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STATE OF NEW YORK

5206--C
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
May 7, 2015

Introduced by Sen. GRIFFO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Energy and Tel econmuni -
cations -- committee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as
anmended and reconmitted to said comittee -- commttee discharged,
bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and reconmitted to said
commttee -- recommtted to the Conmttee on Energy and Tel ecommuni -
cations in accordance with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 -- committee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anmended and recommtted
to said conmttee

AN ACT to anend the public service law, in relation to reporting of
natural gas |eaks by gas corporations

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The public service law is anended by adding a new section
67-b to read as foll ows:

S 67-B. NATURAL GAS LEAK CLASSIFICATIONS. 1. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL
ESTABLI SH A UNI FORM NATURAL GAS LEAK CLASSI FI CATI ON SYSTEM AS SET FORTH
IN THI' S SECTI ON.

2. ALL LEAKS SHALL BE ASSESSED A CLASS BASED ON THE FOLLOW NG SYSTEM

(A) TYPE 1 CLASSIFICATION. (1) ATYPE 1 LEAK IS ONE WVHICH, DUE TO I TS
LOCATI ON ANDY OR RELATI VE MAGNI TUDE, CONSTI TUTES A POTENTI ALLY HAZARDOUS
CONDITION TO THE PUBLIC OR BULDINGS. IN THE EVENT OF A TYPE 1 LEAK
CLASSI FI CATI ON THE FOLLOW NG REQUI REMENTS APPLY:

(1) THE LEAK SHALL REQUI RE AN | MVEDI ATE EFFORT TO PROTECT LIFE AND
PROPERTY;

(1'l) CONTINUOUS ACTION SHALL BE THEREAFTER TAKEN UNTI L THE CONDI TI ON
I S NO LONGER HAZARDQUS; AND

(1'11) COWLETI ON OF REPAIRS SHALL BE SCHEDULED ON A REGULAR DAY- AFT-
ER-DAY BASIS, OR THE CONDI TI ON KEPT UNDER DAI LY SURVEI LLANCE UNTI L THE
SOURCE OF THE LEAK HAS BEEN CORRECTED

(2) TYPE 1 LEAKS I NCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT LIM TED TO

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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) DAMAGE BY CONTRACTORS OR QUTSI DE SOURCES RESULTI NG | N LEAKAGE;

) ANY |ND CATION ON A COVBUSTI BLE GAS | NDI CATOR (C3 ) OF NATURAL
ENTERI NG BUI LDI NGS OR TUNNELS;

1) ANY READING ON A C@d WTH N FIVE FEET (1.5 METERS) OF A BU LDI NG

(1'V) ANY READI NG OF FOUR PERCENT OR GREATER GAS-INNAIR ON A CG WTH' N
MANHOLES, VAULTS OR CATCH BASINS ( SAMPLI NG WLL BE CONDUCTED W TH THE
STRUCTURE I N I TS NORVAL CONDI TI ON AS NEARLY AS PHYSI CALLY PCSSI BLE); OR

(V) ANY LEAK WHI CH, I N THE JUDGVENT OF THE OPERATI NG PERSONNEL AT THE
SCENE, | S REGARDED AS POTENTI ALLY HAZARDOUS.

(B) TYPE 2A CLASSI FI CATION. (1) A TYPE 2A LEAK DCES NOTI PRESENT AN
| MVEDI ATELY HAZARDOUS CONDI TI ON TO THE PUBLI C OR BUI LDI NGS, BUT IS OF A
NATURE THAT REQUI RES FREQUENT SURVEI LLANCE AND SCHEDULED REPAIR. IN THE
EVENT OF A TYPE 2A LEAK CLASSI FI CATI ON THE FOLLOW NG REQUI REMENTS APPLY:

() THE LEAK SHALL BE REPAIRED WTH N A PERI OD NOT TO EXCEED Sl X
MONTHS; AND

(1'l) THE LEAK SHALL BE MAI NTAI NED UNDER SURVEI LLANCE W TH A FREQUENCY
NOT TO EXCEED TWO WEEKS UNTI L REPAI RED.

(2) TYPE 2A LEAKS | NCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT LIMTED TG

(1) ANY READING OF TEN PERCENT OR GREATER GAS-1N-AIR I N ANY AREA
CONTI NUOUSLY PAVED FROM THE CURBLI NE TO THE BUI LDI NG WALL, VWHI CH | S MORE
THAN FI VE FEET (1.5 METERS) BUT WTHI N THI RTY FEET (9.1 METERS) OF THE
BUI LDI NG AND I NSI DE THE CURBLI NE OR SHOULDER OF THE ROAD,

(I'') ANY READING |IN AN UNPAVED AREA, OF TVENTY PERCENT OR GREATER
GAS-INNAIR WVHICH I S MORE THAN FI VE FEET (1.5 METERS) BUT WTH N TWENTY
FEET (6.1 METERS) OF THE BU LDI NG AND | NSI DE THE CURBLI NE OR SHOULDER OF
THE ROAD; OR

