTSECONDARY
EDUCATI ON FOR PARTI Cl PANTS | N THE LOCAL YOUTH APPRENTI CESHI P PROGRAM

(E) ASSI STI NG EMPLOYERS | N | DENTI FYI NG AND TRAI Nl NG WORKPLACE MENTORS
AND MATCHI NG YOUTH APPRENTI CES AND MENTORS.

(F) ANY OTHER | MPLEMENTATI ON OR COCRDI NATI ON ACTIVITY THAT THE DEPART-
MENT MAY DI RECT OR PERM T THE LOCAL PARTNERSHI P TO PERFORM

2. A LOCAL PARTNERSHI P THAT IS AWARDED A GRANT UNDER SUBDI VI SION ONE
OF TH'S SECTION MAY NOT USE ANY OF THE GRANT MONEYS AWARDED TO PROVI DE
FUNDI NG TO A BUSI NESS THAT | S OPERATED FOR PROFIT OR TO A NONPROFIT
ORGANI ZATI ON  THAT REPRESENTS BUSI NESS | NTERESTS, AND MAY ONLY BE USED
FOR THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF SUBDI VI SI ON ONE OF THI S SECTI ON.

3. THE AMOUNT OF A GRANT AWARDED UNDER SUBDI VI SION ONE OF THI S SECTI ON
MAY NOT EXCEED ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS PER YOUTH APPRENTI CE. A LOCAL PART-
NERSHI P THAT |S AWARDED A GRANT UNDER SUBDI VI SION ONE OF THI' S SECTI ON
SHALL PROVI DE MATCHI NG FUNDS EQUAL TO AT LEAST TVENTY-FIVE PERCENT OF
THE GRANT AMOUNT AWARDED.

S 832-C. YOUTH APPRENTI CESH P PROGRAM QUTCOVE REQUI REMENTS. 1. THE
FOLLOW NG OUTCOVES ARE EXPECTED OF A LOCAL YOUTH APPRENTI CESH P PROGRAM
THAT |IS FUNDED PURSUANT TO SUBDIVISION ONE OF SECTI ON ElI GHT HUNDRED
TH RTY-TWD-B OF THI S ARTI CLE:

(A) AT LEAST ElI GHTY PERCENT OF THE YOUTH APPRENTI CES WHO PARTI Cl PATE
IN THE PROGRAM MJST RECElIVE AN ENHANCED REGENTS PROFESSI ONAL DI PLOVA
PURSUANT TO SECTION TWD HUNDRED EIGHT-B OF THE EDUCATION LAW ON
COVPLETI ON OF THE YOUTH APPRENTI CESHI P.

(B) AT LEAST FI FTY PERCENT OF THE YOUTH APPRENTI CES WHO PARTI Cl PATE I N
THE PROGRAM MUST BE OFFERED EMPLOYMENT BY THE EMPLOYER THAT PROVI DED THE
ON-THE-JOB TRAI NI NG FOR THE YOUTH APPRENTI CE ON COVPLETI ON OF THE YOUTH
APPRENTI CESHI P.

2. ANY STUDENT TAKING PART IN A YOUTH APPRENTICESH P PROGRAM WHO
RECEI VES AN ENHANCED REGENTS PROFESSI ONAL DI PLOVA PURSUANT TO SECTI ON
TWO HUNDRED EI GHT- B OF THE EDUCATI ON LAW AND | S El THER NOT OFFERED, OR
CHOOSES NOT' TO SEEK, EMPLOYMENT | N THEI R SPECI FI ED OCCUPATI ONAL AREA,
SHALL RECEIVE A M NI MUM OF FI FTEEN CREDI T HOURS TO BE APPLI ED I N PURSUI T
OF A POSTSECONDARY DEGREE AT A STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK OR CTY
UNI VERSI TY OF NEW YORK | NSTI TUTI ON.

S 832-D. RULES AND REGULATI ONS. THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR SHALL PROMUL-
GATE ALL RULES AND REGULATI ONS AS SHALL BE NECESSARY TO ADM NI STER THI'S
ARTI CLE.

