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STATE OF NEW YORK

650
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 7, 2015

Introduced by Sen. KENNEDY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on H gher Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing a vol un-
teer firefighters and energency nedical service volunteer tuition
assi stance grant program

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is anmended by addi ng a new section 609 to
read as foll ows:

S 609. VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTERS AND EMERGENCY MEDI CAL SERVI CE VOLUNTEER
TUI TI ON ASSI STANCE GRANT PROGRAM 1. FOR PURPCSES OF THIS SECTIQON, THE
FOLLOW NG TERMS SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS:

A.  "VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTER' SHALL MEAN AN ACTI VE VOLUNTEER MEMBER OF A
FI RE COVPANY OF A COUNTY, A FIRE COWPANY OF A CITY, TOMN OR VILLAGE
LOCATED W TH N SUCH COUNTY, OR A FIRE DI STRI CT FI RE DEPARTMENT LOCATED
W THI N SUCH COUNTY, WHETHER OR NOT ANY SUCH COWPANY |S | NCORPORATED
UNDER ANY GENERAL OR SPECI AL LAW

B. "VOLUNTEER EMERGENCY MEDI CAL SERVICE PERSONNEL" SHALL MEAN AN
ACTI VE VOLUNTEER MEMBER OF ANY EMERGENCY MEDI CAL SERVI CE AS ESTABLI SHED
W TH N A COUNTY, TOMW, VILLAGE OR CITY OR LOCAL TAX DI STRI CT, WHETHER OR
NOT ANY SUCH SERVI CE | S | NCORPORATED UNDER ANY GENERAL OR SPECI AL LAW

C. "AT LEAST A PART-TIME BASI S" SHALL MEAN ENROLLMENT FOR AT LEAST SI X
HOURS PER SEMESTER OR FOUR HOURS PER QUARTER

D. "TU TION' SHALL MEAN THE TOTAL SEMESTER, QUARTER OR CLASSROOM HOUR
COST OF I NSTRUCTI ON TO THE STUDENT AT A STATE- OPERATED | NSTI TUTION OR
COVWWUNI TY COLLEGE, AS DEFI NED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED FI FTY OF
TH S CHAPTER, EXCLUDI NG MANDATORY FEES, BOOK CHARGES AND ROOM AND BQARD

2. ANY COUNTY W THI N THE STATE | S HEREBY AUTHORI ZED, BY THE ENACTMENT
O A LOCAL LAW TO ESTABLISH AND | MPLEMENT A  VOLUNTEER
FI REFI GHTERS/ EMERGENCY MEDI CAL  SERVI CE VOLUNTEER TUI TI ON ASSI STANCE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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GRANT PROGRAM TO PROVIDE TU TION  ASSI STANCE TO VOLUNTEER
FI REFI GHTERS/ EMERGENCY MEDI CAL SERVI CE VOLUNTEERS ENRCLLED ON AT LEAST A
PART-TI ME BASI S AT STATE- OPERATED | NSTI TUTI ONS OR COMMUNI TY COLLEGES AS
THOSE TERMS ARE DEFINED I N SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED FI FTY OF THI' S TI TLE.
ANY PROGRAM ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON SHALL PROVIDE TUI TI ON
ASSI STANCE GRANTS TO SUCH VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTERS/ EMERGENCY MEDI CAL
SERVI CE VOLUNTEERS I N AN AMOUNT UP TO FIFTY PERCENT OF THE TU TION
REQU RED TO BE PAID TO SUCH STATE- OPERATED | NSTI TUTI ON OR COMMUNI TY
COLLEGE BY SUCH FI REFI GHTER/ EMERGENCY MEDI CAL SERVI CE VOLUNTEER.

3. ANY COUNTY WHICH ESTABLISHES A VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTERS/ EMERGENCY
MEDI CAL  SERVI CE  VOLUNTEER TUI TI ON ASSI STANCE GRANT PROGRAM PURSUANT TO
THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE ENTI TLED TO REI MBURSEMENT FROM
THE STATE FOR ONE- HALF OF THE ACTUAL COST OF TUI Tl ON ASSI STANCE PAI D BY
SUCH COUNTY TO VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTERS OR EMERGENCY MEDI CAL SERVI CE
PERSONNEL.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately and shall apply to academ
ic senesters, quarters and classroom hours begi nning on or after January
1, 2017.



