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STATE OF NEW YORK

5533
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
May 14, 2015

Introduced by Sen. DeFRANCISCO -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be conmtted to the Cormittee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the judiciary law, in relation to providing real tine
court reporting services to individuals who are deaf or hard of hear-

i ng

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The judiciary law is anmended by adding a new section 391 to
read as foll ows:

S 391. REAL TI ME COURT REPORTI NG SERVI CES FOR DEAF OR HARD OF HEARI NG
| NDI VI DUALS. 1. ANY PARTI CI PANT IN A TRI AL, DEFENDANT, PLAINTIFF, COUN
SEL, WTNESS, OR PROSPECTI VE JUROR WHO | S DEAF OR HARD OF HEARI NG SHALL
BE ACCORDED EQUAL ACCESS TO THE PROCEEDI NGS BY HAVI NG AN OFFI Cl AL COURT
REPORTER PROVI DE COVMUNI TY ACCESS REAL TI ME ALLOW NG THE PARTI Cl PANT TO
HAVE | NSTANTANEQUS TRANSLATI ON OF THE COURT ROOM PROCEEDI NGS.

2. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON, THE FOLLON NG TERMS SHALL HAVE
THE FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS:

(A) "OFFI Cl AL COURT REPORTER' MEANS ANY | NDI VI DUAL EMPLOYED AS A STEN
OGRAPHI C COURT REPORTER WHO FULFILLS THE REQUI REMENTS PURSUANT TO
SECTI ON TWD HUNDRED NI NETY- ONE OF THI S CHAPTER

(B) "COVMUNI TY ACCESS REAL TIME (CART)" MEANS THE | NSTANTANEOUS TRANS-
LATI ON OF EVERYTHI NG THAT IS SPOKEN I N THE COURT ROOM VIA A REAL TIME
FEED. A COURT REPORTER S SOFTWARE CONVERTS SHORTHAND TRANSCRI PTI ON | NTO
REAL TI ME CAPTI ONI NG | MVEDI ATELY WHI CH CAN BE DI SPLAYED ON A COWUTER OR
MONI TOR.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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