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STATE OF NEW YORK

6016
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
July 15, 2015

Introduced by Sen. YOUNG -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to requiring
di scl osure to the departnent of notor vehicles of any condition which
may cause a person |icensed to operate a notor vehicle to |[|ose
consci ousness or have inpaired cognition

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The vehicle and traffic lawis anmended by adding a new
section 216-b to read as foll ows:

S 216-B. REPORTS OF HEALTH CONDI TI ONS THAT MAY | MPAIR THE ABILITY TO
OPERATE A MOTOR VEHICLE. 1. IN ADDI TION TO ANY OTHER PROVI SION OF LAW
OR REGULATI ON RELATI NG TO THE FI TNESS OF AN APPLI CANT TO OPERATE A MOTOR
VEHI CLE, WHEN A LI CENSED PHYSI Cl AN, PHYSI Cl AN ASSI STANT OR NURSE PRACTI -
TI ONER PROVI DING TREATMENT TO ANY PERSON S| XTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER
DETERM NES OR DI AGNOSES, THAT SUCH PERSON HAS ANY CHRONIC CONDI TI ON
VWH CH CAUSES OR MAY CAUSE H M OR HER TO SUFFER UNCONSCI QUSNESS OR
UNAWARENESS, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED TO A CONVULSI VE DI SORDER, EPI LEP-
SY, FAINTING DI ZZY SPELLS OR CORONARY Al LMENTS, SUCH MEDI CAL PROFES-
SIONAL SHALL BE REQUI RED TO REPORT, AS SOON AS PRACTI CABLE, BUT I N NO
EVENT MORE THAN FI FTEEN DAYS AFTER SUCH DI AGNOSI S DETERM NATI ON, TO THE
DEPARTMENT, | N SUCH FORM AND W TH SUCH CONTENT AS SHALL BE DETERM NED BY
THE COWM SSI ONER, THE FACTS RELATED TO SUCH PERSON S CONDI TI ON AND ABI L-
| TY TO OPERATE A MOTOR VEHI CLE

2. UPON RECEIPT OF A REPORT PURSUANT TO SUBDIVISION ONE OF THI' S
SECTI ON, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL CAUSE AN | NVESTI GATION TO BE CONDUCTED
| NTO THE CONDI TI ON AND ABI LI TY TO OPERATE A MOTOR VEHI CLE OF THE SUBJECT
OF SUCH REPORT. SUCH | NVESTI GATI ON SHALL BE CONDUCTED BY THE MEDI CAL
REVIEW UNI T OF THE DEPARTMENT, WHI CH SHALL, UPON COWPLETION OF ITS
| NVESTI GATI ON, MAKE RECOMVENDATI ONS TO THE COWM SSI ONER AS TO THE APPLI -
CANT'S FITNESS TO OPERATE A MOTOR VEHI CLE, |INCLUDING WHETHER ANY

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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RESTRI CTI ONS SHOULD BE PLACED UPON SUCH PERSON S DRIVER S LI CENSE,
VWHETHER H'S OR HER LI CENSE SHOULD BE SUSPENDED, REVCOKED OR DENI ED, OR
VWHETHER SUCH LI CENSE SHOULD BE CONTI NUED W THOUT RESTRI CTI ON.

3. THE REPORTS AND ALL CONTENTS THEREOF REQUI RED TO BE DI SCLOSED
PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON SHALL BE CONFI DENTI AL, SHALL BE USED SOLELY FOR
PURPCSES OF CONDUCTI NG | NVESTI GATI ONS | NTO THE CONDI TI ON AND ABILITY TO
OPERATE A MOTOR VEHI CLE OF THE SUBJECTS OF SUCH REPORTS, AND SHALL NOT
BE ENTERED OR RECEI VED AT ANY CIVIL, CRIM NAL OR ADM NI STRATIVE TRI AL,
HEARI NG OR PROCEEDI NG, EXCEPT AS OTHERW SE PROVI DED FOR I N THI S SECTI ON.

4. NO LICENSED PHYSICI AN, PHYSI Cl AN ASSI STANT OR NURSE PRACTI TI ONER
SHALL BE HELD CIVILLY OR CRIM NALLY LI ABLE I N ANY ACTION OR PROCEEDI NG
ON ACCOUNT OF ANY REPORT OR DI SCLOSURE OF | NFORMATI ON I N ACCORDANCE W TH
THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI' S SECTI ON.

S 2. Section 506 of the vehicle and traffic law is anmended by adding a
new subdivision 6 to read as foll ows:

6. IN ADDITION TO ANY EXI STING PROVI SION OF LAW OR REGULATI ON, ANY
PERSON HOLDI NG A LI CENSE PURSUANT TO THI S CHAPTER WHO KNOWs HE OR SHE
HAS BEEN DI AGNOSED W TH ANY CHRONI C CONDI TI ON WHI CH CAUSES OR MAY CAUSE
H M OR HER TO SUFFER UNCONSCI OUSNESS OR UNAWARENESS, | NCLUDI NG, BUT NOT
LIMTED TO A CONVULSIVE DI SORDER, EPILEPSY, FAINTING DIZzZY SPELLS OR
CORONARY Al LMENTS, SHALL REPORT SUCH CONDI TI ON AND FACTS RELATI NG THERE-
TO TO THE COW SSI ONER W THI N FI FTEEN DAYS AFTER SUCH DI AGNOSI S, UNLESS
OTHERW SE | MPRACTI CABLE. THE COWMM SSI ONER SHALL FORWARD SUCH REPORT FOR
| NVESTI GATION  PURSUANT TO SUBDIVISION TWO OF SECTION TWDO HUNDRED
SI XTEEN-B OF TH S CHAPTER, AND SHALL TAKE SUCH REASONABLE ACTI ON AS MAY
BE PROPER UNDER THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S CHAPTER

S 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective i Mmedi at e-
ly, the addition, anendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regul ation
necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date is
authorized and directed to be made and conpleted on or before such
effective date.