(I'11) ANY LEAK, OTHER THAN TYPE 1, WHI CH, UNDER FROST OR OTHER CONDI -
TIONS, I N THE JUDGMVENT OF THE OPERATI NG PERSONNEL AT THE SCENE SHOULD BE
CLASSI FI ED AS A TYPE 2A

(© TYPE 2 CLASSI FI CATION. (1) A TYPE 2 LEAK DOES NOT PRESENT AN | MVE-
DI ATE HAZARDOUS CONDI TI ON TO THE PUBLI C OR BUI LDI NGS, BUT IS OF A NATURE
REQUI RI NG SCHEDULED REPAIR. I N THE EVENT OF A TYPE 2 LEAK CLASSI FI CATI ON
THE FOLLOW NG REQUI REMENTS APPLY:

(1) THE LEAK SHALL BE REPAI RED W THI N A PERI OD NOT TO EXCEED ONE YEAR,
EXCEPT THAT LEAKS CLASSI FI ED UNDER CLAUSE (V) OF SUBPARAGRAPH TWO OF
TH' S PARAGRAPH SHALL BE REPAI RED W THI N SI X MONTHS; AND

(1'l) THE LEAK SHALL BE MAI NTAI NED UNDER SURVEI LLANCE W TH A FREQUENCY
NOT TO EXCEED TWO MONTHS, EXCEPT THAT LEAKS CLASSI FI ED UNDER CLAUSE (V)
OF SUBPARAGRAPH TWO OF TH' S PARAGRAPH SHALL BE SURVEI LLED EVERY TWO
VEEKS.

(2) TYPE 2 LEAKS | NCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT LIM TED TO

(1) ANY READI NG LESS THAN TEN PERCENT GAS-1 N- Al R BETWEEN THE BUI LDI NG
AND THE CURBLI NE | N ANY AREA CONTI NUOUSLY PAVED VWH CH | S MORE THAN FI VE
FEET (1.5 METERS) BUT WTHI N TH RTY FEET (9.1 METERS) OF THE BU LD NG
AND I NSI DE THE CURBLI NE OR SHOULDER OF THE ROAD, OR

(I'l) ANY READING LESS THAN TVENTY PERCENT GAS-1N-AIR I N ANY UNPAVED
AREA WHICH | S MORE THAN FI VE FEET (1.5 METERS) BUT WTH N TWENTY FEET
(6.1 METERS) OF A BU LDI NG AND | NSI DE THE CURBLI NE OR SHOULDER OF THE
ROAD; OR

(I'11) ANY READING OF THI RTY PERCENT OR CREATER GAS-INAIR IN AN
UNPAVED AREA VWHICH IS MORE THAN TWENTY FEET (6.1 METERS) BUT W THI N
FI FTY FEET (15.2 METERS) OF A BUI LDI NG AND | NSI DE THE CURBLI NE OR SHOUL-
DER OF THE ROAD; OR

(1'V) ANY READI NG OF THI RTY PERCENT OR GREATER GAS-INAIR IN A PAVED
AREA VWHICH |S MORE THAN THI RTY FEET (9.1 METERS) BUT WTHI N FI FTY FEET
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(15.2 METERS) OF A BU LDI NG AND | NSI DE THE CURBLI NE OR SHOULDER OF THE
ROAD;, OR

(V) ANY READ NG ABOVE ONE PERCENT BUT BELOW FOUR PERCENT GAS- I N- Al R,
W THI N MANHOLES, VAULTS OR CATCH BASI NS ( SAMPLI NG W LL BE CONDUCTED W TH
THE STRUCTURE I N | TS NORMAL CONDI TI ON AS NEARLY AS | S PHYSI CALLY POSSI -
BLE) .

(D) TYPE 3 CLASSIFICATION. A TYPE 3 LEAK IS NOT | MVEDI ATELY HAZARDOUS
AT THE TI ME OF DETECTI ON AND CAN BE REASONABLY EXPECTED TO REMAIN THAT
VY.

(1) A TYPE 3 LEAK | S ANY LEAK NOT CLASSI FI ED AS TYPE 1, 2A OR 2.

(2) TYPE 3 LEAKS SHALL BE REEVALUATED DURI NG THE NEXT REQUI RED LEAKAGE
SURVEY OR ANNUALLY, WH CHEVER IS LESS.

