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2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
May 14, 2015

Introduced by Sen. CARLUCCI -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Social Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to authorizing
service animals or therapy dogs to acconpany victins of domestic
vi ol ence at residential prograns

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 459-b of the social services |aw, as anended by
chapter 459 of the laws of 2012, is amended to read as foll ows:

S 459-b. Residential services for victins of donmestic violence. In
accordance with section one hundred thirty-one-u of this chapter and the
regulations of the office of children and famly services, a socia
services district shall offer and provide necessary and avail able ener-
gency shelter and services for wup to ninety days at a residentia
programfor victinms of donestic violence to a victim of donestic
vi ol ence who was residing in the social services district at the time of
the all eged donestic viol ence whether or not such victimis eligible for
public assistance. Two forty-five day extensions of necessary and avail -
abl e energency shelter may be granted beyond the maxi num | ength of stay
at a residential programfor victins of donestic violence for residents
who continue to be in need of energency services and tenporary shelter.
| F THE VI CTI M OF DOVESTI C VI OLENCE HAS A SERVI CE ANl MAL OR THERAPY DOG
AS SUCH TERMS ARE DEFI NED I N SECTI ON 123-B AND SECTI ON 108 OF THE AGRI -
CULTURE AND MARKETS LAW RESPECTI VELY, SUCH SERVI CE AN MAL OR THERAPY
DOG SHALL BE ALLOWED TO ACCOVPANY THE VI CTI M AT THE RESI DENTI AL PROGRAM
AUTHORI ZED PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON

S 2. The office of children and famly services is authorized to
pronmul gate any and all rules and regul ati ons and take any other neasures
necessary to inplenent this act.

S 3. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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