S 2. The sum of up to five mllion dollars ($5,000,000), is hereby
appropriated to the departnment of |abor for the purpose of carrying out
the provisions of this act to be funded by grants under the workforce
i nvest ment act, Public Law 105-220, and the workforce innovation and
opportunity act, Public Law 113-128. Such noneys shall be payable on the
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audit and warrant of the conptroller on vouchers certified or approved
by the conm ssioner of the departnent of |abor in the manner prescribed
by | aw.

S 3. This act shall take effect imediately.

PART B

Section 1. The education |law is anended by addi ng a new section 208-b
to read as foll ows:

S 208- B. ENHANCED REGENTS PROFESSI ONAL DI PLOVA. 1. THE BOARD OF
REGENTS SHALL CREATE AN ENHANCED REGENTS PROFESSIONAL DI PLOVA TO
ACKNOWNLEDGE THE PROFESSI ONAL SKILLS AND SPECI FI C OCCUPATI ONAL  TRAI NI NG
STUDENTS OBTAIN IN THE COURSE OF THEI R STUDY. SUCH DEGREE W LL | NCLUDE
DESI GNATI ONS AS DETERM NED BY THE COWM SSI ONER THAT DENOTE THE PROFES-
SI ONAL  SKILLS AND SPECI FI C OCCUPATI ONAL TRAI NI NG OBTAI NED BY A STUDENT.
THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL PROMULGATE REGULATI ONS REGARDI NG THE REQUI REMENTS
FOR AN ENHANCED REGENTS PROFESSI ONAL DEGREE TO | NCLUDE THE:

A. COVPLETI ON OF A TECHNI CAL ASSESSMENT;

B. COWPLETI ON OF A WORK- SKI LLS EMPLOYABI LI TY PROFI LE;

C. COWPLETI ON OF A WORK- BASED LEARNI NG EXPERI ENCE; AND

D. MEETI NG ALL REQUI REMENTS NECESSARY TO RECEI VE A REGENTS DI PLOVA.

2. THE COW SSI ONER, | N CONJUNCTI ON W TH THE STATE APPRENTI CESH P AND
TRAI NI NG COUNCI L, THE STATE WORKFORCE | NVESTMENT BOARD, AND THE DEPART-
MENT OF LABOR SHALL ESTABLI SH PROFESSI ONAL SKI LL AND OCCUPATI ONAL TRAI N-
| NG DESI GNATI ONS THAT MAY BE ATTACHED TO AN ENHANCED REGENTS PROFES-
SIONAL DI PLOVA THAT WLL DENOTE THE PROFESSI ONAL SKILLS A STUDENT HAS
OBTAI NED THROUGHOUT THE COURSE OF HI S OR HER STUDI ES.

3. THE COW SSI ONER, | N CONJUNCTI ON W TH THE STATE APPRENTI CESH P AND
TRAI NI NG COUNCI L, THE STATE WORKFORCE | NVESTMENT BOARD, AND THE DEPART-
MENT OF LABOR SHALL DESI GN A SERI ES OF TECHNI CAL ASSESSMENTS TO TEST THE
SKI LLS AND KNOW.EDGE STUDENTS HAVE OBTAI NED | N THEI R WORK- BASED LEARNI NG
EXPERIENCE. THE COWM SSIONER IS AUTHORI ZED TO | NCLUDE ANY PERSON OR
ENTITY THAT | S PART OF A LOCAL PARTNERSHI P OF THE YOUTH APPRENTI CESHI P
PROGRAM AS DEFINED IN SECTION El GHT HUNDRED THI RTY- TWO OF THE LABOR
LAW | N ANY AND ALL EFFORTS TO DESI GN TECHNI CAL ASSESSMENTS.

4. THE COWM SSI ONER, | N CONJUNCTI ON W TH THE STATE APPRENTI CESHI P AND
TRAI NI NG COUNCI L, THE STATE WORKFORCE | NVESTMENT BOARD, AND THE DEPART-
MENT OF LABOR SHALL CREATE A WORK- SKI LL EMPLOYABI LI TY PROFI LE FOR USE BY
EMPLOYERS ANDY OR EDUCATORS TO DOCUMENT A STUDENT'S PROFESSI ONAL  SKILLS
AND SPECI FI C OCCUPATI ONAL TRAI NI NG.