3. BEGQ NNI NG MARCH FI RST, TWO THOUSAND SEVENTEEN, EACH GAS CORPORATI ON
SHALL REPORT ANNUALLY TO THE DEPARTMENT THE LOCATI ON OF EACH TYPE 1,
TYPE 2A, TYPE 2 AND TYPE 3 LEAK EXI STI NG AS OF THAT DATE CLASSIFIED BY
THE CORPORATI ON, THE DATE EACH TYPE 1, TYPE 2A, TYPE 2 AND TYPE 3 LEAK
WAS CLASSI FI ED AND THE DATE OF REPAI R PERFORMED ON EACH TYPE 1, TYPE 2A,
TYPE 2 AND TYPE 3 LEAK AS PART OF | TS REQUI RED GAS SURVEI LLANCE PROGRAM
AS REQUI RED UNDER | TS APPROVED OPERATI ONS AND NMAI NTENANCE PROGRAMS. A
GAS CORPORATI ON SHALL SPECI FY ANY RECLASSI FI CATI ON OF PREVI OQUSLY | DENTI -
FI ED LEAKS I N I TS REPORT. SUCH GAS LEAK | NFORVATI ON SHALL BE MADE AVAI L-
ABLE TO ANY MUNI Cl PAL OR STATE OFFI CI AL W TH RESPONSI BILITY FOR PUBLIC
SAFETY AND ANY MEMBER OF THE LEGQ SLATURE UPON REQUEST TO THE DEPARTMENT.

4. UPON THE UNDERTAKI NG OF A SI GNI FI CANT PRQIECT EXPQOSI NG CONFI RVED
NATURAL GAS | NFRASTRUCTURE, AND W TH SUFFI Cl ENT NOTICE, A MJN Cl PALITY
OR THE STATE SHALL SUBM T NOTI FI CATI ON OF THE PRQIECT TO THE RELEVANT
GAS CORPORATI ON. THE GAS CORPORATI ON SHALL SURVEY THE PROIECT AREA FOR
THE PRESENCE OF TYPE 1, TYPE 2A, OR TYPE 2 LEAKS AND SET REPAI R AND
REPLACEMENT SCHEDULES FOR ALL KNOWN OR NEWY DETECTED TYPE 1, TYPE 2A,
OR TYPE 2 LEAKS. THE GAS CORPORATI ON SHALL ENSURE THAT ANY SHUT OFF
VALVE | N THE SI GNI FI CANT PRQIECT AREA HAS A GATE BOX | NSTALLED UPON IT
OR A REASONABLE ALTERNATI VE THAT WOULD OTHERW SE ENSURE CONTI NUED PUBLI C
SAFETY AND THAT ANY CRI TI CAL VALVE THAT HAS NOT BEEN | NSPECTED AND TEST-
ED WTHIN THE PAST TWELVE MONTHS 1S VERI FI ED TO BE OPERATI ONAL AND
ACCESSI BLE. THE GAS CORPORATI ON SHALL PROVI DE THE REPAI R AND REPLACEMENT
SCHEDULE OF GAS LEAKS TO THE MUNI Cl PALI TY OR THE STATE.

5. THE COW SSI ON SHALL COMMENCE A PROCEEDI NG TO | NVESTI GATE WHETHER
NEW YORK STATE SHOULD REQUI RE THE W NTER SURVEI LLANCE AND PATROL OF CAST
| RON OR DUCTILE I RON PI PELI NES I N THE STATE AND SHALL DETERM NE WHETHER
THE PRESENCE OF EXTENDED FROST CAP CONDI TI ONS MAY RESULT | N ADDI Tl ONAL
STRESS ON CAST | RON OR DUCTILE I RON Pl PE SEGVENTS, REQUI RI NG ENHANCED
SURVEI LLANCE AND PATROL. THE COWM SSION | S AUTHORI ZED TO ESTABLI SH M NI -
MUM UNI FORM PROCEDURES FOR CAST | RON AND DUCTI LE | RON SURVEI LLANCE AND
PATROLS. GAS CORPORATI ONS ARE AUTHORI ZED TO ESTABLI SH PROCEDURES THAT
EXCEED ANY M NI MUM STANDARDS AT THEI R DI SCRETI ON.

6. THE DEPARTMENT, UPON THE REQUEST OF A MUNI CI PAL OR STATE OFFIC AL
W TH RESPONSI BILITY FOR PUBLIC SAFETY, MAY REQUI RE A REEVALUATI ON OF A
TYPE 3 LEAK PRI OR TO THE NEXT SCHEDULED SURVEY, OR SOONER THAN TWELVE
MONTHS OF THE DATE LAST EVALUATED, |F THE OFFI Cl AL HAS A REASONABLE
BELI EF THAT THE TYPE 3 LEAK POSES A THREAT TO PUBLI C SAFETY.

7. THE COW SSI ON SHALL PROMULGATE REGULATI ONS NECESSARY TO | MPLEMENT
THE UNI FORM NATURAL GAS LEAK CLASSIFICATIONS AS SPECIFIED IN TH' S
SECTI ON AND SHALL OVERSEE AND MONI TOR EACH GAS CORPORATION' S RESPONSE
AND REPORTI NG

S 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



