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STATE OF NEW YORK

6812
I N SENATE
February 24, 2016

Introduced by Sen. GOLDEN -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmmitted to the Conmittee on Finance

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to the <creation of an
animal cruelty and aninmal fighting database

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings. Studies in psychol ogy, sociology and
crimnology have denonstrated that violent offenders frequently have
chi | dhood and adol escent histories of serious and repeated ani nal cruel -
ty. The Federal Bureau of Investigation has recognized this connection
since the 1970s when its analysis of the Ilives of serial killers
suggested that nost had killed or tortured animals during their [Ilife.
O her research has shown consistent patterns of animal cruelty anong
perpetrators of nore comon forns of violence, including child abuse,
spouse abuse, and el der abuse, |eading the Anerican Psychiatric Associ -
ation to consider animal cruelty as one of the diagnostic criteria of
conduct di sorder.

S 2. The executive law is anended by adding a new section 837-s to
read as foll ows:

S 837-S. ANl MAL CRUELTY DATABASE. 1. THE DI VI SI ON SHALL ESTABLI SH AND
MAI NTAI N A CRI ME DATABASE OF ALL CONVI CTI ONS I N NEW YORK STATE OF ANI MAL
CRUELTY, AN MAL FIGHTING AN MAL NEGLECT, AN MAL ABANDONMENT, AND
M STREATMENT OF ANI MALS AS SET FORTH I N ARTI CLE TVENTY-SI X OF THE AGRI -
CULTURE AND MARKETS LAW AND THE PENAL LAW WHERE DATA OF SUCH CRIMES
SHALL BE COLLECTED AND DI SPLAYED I N A MANNER THAT FACI LI TATES ANALYSI S
AND THE PROTECTION OF ANIMALS. FOR THE PURPCSE OF THI'S SECTION
CONVI CTIONS SHALL ALSO |INCLUDE PLEAS TO A CHARGE OTHER THAN ANI MAL
CRUELTY, AN MAL FIGHTING AN MAL NEGLECT, AN MAL ABANDONMENT, AND
M STREATMENT OF ANI MALS AS SET FORTH I N ARTI CLE TVENTY-SI X OF THE AGRI -
CULTURE AND MARKETS LAW AND THE PENAL LAW I N SATI SFACTI ON OF THE AN MAL
CRUELTY, AN MAL FIGHTING ANl MAL NEGLECT, AN MAL ABANDONMENT OR OTHER
ANl MAL M STREATMENT CHARGE OR WHERE THE ANI MAL CRUELTY, AN MAL FI GHTI NG
ANI MAL NEGLECT, AN MAL ABANDONMENT OR OTHER ANI MAL M STREATMENT CHARGE
HAS NOT RESULTED IN A DI SM SSAL ON THE MERI TS.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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2. SUCH CRI ME DATABASE SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO, NAMES AND
AGES OF PERSONS ElI GHTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER WHO HAVE BEEN CONVI CTED
OF ANl MAL CRUELTY, AN MAL FI GHTI NG AN MAL NEGLECT, AN MAL ABANDONMENT
AND OTHER LAWS PERTAI NI NG TO THE M STREATMENT OF ANI MALS AS SET FORTH I N
ARTI CLE TWENTY-SI X OF THE AGRI CULTURE AND MARKETS LAW AND THE PENAL LAW
THE SPECIFIC ACTS OF ANI MAL CRUELTY, AN MAL FI GHTI NG AN MAL NEGLECT,
ANI MAL ABANDONMENT OR THE M STREATMENT OF ANI MALS THAT WERE THE BASI S OF
THE CONVI CTI ON, THE DATE OR DATES THE ACTS TOOK PLACE, AND THE COUNTY
VWHERE SUCH ACTS TOOK PLACE.

3. THE CRIME DATABASE SHALL BE IN PRI NT AND I N ELECTRONI C FORM AND
SHALL BE AVAI LABLE TO ALL LAW ENFORCEMENT ENTI TI ES, DI STRICT ATTORNEYS,
DULY | NCORPORATED HUMANE SOCI ETIES, SCOCIETIES FOR THE PREVENTI ON OF
CRUELTY TO ANI MALS, DOG AND CAT PROTECTIVE ASSOCI ATIONS AND AN MAL
CONTROL OFFI CERS.

4. NOTHING IN TH'S SECTION SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO LIM T OR RESTRI CT
MUNI Cl PALI TI ES FROM ENACTI NG OR ENFORCI NG LOCAL LAWS, RULES, REGULATI ONS
OR ORDI NANCES ESTABLI SHI NG AND MAI NTAI NI NG AN ANl MAL ABUSE REd STRY OR
DATABASE OR OTHER MEANS OF TRACKI NG OR | DENTI FYI NG PERSONS CHARGED W TH
VI OLATI NG ANl MAL ABUSE LAWS.

S 3. This act shall take effect twelve nonths after it shall have
become a |aw, provided, however, that effective inmediately, the divi-
sion of crimnal justice services shall pronulgate rules and regul ations
as it deens necessary to effectuate the purposes of this act, on or
bef ore such effective date.



