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STATE OF NEW YORK

6386
I N SENATE
January 8, 2016

Introduced by Sen. CARLUCCI -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Rules

AN ACT to anend chapter 584 of the laws of 2015 anending the socia
services law, relating to authorizing service aninmals or therapy dogs
to acconpany victinms of donestic violence at residential prograns, in
relation to rules and regulations and the effectiveness thereof; and
to anend the social services law, in relation to authorizing service
animals or therapy dogs to acconpany victins of domestic violence at
residential prograns

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 3 of chapter 584 of the | aws of 2015, amending the
social services law, relating to authorizing service aninmals or therapy
dogs to acconpany victins of donestic violence in residential prograns,
is amended to read as foll ows:

S 3. This act shall take effect [immedi ately] ONE YEAR AFTER THE DATE
ON WHICH I T SHALL HAVE BECOVE A LAW

S 2. Section 2 of chapter 584 of the |laws of 2015, anendi ng the socia
services law, relating to authorizing service aninmals or therapy dogs to
acconmpany victins of domestic violence in residential progranms, is
amended to read as foll ows:

S 2. The office of children and famly services is authorized to
pronmul gate any and all rules and regul ati ons and take any other neasures
necessary to inplenent this act ON OR BEFORE | TS EFFECTI VE DATE

S 3. Section 459-b of the social services |law, as anended by chapter
584 of the |aws of 2015, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 459-b. Residential services for victins of donmestic violence. In
accordance with section one hundred thirty-one-u of this chapter and the
regulations of the office of children and famly services, a socia
services district shall offer and provide necessary and avail able ener-
gency shelter and services for wup to ninety days at a residentia
programfor victinms of donestic violence to a victim of donestic
vi ol ence who was residing in the social services district at the time of
the all eged donestic viol ence whether or not such victimis eligible for

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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public assistance. Two forty-five day extensions of necessary and avail -
abl e energency shelter may be granted beyond the maxi num | ength of stay
at a residential programfor victins of donestic violence for residents
who continue to be in need of energency services and tenporary shelter.
If the victimof donestic violence has a service animal AS SUCH TERM | S
DEFINED |IN SECTION ONE HUNDRED TWENTY- THREE- B OF THE AGRI CULTURE AND
MARKETS LAW or therapy dog as such [terns are] TERM IS defined in
section [123-b and section 108] ONE HUNDRED ElI GHT of the agriculture and
markets |aw, respectively, such service animl or therapy dog shall be
all owed to acconpany the victimat the residential program authorized
pursuant to this section, SO LONG AS SUCH ACCOMPANI MENT WOULD NOT CREATE
AN UNDUE BURDEN AS DEFINED BY SECTION TWO HUNDRED NI NETY-SI X OF THE
EXECUTI VE LAW

VHERE SUCH ACCOMPANI MENT WOULD CONSTI TUTE AN UNDUE BURDEN, THE RESI -
DENTI AL PROGRAM SHALL MAKE REASONABLE EFFORTS TO FACI LI TATE PLACEMENT OF
SUCH ANI MAL AT AN OFF- SI TE ANl MAL CARE FACI LI TY OR | F REASONABLE EFFORTS
FAIL, PROVIDE REFERRAL TO ONE OR MORE OFF-SI TE ANl MAL CARE FACI LI TI ES
SUCH OFF- SI TE ANl MAL CARE MAY | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIMTED TO  BQARDI NG
AT A VETERI NARY HOSPI TAL OR UNDER THE AUSPI CES OF A DULY | NCORPORATED
HUMANE SOCI ETY, OR DULY | NCORPORATED AN MAL PROTECTI ON ASSOCI ATl ON
APPROVED FOR SUCH PURPCSE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRI CULTURE AND MARKETS

NOTHING IN THIS SECTION SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO LIMT ANY RI GHTS OR
OBLI GATI ONS PROVI DED PURSUANT TO FEDERAL OR STATE LAW | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT
LI M TED TO PROVI DI NG REASONABLE ACCOVMODATIONS FOR | NDI VIDUALS W TH
DI SABI LI TI ES.

S 4. This act shall take effect imediately; provided, however, that:

(a) section one of this act shall be deened to have been in full force
and effect on and after Decenber 28, 2015; and

(b) sections tw and three of this act shall take effect on the sane
date and in the sane manner as section 3 of chapter 584 of the I|aws of
2015, as anended, takes effect.



