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STATE OF NEW YORK

6751
I N SENATE
February 16, 2016

Introduced by Sen. FUNKE -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on H gher Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to requiring nedical
assistants to be certified by and registered wth the education
depart ment

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education law is anmended by adding a new article

131-A-1 to read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 131-A-1
MEDI CAL ASSI STANTS
SECTI ON 6533. DEFI NI TI ONS.
6534. SCOPE OF TASKS.
6535. REQUI REMENTS FOR REG STRATI ON.

S 6533. DEFINITIONS. AS USED IN TH' S SECTI ON:

1. "MEDI CAL ASSI STANT" MEANS A PERSON, WHO ACTS AS A MEDI CAL SUPPORT
PROFESSI ONAL, WHO IS NOT OTHERW SE LI CENSED, REQ STERED OR CERTI FI ED
PURSUANT TO THIS TI TLE OR THE PUBLI C HEALTH LAW AND WHO PERFORMS A
VARI ETY OF TASKS UNDER THE DI RECT SUPERVI SI ON OF ONSI TE LI CENSED HEALTH
CARE PRACTI TI ONERS | N ADM NI STERI NG PREVENTI VE, CURATI VE, REHABI LI TATI VE
OR PROMOTI ONAL CARE SERVICES I N A HEALTH CARE FACILITY OR MEDI CAL PRAC
TI CE.

2. "LICENSED HEALTH CARE PRACTITI ONER' MEANS ANY PERSON LI CENSED
REG STERED OR CERTI FI ED PURSUANT TO THI'S TITLE TO PROVIDE HEALTH CARE
| NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO, PHYSI CI ANS, PHYSI Cl AN ASSI STANTS, CERTI -
FI ED NURSE PRACTI TI ONERS, REGQ STERED PROFESSI ONAL NURSES AND LI CENSED
PRACTI CAL NURSES.

3. "PRACTICE AS A MEDI CAL ASSI STANT" MEANS TO ASSI ST A LI CENSED HEALTH
CARE PRACTI TI ONER | N PROVI DI NG SERVI CES DI RECTLY RELATED TO HEALTH CARE
OF PATI ENTS AS A MEDI CAL ASSI STANT.

4. "DI RECT SUPERVI SI ON' MEANS A LI CENSED HEALTH CARE PRACTI TI ONER, WHO
IS ON THE PREM SES AND READI LY AVAI LABLE, DELEGATI NG TO AND SUPERVI SI NG
A MEDI CAL ASSI STANT |IN AN OUTPATIENT SETTING | N THE PERFORMANCE OF
HEALTH CARE | NCLUDI NG, BUT NOT LIM TED TO, MEASURI NG VI TAL SI GNS, APPLY-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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I NG OR CHANG NG WOUND DRESSI NGS, PERFORM NG ELECTROCARDI OGRAMS,  TAKI NG
LABORATORY SPECI MENS (| NCLUDI NG BLOOD), AND PROVI DI NG ASSI STANCE TO SUCH
PRACTI TI ONER, VWH LE UNDER H' S OR HER DI RECT SUPERVI SI ON, I N THE PERFORM
ANCE OF A SPECI FI C MEDI CAL TASK.

S 6534. SCOPE OF TASKS. 1. ON AND AFTER JANUARY FI RST, TWO THOUSAND
SI XTEEN, NO PERSON MAY PRACTI CE AS A MEDI CAL ASSI STANT UNLESS HE OR SHE
'S REA STERED PURSUANT TO THE PROVI SI ON OF THI S ARTI CLE.

2. MEDI CAL ASSI STANTS ARE AUTHORI ZED TO PERFORM THE FOLLOW NG CLI NI CAL
PRACTI CES, WH LE UNDER THE DI RECT SUPERVI SI ON OF A LI CENSED HEALTH CARE
PRACTI Tl ONER:

MEASURI NG VI TAL SI GNS;

PREPARI NG PATI ENTS FOR MEDI CAL EXAM NATI ONS;

APPLYI NG AND CHANG NG WOUND DRESSI NGS;

PERFORM NG ELECTROCARDI OGRAMS;

TAKI NG LABCRATORY SPECI MENS (| NCLUDI NG BLOCOD) ;

ASSI STI NG A LI CENSED HEALTH CARE PRACTI TI C]\lER VH LE UNDER SUCH
PRACTI TI ONER S DI RECT SUPERVI Sl ON, TO PERFORM A SPECI FI C MEDI CAL TASK;

G ASSEMBLI NG AND MAI NTAI NI NG HEALTH CARE CHARTS, ENTERI NG DATA I NTO
ELECTRONI C HEALTH CARE RECORDS AND ASSI| STI NG W TH BI LLI NG AND

H TAKI NG MEDI CAL HI STORI ES.

