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STATE OF NEW YORK

6657-- A
I N SENATE
February 3, 2016

Introduced by Sen. PERSAUD -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Committee on Health -- commttee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anmended and reconmmtted
to said conmttee

AN ACT to amend the public health law, in relation to maternal
depressi on screeni ngs

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 2500-k of the public health law is
anmended by addi ng a new paragraph (c) to read as foll ows:

(© " QUESTI ONNAI RE" MEANS AN ASSESSMENT TOOL ADM NI STERED BY A MATER-
NAL HEALTH CARE PROVI DER OR THEI R AGENT, TO DETECT MATERNAL DEPRESSI ON
SUCH AS THE EDI NBURGH POSTNATAL DEPRESSION SCALE, THE POSTPARTUM
DEPRESSI ON SCREENI NG SCALE, THE BECK DEPRESSI ON | NVENTORY, THE PATI ENT
HEALTH QUESTI ONNAI RE, OR OTHER VALI DATED ASSESSMENT METHODS AS APPROVED
BY THE COWM SSI ONER

S 2. Subdivision 3 of section 2500-k of +the public health law is
renunbered subdivision 4 and a new subdivision 3 is added to read as
fol | ows:

3. MATERNAL DEPRESSI ON SCREENI NGS. (A) MATERNAL HEALTH CARE PROVI DERS
PROVI DI NG PRENATAL CARE SHALL AT A PRENATAL VISIT OFFER EACH PREGNANT
PATIENT A QUESTIONNAIRE FOR THE PURPOSE OF SCREENI NG THE PATI ENT FOR
DEPRESSI ON | N ACCORDANCE W TH NATI ONAL STANDARDS. THE MATERNAL HEALTH
CARE PROVIDER SHALL PROVIDE TREATMENT OR REFER WHEN APPROPRI ATE, I N
ACCORDANCE W TH NATI ONAL STANDARDS, ANY WOVAN WHO TEST PCSITIVE ON THE
QUESTI ONNAI RE AND WHO CONSENTS TO SUCH TREATMENT OR REFERRAL

(B) MATERNAL HEALTH PROVI DERS PROVI DI NG POSTNATAL CARE TO WOMVEN SHALL
THEMSELVES OR THROUGH THEI R AGENTS OFFER A QUESTI ONNAI RE FOR THE PURPGCSE
OF SCREENI NG THE WOMAN FOR DEPRESSI ON. THE MATERNAL HEALTH CARE PROVI DER
SHALL PROVI DE TREATMENT OR REFER WHEN APPROPRI ATE, | N ACCORDANCE W TH
NATI ONAL STANDARDS, ANY WOVAN WHO TESTS PCSI TI VE ON THE QUESTI ONNAI RE
AND WHO CONSENTS TO SUCH TREATMENT OR REFERRAL

(©) MATERNAL HEALTH CARE PROVI DERS PROVIDING PEDIATRIC CARE TO AN
| NFANT SHALL THEMSELVES OR THROUGH THEI R AGENTS OFFER THE | NFANT' S MOTH-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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ER A QUESTIONNAIRE AT ANY VELL-CHI LD CHECK- UP AT WHI CH THE MOTHER | S
PRESENT PRIOR TO THE |INFANT'S FIRST BIRTHDAY. MATERNAL HEALTH CARE
PROVI DERS SHALL PROVI DE TREATMENT OR REFER WHEN APPROPRI ATE | N ACCORD-
ANCE W TH NATI ONAL STANDARDS, ANY WOMAN WHO TESTS POSI TI VE ON THE QUES-
TI ONNAI RE AND WHO CONSENTS TO SUCH TREATMENT OR REFERRAL.

(D) CONSENT FROM THE MOTHER MUST BE OBTAINED BEFORE DI SCLOSING THE
RESULTS OF THE ASSESSMENT UNLESS THE MOTHER | S DETERM NED TO PRESENT A
DANGER TO HERSELF OR OTHERS OR UNLESS OTHERW SE AUTHORI ZED BY APPLI CABLE
LAW OR REGULATI ONS.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective i Mmedi at e-
ly, the addition, amendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation
necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date are
authorized to be made and conpl eted by the conm ssioner of health on or
bef ore such effective date.



