Co~NOoOUI~,WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK
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2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
May 15, 2015

Introduced by Sen. KENNEDY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Transportation -- comit-
tee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as anmended and recom
mtted to said comm ttee

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to requiring
saf e passenger access to all for-hire vehicles

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 375 of the vehicle and traffic law is anended by
addi ng a new subdi vision 52 to read as foll ows:

52. ACCESSI BLE SIDE ENTRY FOR TAXI CAB AND LI VERY VEH CLES. (A) EVERY
TAXI CAB AND LI VERY REQ STERED IN THI S STATE THAT IS REQUI RED BY LOCAL,
STATE, OR FEDERAL LAW OR REGULATI ON TO BE HANDI CAP ACCESSI BLE, OR I N ANY
VWAY ADVERTI SES | TS SERVI CES AS ACCESSI BLE TO | NDI VI DUALS W TH DI SABI LI -
TIES AND | NDI VI DUALS WHO USE WHEELCHAI RS, MUST BE: (I) BU LT AS WHEEL-
CHAI R ACCESSI BLE BY THE VEHI CLE' S ORI A NAL EQUI PMENT MANUFACTURER ( CEM,
EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN PARAGRAPH (B) OF THI'S SUBDI VISION AND (I1)
EQUI PPED TO ALLOW ALL PASSENGERS TO ENTER THE VEHI CLE THROUGH A PASSEN-
GER COVPARTMENT S| DE DOOR.

(B) A TAXICAB OR LI VERY VEH CLE NOT BU LT AS WHEELCHAI R ACCESSI BLE BY
THE CEM AND SUBSEQUENTLY CONVERTED, MODI FI ED OR ALTERED TO BE WHEEL-
CHAI R ACCESSI BLE, MAY ONLY BE USED AS A TAXI CAB OR LI VERY VEH CLE W TH
THE APPROVAL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION. THE DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATI ON  SHALL REQUI RE SUBM SSI ON OF CRASH TEST AND SAFETY DATA
FOR THE MODEL OF CONVERTED, ALTERED, OR MODI FIED VEH CLE AND CONSI DER
THI'S DATA I N MAKI NG A DETERM NATI ON TO CERTI FY THE VEH CLE FOR USE AS A
TAXI CAB OR LI VERY VEH CLE, EXCEPT THAT, NO CONVERTED, ALTERED OR MODI -
FIED VEH CLE MAY BE CERTIFIED THAT HAS NOT BEEN CRASH TESTED AND THE
RESULTS SUBM TTED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON. THE DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATI ON SHALL | SSUE RULES TO GOVERN THE APPROVAL PROCESS SET QUT
IN TH' S PARAGRAPH AND NO CONVERTED, MODI FI ED OR ALTERED VEH CLE MAY BE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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APPROVED FOR USE AS A TRANSPORTATI ON TAXICAB OR LIVERY VEH CLE UNTIL
SUCH RULES HAVE BEEN | SSUED

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have beconme a | aw, provided that this act shall apply to taxi-
cab and livery vehicles registered with a state or local authority on
and after such effective date.