3. PERSONS PERFCORM NG ONLY NON- CLI NI CAL DUTI ES, SUCH AS ASSEMBLI NG AND
MAI NTAI NI NG HEALTH CARE CHARTS, ENTERI NG DATA |INTO ELECTRONIC HEALTH
CARE RECORDS ANDY OR ASSI STI NG W TH BI LLI NG AND PERSONS HAVI NG SPECI AL-
| ZED TRAI NI NG PERFORM NG ONLY PHLEBOTOMY OR ELECTROCARDI OGRAMS, AND NO
OTHER HEALTH CARE PRACTI CES, SHALL NOT BE DEEMED TO BE ENGAGED | N PRAC-
TI CE AS A MEDI CAL ASSI STANT AND SHALL NOT BE REQUI RED TO BE REGQ STERED
PURSUANT TO THI S ARTI CLE.

4. NO PROVISIONS OF TH'S ARTICLE SHALL BE DEEMED TO PROH BI T ANY
LI CENSED HEALTH CARE PRACTI TI ONER FROM PERFORM NG ANY TASK WTH N THE
SCOPE OF H'S OR HER PRACTI CE.

S 6535. REQUI REMENTS FOR REGQ STRATION. TO QUALI FY FOR A REGQ STRATI ON
AS A NMEDI CAL ASSI STANT, AN APPLICANT SHALL FULFILL THE FOLLOW NG
REQUI REMENTS:

1. APPLI CATION: FILE AN APPLI CATI ON W TH THE DEPARTMENT;

2. EDUCATI ON: MUST HAVE A HI GH SCHOCL DI PLOVA OR I TS EQUI VALENT;

3. AGE: BE AT LEAST ElI GHTEEN YEARS OF ACE;

4. TRAINING MJST HAVE SUCCESSFULLY COWPLETED ONE OF THE FOLLOW NG

A. A POST SECONDARY OR UNDERGRADUATE MEDI CAL ASSI STANT TRAI NI NG
PROGRAM ACCREDI TED BY A REG ONAL OR NATI ONAL CORGANI ZATI ON RECOGNI ZED BY
THE COMM SSI ON  ON ACCREDI TATI ON OF ALLI ED HEALTH EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS OR
THE ACCREDI TI NG BUREAU OF HEALTH EDUCATI ON SCHOOLS, OR OFFERED BY AN
EDUCATI ONAL | NSTI TUTI ON  ACCREDI TED BY THE FEDERAL DEPARTMENT OF EDUCA-
TI ON, OR OTHERW SE APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT;

B. A MEDI CAL ASS|I STANT TRAI Nl NG PROGRAM APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT OR
THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, | NCLUDI NG ANY AGENCY OR OFFI CE OF ElI THER SUCH
DEPARTMENT;

C. TWELVE CONSECUTI VE MONTHS, AND NOT LESS THAN SEVEN HUNDRED HOURS
DURI NG SUCH TWELVE MONTH PERI OD, OF EXPERI ENTI AL TRAI Nl NG AS A MEDI CAL
ASSI STANT UNDER THE DI RECT SUPERVI SI ON OF A LI CENSED HEALTH CARE PRACTI -
TI ONER, AS AFFI RVMED AND ATTESTED TO I N WRI TI NG BY SUCH PRACTI Tl ONER; OR

D. ANY MEDI CAL ASSI STANT TRAI NI NG PROGRAM PROVI DED BY THE ARMED FORCES
OF THE UNI TED STATES FOR WHI CH THE APPLI CANT POSSESSES A CERTI FI CATE OF
COVPLETI ON;

5. CERTI FI CATI ON:  MUST HAVE OBTAI NED AND MAI NTAIN A MEDI CAL ASSI STANCE
CREDENTI AL FROM A NATIONAL CERTI FYI NG BODY W TH A MEDI CAL ASSI STANT
PROGRAM ACCREDI TED BY THE NATI ONAL COWM SSI ON FOR CERTI FYI NG AGENCY OR
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ANY OTHER NATI ONALLY RECOGNI ZED AND APPROVED ACCREDI TOR OF CERTI FYI NG
PROGRAMS ACCEPTABLE TO THE DEPARTMENT,;

6. REGQ STRATION: A, ANY PERSON WHO PRACTI CES AS A MEDI CAL ASSI STANT ON
OR AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF TH' S ARTICLE, SHALL COWPLY W TH THE
PROVI SI ONS OF SUBDI VI SION FIVE OF TH'S SECTION AND REGQ STER WTH THE
DEPARTMENT ON OR BEFORE JANUARY FI RST, TWO THOUSAND SEVENTEEN.

B. NOTW THSTANDI NG THE PROVI SI ONS OF PARAGRAPH A OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON,
ANY PERSON WHO HAS PRACTI CED AS A MEDI CAL ASSI STANT FOR FIVE OR MORE
YEARS BEFORE THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF TH S ARTI CLE, SHALL BE EXEMPT FROM
THE CERTI FI CATI ON REQUI REMENT OF SUBDI VI SION FI VE OF THI' S SECTI ON; AND

7. FEES: PAY A FEE IN SUCH AN AMOUNT AS SHALL BE DETERM NED BY THE
DEPARTMENT.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



