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I N SENATE
April 15, 2015

Introduced by Sen. FUNKE -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Children and Famlies

AN ACT to anend the social services law and the famly court act, in
relation to the appointnment of a child advocate

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 421 of the social services |law is anended by addi ng
a new subdivision 9 to read as foll ows:

9. REPORT TO FAM LY COURT FOR THE APPO NTMENT OF A CH LD ADVOCATE
PURSUANT TO SECTION ONE THOUSAND EIGHTEEN OF THE FAM LY COURT ACT,
FOLLOW NG AN | NCI DENT THAT REQUI RES THE CARE OF A HEALTHCARE PROFES-
SI ONAL, AND WHERE THE HEALTHCARE PROFESSI ONAL AND CHI LD PROTECTI VE
SERVI CES DO NOT AGREE ON AN APPROPRI ATE COURSE OF ACTI ON FOR THE CHI LD

S 2. Section 1018 of the fam |y court act, as added by section 11 of
part A of chapter 3 of the |aws of 2005, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 1018. Conferencing and nediation. 1. In any proceeding initiated
pursuant to this article, the court may, at its discretion, authorize
the wuse of conferencing or nediation at any point in the proceedings to
further a plan for the child that fosters the child s health, safety,
and well-being. Such conferencing or nediation may involve interested
relatives or other adults who are significant in the |ife of the child.

2. A CH LD ADVCCATE SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE COURT, WHEN A REPORT
PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON NI NE OF SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED TWENTY- ONE OF THE
SOCI AL SERVI CES LAW |IS RECEIVED. SUCH ADVOCATE SHALL MEDI ATE ANY
DI SPUTES BETWEEN HEALTH CARE PROFESSI ONALS AND CHI LD PROTECTI VE SERVI CES
WORKERS ON THE BEST COURSE OF ACTI ON FOR THE CHI LD.

S 3. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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