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STATE OF NEW YORK

6031
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
August 10, 2015

Introduced by Sen. KENNEDY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the executive |aw and the agriculture and markets |aw,
inrelation to therapy dogs and cats for persons with disabilities

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 21 of section 292 of the executive law, as
anended by chapter 269 of the laws of 1997, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

21. The term"disability" means (a) a physical, nental or nedical
impairment resulting from anatom cal, physiological, genetic or neuro-
| ogi cal conditions which prevents the exercise of a normal bodily func-
tion, SUBSTANTIALLY LIMTS ONE OR MORE OF SUCH PERSON S MAJOR LI FE
ACTIVITIES, or is denonstrable by nedically accepted clinical or |abora-
tory diagnostic techniques or (b) a record of such an inpairment or (c)
a condition regarded by others as such an inpairnment, provided, however,
that in all provisions of this article dealing with enploynent, the term
shall be limted to disabilities which, upon the provision of reasonable
accomodations, do not prevent the conplainant fromperformng in a
reasonabl e manner the activities involved in the job or occupation
sought or held. FOR PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON, MAJOR LI FE ACTI VI TI ES
| NCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT LIM TED TO, CARI NG FOR ONESELF, PERFORM NG MANUAL
TASKS, SEEING  HEARI NG EATING SLEEPI NG WALKING STANDI NG LI FTI NG
BENDI NG SPEAKI NG BREATHI NG LEARNI NG READI NG~ CONCENTRATI NG~ THI NK-
I NG COMMUNI CATI NG AND WORKI NG MAJOR LI FE ACTI VI TI ES ALSO | NCLUDE THE
OPERATI ON OF A MAJOR BODILY FUNCTION, |INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO
FUNCTIONS OF THE | MMUNE SYSTEM NORVAL CELL GROWNH, DI GESTIVE, BOWEL
BLADDER, NEUROLOGJ CAL, BRAIN, RESPI RATORY, Cl RCULATORY, ENDOCRINE, AND
REPRODUCTI VE FUNCTI ONS.

S 2. Subdivision 14 of section 296 of the executive |aw, as anended by
chapter 536 of the laws of 2014, is amended to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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14. It shall be an unlawful discrimnatory practice for any person
engaged in any activity covered by this section to discrimnate against
a blind person, a hearing inpaired person or a person wi th another disa-
bility on the basis of his or her use of a guide dog, hearing dog or
servi ce dog, REGARDLESS OF BREED, OR ANY OTHER THERAPY DOG OR CAT

S 3. Subdivision 26 of section 108 of the agriculture and narkets |aw,
as anended by chapter 536 of the |laws of 2014, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

26. "Therapy dog OR CAT" neans any dog OR CAT that is trained to aid
the enotional and physical health of patients in hospitals, nursing
hones, retirenment hones, PERSONAL RESI DENCES, and ot her settings and is
actual ly used for such purpose, or any dog OR CAT during the period such
dog OR CAT is being trained or bred for such purpose.

S 4. Subdivision 1 of section 356 of the executive law is anmended to
read as foll ows:

1. A state veterans' service agency established by the division pursu-
ant to this article shall have power and it shall be its duty to inform
mlitary and naval authorities of the United States and assi st nenbers
of the arned forces and veterans, who are residents of this state, and
their famlies, in relation to (1) natters pertaining to educationa
training and retraining services and facilities, (2) health, nedical and
rehabilitation services and facilities, (3) provisions of federal, state
and |l ocal laws and regul ations affording special rights and privileges
to nenbers of the arnmed forces and war veterans and their famlies, (4)
enpl oynent and re-enploynment services, [and] (5) HOUSING SERVICES
| NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED TO | NSTANCES OF DI SCRI M NATI ON, AND (6) other
matters of simlar, related or appropriate nature. The state veterans'
service agency also shall performsuch other duties as may be assi gned
by the state director.

S 5. This act shall take effect immediately.