5. THE BOARD OF REGENTS SHALL PROMULGATE SUCH REGULATI ONS OF THE
COW SSI ONER AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO ESTABLISH AN ENHANCED REGENTS
PROFESSI ONAL DI PLOVA, | MPLEMENT THE REQUI REMENTS HEREI N, AND ESTABLI SH
STANDARDS FOR WORK- BASED LEARNI NG EXPERI ENCES | NCLUDI NG REQUI REMENTS FOR
VERI FI CATI ON AND ELI G BI LI TY.

6. THE YOUTH APPRENTICESH P PROGRAM AS DEFINED |IN ARTICLE
TVENTY- THREE-C OF THE LABOR LAW SHALL BE CONSIDERED AN ELIGBLE
WORK- BASED LEARNI NG EXPERI ENCE.

7. STUDENTS FIRST ENTERING NINTH GRADE IN THE TWO  THOUSAND
S| XTEEN- - TWO THOUSAND SEVENTEEN SCHOOL YEAR AND THEREAFTER SHALL BE
ELI G BLE TO EARN AN ENHANCED REGENTS PROFESSI ONAL DI PLOVA.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.

PART C
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Section 1. Section 210-B of the tax law is anmended by adding a new
subdi vision 51 to read as foll ows:

51. YOUTH APPRENTICESH P TAX CREDIT. (A) ALLOMNCE OF CREDIT. A
TAXPAYER SHALL BE ALLOWNED A CREDI T AGAI NST THE TAX | MPCSED BY THI S ARTI -
CLE PROVI DED THAT SUCH TAXPAYER TAKES PART IN THE YOUTH APPRENTI CESHI P
PROGRAM PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE TVENTY- THREE- C OF THE LABOR LAW

(B) AMOUNT OF CREDIT. THE AMOUNT OF THE CREDI T SHALL BE EQUAL TO ONE
THOUSAND FI VE HUNDRED DOLLARS FOR EACH APPRENTICE THE PARTI Cl PATI NG
EMPLOYER SPONSORS.

(C) APPLICATION OF CREDIT. THE CREDI T ALLOAED UNDER THI S SUBDI VI SI ON
FOR ANY TAXABLE YEAR SHALL NOT REDUCE THE TAX DUE FOR THAT YEAR TO LESS
THAN THE H GHER OF THE AMOUNTS PRESCRI BED | N PARAGRAPH (D) OF SUBDI VI -
SI ON ONE OF SECTI ON TWO HUNDRED TEN OF THI S ARTI CLE

S 2. Section 606 of the tax law is anended by addi ng a new subsection
(eee) to read as foll ows:

(EEE) YOUTH APPRENTICESHI P TAX CREDIT. (1) ALLOMNCE OF CREDIT. A
TAXPAYER SHALL BE ALLOWED A CREDI T AGAI NST THE TAX | MPCSED BY THI S ARTI -
CLE PROVI DED THAT SUCH TAXPAYER TAKES PART IN THE YOUTH APPRENTI CESHI P
PROGRAM PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE TVENTY- THREE- C OF THE LABOR LAW

(2) AMOUNT OF CREDIT. THE AMOUNT OF THE CREDI T SHALL BE EQUAL TO ONE
THOUSAND FI VE HUNDRED DOLLARS FOR EACH APPRENTICE THE PARTI Cl PATI NG
EMPLOYER SPONSORS.

(3) APPLICATION OF CREDIT. |F THE AMOUNT OF CREDI T ALLOWNED UNDER THI S
SUBSECTI ON FOR ANY TAXABLE YEAR EXCEEDS THE TAXPAYER S TAX FOR SUCH
YEAR, THE EXCESS WLL NOT BE TREATED AS AN OVERPAYMENT OF TAX AND W LL
NOT BE CREDI TED OR REFUNDED | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ON
SI X HUNDRED ElI GHTY-SI X OF TH S ARTI CLE

S 3. This act shall take effect immediately and shall apply to taxable
years begi nning on and after January 1, 2016.

S 4. Severability clause. |If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivi-
sion, section or part of this act shall be adjudged by any court of
conpetent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgnment shall not affect,
inmpair, or invalidate the remai nder thereof, but shall be confined in
its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section
or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such judg-
ment shall have been rendered. It is hereby declared to be the intent of
the legislature that this act would have been enacted even if such
invalid provisions had not been included herein.

S 5. This act shall take effect imedi ately; provided, however, that
the applicable effective dates of Parts A through C of this act shall be
as specifically set forth in the last section of such Parts.



