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STATE OF NEW YORK

6217
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 6, 2016

Introduced by Sen. HAMLTON -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on Crine Victins, Crinme and
Correction

AN ACT to amend the correction law, in relation to evaluation of inmates
housed or confined in segregated confinenent; and to establish the
task force on determ ning alternatives to segregated confinenment

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The correction law is anended by addi ng a new section 137-a
to read as foll ows:

S 137-A. SEGREGATED CONFI NEMENT; | NVATE EVALUATION. 1. ANY | NVATE
HOUSED OR CONFI NED | N SEGREGATED CONFI NEMENT AT A CORRECTI ONAL FACI LI TY
SHALL, PRI OR TO SUCH CONFI NEMENT, BE EVALUATED BY A HEALTH CARE PROFES-
SI ONAL LI CENSED PURSUANT TO ARTICLE ONE HUNDRED THIRTY-ONE OR ONE
HUNDRED S| XTY- THREE OF THE EDUCATI ON LAW SUCH HEALTH CARE PRACTI TI ONER
SHALL DETERM NE WHETHER OR NOT THE PLACEMENT OF SUCH | NMVATE IN SEGRE-
GATED CONFI NEMENT POSES A SUBSTANTI AL RI SK OF HARM TO SUCH | NMATE AND | F
SUCH A RISK IS PRESENT, SHALL DI SALLOW SUCH HOUSI NG OR CONFI NEMENT.

2. ANY |INVATE HOUSED OR CONFINED |IN SEGREGATED CONFI NEMENT AT A
CORRECTI ONAL FACI LI TY SHALL, AT LEAST ONCE EVERY FI VE DAYS DURI NG SUCH
CONFI NEMENT, BE EVALUATED BY A HEALTH CARE PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSED PURSU-
ANT TO ARTI CLE ONE HUNDRED THI RTY- ONE OR ONE HUNDRED SI XTY- THREE OF THE
EDUCATI ON LAW SUCH HEALTH CARE PRACTI TI ONER SHALL DETERM NE WHETHER OR
NOT THE CONTI NUED HOUSI NG OR CONFI NEMENT OF SUCH | NMATE | N SEGREGATED
CONFI NEMENT POSES A SUBSTANTI AL RI SK OF HARM TO SUCH | NVATE AND | F SUCH
A RI SK | S PRESENT, SHALL TERM NATE SUCH HOUSI NG OR CONFI NEMENT.

3. FOR PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON THE TERM " CORRECTI ONAL FACI LI TY" SHALL
HAVE THE SAME MEANI NG SET FORTH I N SUBDI VI SI ON THREE OF SECTI ON FORTY OF
TH S CHAPTER AND THE TERM " SEGREGATED CONFI NEMENT" SHALL HAVE THE SAME
MEANING SET FORTH |IN SUBDI VI SION TVWENTY- THREE OF SECTION TWO OF THI S
CHAPTER.

S 2. 1. The task force on determning alternatives to segregated
confinenent is hereby established to exam ne, evaluate and determ ne

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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vari ous and appropriate alternatives to segregated confinenment at state
and local correctional facilities and how to specifically attend to
i nmat es who pose disciplinary problens, suffer from nental illness or
are under the age of twenty-one.

2. (a) Such task force shall consist of seven nenbers who shall be
appointed as follows: one shall be appointed by the governor; one shal
be appoi nted by the tenporary president of the senate; one shall be
appointed by the mnority |eader of the senate; one shall be appointed
by the speaker of the assenbly; one shall be appointed by the mnority
| eader of the assenbly; one shall be appointed by the comm ssioner of
corrections and conmunity supervision; and one shall be appointed by the
commi ssi oner of nental health. Appointnments shall be nmade within sixty
days of the effective date of this section. Vacancies in the task force
shall be filled in the nmanner provided for original appointnments.

(b) Al appointees shall have expertise in fields or disciplines
related to corrections and/or nmental health. Al appointnents shall be
coordi nated to ensure geographic representation fromthe entire state.

(c) The task force shall be chaired by the nenber appointed by the
governor. The task force shall elect a vice-chair and ot her necessary
of ficers fromanong all appoi nted nenbers.

(d) Amjority of the nenbers of the task force then in office shal
constitute a quorumfor the transaction of business or the exercise of
any power or function of the task force. An act, determ nation or deci-
sion of the mjority of the nenbers present during the presence of a
gquorum shall be held to be the act, determ nation, or decision of the
task force.

(e) The task force shall neet at |east quarterly at the call of the
chair. Meetings nay be held via tel econference. Special neetings may be
called by the chair at the request of a najority of the nenbers of the
task force.

(f) Menbers of the task force shall receive no conpensation for their
services but shall be reinbursed for their actual expenses incurred in
the performance of their duties in the work of the task force.

3. The task force established shall study and devel op alternatives and
new approaches to segregated confinenent at state and | ocal correctiona
facilities.

4. The task force may, as it deens appropriate, request that studies,
surveys, or analyses relating to the task force's powers and duties be
performed by any state departnent, conmm ssion, agency or public authori-
ty. Al state departnments, commi ssions, agencies or public authorities
shall provide information and advice in a tinely manner and ot herw se
assist the task force with its work.

5. The task force shall subnmt a request for any appropriation as
shall be necessary to enable the task force to performits functions and
duties to the governor, director of the division of the budget, and
chai rpersons of the senate finance commttee and the assenbly ways and
neans conmittee. The departnment of corrections shall provide staff
services to the task force and such other admi nistrative assistance as
may be necessary for the task force to carry out its duties, functions
and powers.

6. The task force nmay hold public hearings, take testinmony and mnake
i nvestigations at such places as it deens necessary.

7. The task force shall nake a prelimnary report to the governor and
the legislature of its findings, conclusions, reconmendations and acti v-
ities already undertaken by the task force, not later than January
first, two thousand sixteen, and a final report of its findings, conclu-
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sions, reconmendations and activities already undertaken by the task
force, not later than January first, two thousand seventeen and shall
submt wth its reports legislative proposals as it deenms necessary to
i npl enent its reconmendati ons.

S 3. This act shall take effect imediately; provided that section one
of this act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall have
becone a | aw.



