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STATE OF NEW YORK

5649
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
May 21, 2015

Introduced by Sen. YOUNG -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Children and Famlies

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to requiring
persons and officials who are required to report cases of suspected
child abuse or maltreatnent to conplete annual training relating to
identifying and reporting such abuse and mal treat nent

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The legislature hereby finds that in
order to better protect the state's nobst vul nerable population, the
persons and officials who are required to report cases of suspected
child abuse or naltreatnment would be better served to be required to
take a free, annual el ectronically-provided, self-directed online train-
ing course to refresh such persons and officials on the signs and indi-
cators of suspected child abuse or maltreatnent.

Accurate and tinely reporting of child abuse or maltreatnent is essen-
tial to ensure cases are appropriately addressed and investigated by the
appropriate agencies. Tinmely and thoroughly investigated reports of
child abuse or maltreatnent are necessary in order to prevent future
abuse or nmaltreatnment while al so hol ding accountable the parties respon-
sible for such abuse or maltreatnent and to renove children from danger-
ous situations.

By conpleting this type of training course annually, persons and offi -
cials who are required to report cases of suspected child abuse or
maltreatment will be able to stay current with all of the infornmation
necessary to ensure that they are best able to identify signs of child
abuse or nmaltreatnment, as well as current reporting procedures and any
potential changes in reporting requirenents.

S 2. The social services |law is anended by addi ng a new section 413-a
to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBD11308-01-5



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

S. 5649 2

S 413-A. MANDATORY ANNUAL CH LD ABUSE AND MALTREATMENT REPORTI NG
TRAINNNG 1. THE COWM SSIONER OF CHI LDREN AND FAM LY SERVI CES SHALL
ESTABLI SH A COURSE OF | NSTRUCTI ON AND MAY APPROVE COURSES OF | NSTRUCTI ON
OFFERED BY THI RD PARTI ES FOR PERSONS AND OFFI CI ALS REQUIRED TO REPORT
CASES OF SUSPECTED CHI LD ABUSE AND MALTREATMENT PURSUANT TO SECTI ON FOUR
HUNDRED THI RTEEN OF THI S TI TLE. SUCH COURSES SHALL PROVI DE SUCH TRAI NI NG
ON THE | DENTIFI CATION AND REPORTING OF CHI LD ABUSE OR MALTREATMENT
PURSUANT TO THI'S TI TLE AS SUCH COW SSI ONER SHALL DEEM TO BE NECESSARY.
EACH COURSE OF | NSTRUCTI ON SHALL BE PROVI DED FREE OF CHARGE VI A LI NKS ON
THE WEBSI TE OPERATED BY THE OFFI CE OF CHI LDREN AND FAM LY SERVI CES AND
SHALL BE APPROXI MATELY TWO HOURS | N DURATI ON. FURTHERMORE, THE COWM S-
SIONER OF CH LDREN AND FAMLY SERVI CES SHALL ESTABLI SH A METHODOLOGY
VH CH PROVI DES PROOF THAT A PERSON HAS COWPLETED SUCH COURSE OF | NSTRUC-
TI ON.

2. EVERY PERSON AND OFFI Cl AL REQUI RED TO REPORT CASES OF SUSPECTED
CH LD ABUSE OR MALTREATMENT PURSUANT TO SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED THI RTEEN OF
THIS TITLE SHALL EACH CALENDAR YEAR COWLETE A COURSE OF | NSTRUCTI ON
ESTABLI SHED OR APPROVED PURSUANT TO SUBDIVISION ONE OF THI'S SECTI ON.
UPON EACH COWLETION OF SUCH A COURSE, THE PERSON OR OFFI Cl AL SHALL
PROVI DE PROOF OF COWPLETI ON TO THE EMPLOYER OF SUCH PERSON OR OFFI Cl AL,
UNLESS THE PERSON |S SELF- EMPLOYED, THEN HE OR SHE SHALL RETAIN A COPY
OF SUCH PROCF.

3. EVERY PERSON AND EMPLOYER RECEI VI NG A PROOF OF COURSE COWPLETI ON
PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON SHALL MAI NTAIN A COPY THEREOF, | N ElI THER PRI NT-
ED OR ELECTRONIC FORM FOR A PERI OD OF FI VE YEARS, AND SHALL MAKE SUCH
COPY AVAI LABLE TO ANY EMPLOYEE OF THE OFFICE OF CH LDREN AND FAMLY
SERVI CES OR CHI LD PROTECTI VE AGENCY, OR LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI CER ENGAGED
I N THE | NVESTI GATI ON OF SUSPECTED CHI LD ABUSE OR MALTREATMENT.

S 3. This act shall take effect imedi ately, except that subdivisions
2 and 3 of section 413-a of the social services |law, as added by section
two of this act, shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw



