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STATE OF NEW YORK

4468
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
March 23, 2015

Introduced by Sen. GRIFFO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Investigations and Govern-
ment Operations

AN ACT to anend the legislative law, in relation to establishing the New
York state independent budget office

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The legislative law is anended by adding a new article 4-B
to read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 4-B
NEW YORK STATE | NDEPENDENT BUDGET OFFI CE
SECTI ON 75. POWNERS AND DUTI ES OF THE NEW YORK STATE | NDEPENDENT BUDGET
OFFI CE.
76. DI RECTOR OF THE NEW YORK STATE | NDEPENDENT BUDGET OFFI CE.

S 75. POAERS AND DUTIES OF THE NEW YORK STATE | NDEPENDENT BUDGET
OFFI CE. THERE SHALL HEREBY BE ESTABLI SHED A NEW YORK STATE | NDEPENDENT
BUDGET OFFICE. 1. IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE NEW YORK STATE | NDEPEND-
ENT BUDGET OFFI CE TO PROVI DE THE MEMBERS AND COW TTEES OF THE LEQ SLA-
TURE W TH | NFORMVATI ON WHI CH W LL ASSI ST SUCH OFFI Cl ALS AND BODI ES I N THE
DI SCHARGE OF THEI R RESPONSI BI LI TIES WHI CH ARE RELATED TO THE BUDGETARY
PROCESS | NCLUDI NG

(A) | NFORVATI ON W TH RESPECT TO THE BUDGET, APPROPRI ATIONS BILLS AND
PROPCSED LAWS W TH FI SCAL | MPLI CATI ONS;

(B) | NFORVATION W TH RESPECT TO ESTI MATED REVENUES AND RECEI PTS, AND
CHANG NG REVENUE CONDI TI ONS;

(O | NFORMATI ON W TH RESPECT TO THE PERFORMANCE AND EFFECTI VENESS OF
STATE AGENCI ES AND PROGRAMS; AND

(D) TO THE EXTENT PRACTI CABLE, SUCH OTHER | NFORMATI ON OR ANALYSES AS
MAY BE REQUESTED BY SUCH OFFI Cl ALS AND BODI ES, AND THE GENERAL PUBLI C.

REQUESTS MADE BY THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT
OF THE SENATE, THE CHAIR OF THE ASSEMBLY WAYS AND MEANS COWM TTEE AND

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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THE CHAI R OF THE SENATE FI NANCE COW TTEE REGARDI NG THE BUDGET, REVENUES
AND EXPENDI TURES SHALL RECEI VE PRI ORI TY ATTENTI ON.

2. THE | NDEPENDENT BUDGET OFFICE SHALL COVPLETE A FI SCAL | MPACT
STATEMENT: (A) FOR ANY BILL BEI NG CONSI DERED ON AN ASSEMBLY WAYS AND
MEANS COW TTEE AGENDA OR A SENATE FI NANCE COWM TTEE AGENDA, TO THE
EXTENT POSSIBLE;, (B) FOR ANY BILL AT THE REQUEST OF THE SPEAKER OR
M NCORITY LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY OR THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OR M NORI TY
LEADER OF THE SENATE; AND (C) AT THE REQUEST O A COW TTEE CHAIR OR
RANKI NG MEMBER OF A COMW TTEE FOR ANY Bl LL REFERRED TO THEI R RESPECTI VE
COMWM TTEE. FI SCAL | MPACT STATEMENTS SHALL ESTI MATE THE | MPACT ON STATE
REVENUES OR EXPENDI TURES.

3. THE | NDEPENDENT BUDGET OFFI CE SHALL SUBM T AN ANALYSI S OF THE
EXECUTI VE BUDGET BY MARCH FI RST OF EACH YEAR TO THE MEMBERS OF THE
ASSEMBLY WAYS AND MEANS COW TTEE AND THE SENATE FI NANCE COWMM TTEE, AND
MAKE COPI ES OF SUCH ANALYSI S AVAI LABLE TO ALL OIHER MEMBERS OF THE
LEG SLATURE AND ALL OTHER I NDI VI DUALS, UPON REQUEST.

4. THE | NDEPENDENT BUDGET OFFI CE SHALL, TO THE EXTENT PRACTI CABLE,
DEVELOP PROPCSALS FOR COST EFFECTI VE ALTERNATI VE APPROACHES TO MEET THE
PUBLI C RESPONSI BI LI TI ES OF THE STATE.

5. THE | NDEPENDENT BUDGET OFFI CE SHALL PUBLI SH A REPORT W TH RESPECT
TO THE EXPECTED LEVELS OF STATE REVENUES BY THE FI RST DAY OF JANUARY,
THE FI RST DAY OF APRIL, THE FIRST DAY OF JULY AND THE FI RST DAY OF OCTO-
BER OF EACH YEAR

6. THE | NDEPENDENT BUDGET OFFI CE SHALL PUBLI SH BY DECEMBER FI RST OF
EACH YEAR A REPORT ANALYZI NG THE FI SCAL QUTLOCK OF THE STATE FOR THE
NEXT FI VE YEARS.

7. THE | NDEPENDENT BUDGET OFFI CE SHALL, FROM TI ME TO TI ME, PUBLI SH
SUCH REPORTS AS MAY BE APPROPRI ATE TO ENHANCE THE OFFICIAL AND PUBLIC
UNDERSTANDI NG OF THE BUDGETARY PROCESS AND OF THE BUDGET DOCUMENTS. SUCH
OFFI CE SHALL, FROM TIME TO TI ME, PUBLI SH SUCH REPORTS AS MAY BE NECES-
SARY OR APPROPRI ATE TO PROVI DE SUCH | NFORVATI ON, DATA AND ANALYSIS AS
WLL ENHANCE OFFICIAL AND PUBLI C UNDERSTANDI NG OF MATTERS RELATI NG TO
STATE REVENUES, EXPENDI TURES, MANAGEMENT PRACTI CES AND RELATED MATTERS.

8. THE | NDEPENDENT BUDGET OFFICE NMAY PROCURE UP-TO DATE COVWPUTER
EQUI PMENT, OBTAIN THE SERVICES OF EXPERTS AND CONSULTANTS I N COVPUTER
TECHNOLOGY, AND DEVELOP TECHNI QUES FOR THE EVALUATI ON OF REVENUE PRQIEC-
TI ONS AND BUDGETARY REQUI REMENTS.

9. ALL | NFORVATI ON, DATA, ESTI MATES AND STATISTICS, AND ALL STUDIES
AND REPORTS PREPARED BY THE | NDEPENDENT BUDGET OFFI CE SHALL BE MADE
AVAI LABLE TO THE PUBLI C AND SHALL ALSO BE MADE AVAI LABLE BY ELECTRONI C
MEANS OVER THE | NTERNET.

S 76. DI RECTOR OF THE NEW YORK STATE | NDEPENDENT BUDGET OFFI CE. 1.
THE NEW YORK STATE | NDEPENDENT BUDGET OFFI CE SHALL BE HEADED BY A DI REC-
TOR WHO SHALL BE APPO NTED, UPON THE RECOVMENDATI ONS OF AN | NDEPENDENT
BUDGET OFFI CE ADVI SORY COW TTEE, BY THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY AND THE
TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE. THE RECOMVENDATI ONS FOR THE I NI TI AL
APPO NTMENT OF SUCH DI RECTOR SHALL BE MADE NO LATER THAN JANUARY
FI FTEENTH OF THE SECOND YEAR FOLLOW NG THE ENACTMENT OF THI S ARTI CLE TO
THE SPECI AL COWM TTEE. SUBSEQUENT RECOMVENDATI ONS SHALL BE MADE BETWEEN
JANUARY SECOND AND JANUARY FI FTEENTH EVERY SI XTH YEAR THEREAFTER. THE
SPECI AL COW TTEE SHALL APPONT THE IN TIAL D RECTOR NO LATER THAN
FEBRUARY FI FTEENTH OF THE SECOND YEAR FOLLOW NG THE ENACTMENT OF THI S
ARTI CLE AND SUCH I NI TI AL DI RECTOR SHALL TAKE OFFICE BEG NNING APRIL
FIRST OF THE SECOND YEAR FOLLONNG THE ENACTMENT OF TH S ARTI CLE.
SUBSEQUENT APPO NTMENTS SHALL BE MADE NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY FI FTEENTH
EVERY S| XTH YEAR THEREAFTER.
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2. (A) THERE SHALL BE AN | NDEPENDENT BUDGET OFFI CE ADVI SORY COW TTEE
CONSI STING OF (1) ONE PERSON APPO NTED BY EACH OF THE FOLLOWN NG OFFlI -
CIALS AND WHO SHALL SERVE AT THE PLEASURE OF SUCH OFFI Cl ALS; THE CHAI R
AND RANKI NG MEMBER OF THE ASSEMBLY WAYS AND MEANS COW TTEE AND THE
CHAIR AND RANKI NG MEMBER OF THE SENATE FI NANCE COMM TTEE, AND (I1) SI X
OTHER MEMBERS JO NTLY APPO NTED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY AND THE
TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE, WHO SHALL SERVE FOR SI X YEAR TERMS,
PROVI DED, HOWEVER THAT OF THE MEMBERS FI RST APPO NTED, TWO SHALL SERVE
FOR TERMS EXPIRING ON MARCH THI RTY- FI RST, OF THE SECOND YEAR FOLLOW NG
THE ENACTMENT OF THI S ARTI CLE; TWDO SHALL SERVE FOR TERMS EXPIRI NG ON
MARCH THI RTY-FI RST, OF THE FOURTH YEAR FOLLOW NG THE ENACTMENT OF THI S
ARTI CLE; AND TWO SHALL SERVE FOR TERMS EXPI RING ON MARCH THI RTY-FI RST,
OF THE SIXTH YEAR FOLLOWN NG THE ENACTMENT OF TH S ARTI CLE. THE MEMBERS
SHALL ALL BE | NDI VI DUALS W TH EXTENSI VE EXPERI ENCE AND KNOALEDGE | N THE
FIELDS OF FINANCE, ECONOM CS, ACCOUNTI NG  PUBLI C ADM NI STRATI ON AND
PUBLI C POLI CY ANALYSI S | NCLUDI NG AT LEAST ONE NATIONALLY RECOGN ZED
EXPERT |IN THE FIELDS OF BUDGET THEORY AND THE BUDGET PROCESS; ONE DEAN
OR DI RECTOR OR FORMER DEAN OR DI RECTOR OF A GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BUSI NESS
ADM NI STRATI ON, PUBLIC AFFAIRS OR PUBLI C ADM NI STRATI ON LOCATED I N NEW
YORK STATE; ONE OFFI CER OR FORMVER OFFI CER OR ECONOM C ADVI SOR OF A LABOR
UNI ON; ONE OFFI CER OR FORMER OFFI CER OR ECONOM C ADVI SOR TO A BUSI NESS
CORPCORATION;, AND ONE OFFICER OR FORMER OFFICER OF A CIVIC OR PUBLI C
| NTEREST ADVOCACY ORGANI ZATI ON | NVOLVED | N BUDGET MATTERS. NO | NDI VI D
UAL SHALL SERVE CONSECUTI VE TERMES.

(B) THE | NDEPENDENT BUDGET OFFI CE ADVI SORY COVMM TTEE SHALL DEVELOP
GUI DELI NES FOR THE BEST PRACTI CES OF THE | NDEPENDENT BUDGET OFFI CE. THE
| NDEPENDENT BUDGET OFFI CE ADVI SCRY COW TTEE SHALL MEET ANNUALLY W TH
THE DIRECTOR TO REVIEW SUCH GUI DELINES AND TO MAKE COWENTS AND
SUGGESTI ONS ON THE OVERALL PRACTI CES OF THE OFFI CE.

(© MEMBERS OF THE ADVI SORY COMW TTEE SHALL RECEI VE NO COVPENSATI ON
BUT SHALL BE REI MBURSED FOR REASONABLE EXPENSES | NCURRED | N CONNECTI ON
W TH THEI R DUTI ES.

3. THE DI RECTOR OF THE | NDEPENDENT BUDGET OFFI CE SHALL BE APPO NTED
W THOUT REGARD TO POLI TI CAL AFFI LI ATION AND SCLELY ON THE BASIS OF
FITNESS TO PERFORM THE DUTIES ASSI GNED BY TH S ARTI CLE. THE TERM OF
OFFICE OF THE DI RECTOR FIRST APPO NTED SHALL EXPIRE ON FEBRUARY
FI FTEENTH, OF THE SI XTH YEAR FOLLOWN NG THE ENACTMENT OF THI S ARTI CLE AND
THE TERMS OF OFFI CE OF DI RECTORS SUBSEQUENTLY APPO NTED SHALL EXPI RE ON
SUCH DATE I N EACH SI XTH YEAR THEREAFTER. ANY | NDl VI DUAL APPO NTED TO
FILL A VACANCY PRIOR TO THE EXPI RATI ON OF A TERM SHALL SERVE ONLY FOR
THE UNEXPI RED PORTI ON OF SUCH TERM AN | NDI VI DUAL SERVI NG AS DI RECTOR AT
THE EXPI RATI ON OF THE TERM MAY CONTI NUE TO SERVE UNTIL A SUCCESSCR | S
APPQO NTED. ANY DI RECTOR SERVI NG CONSECUTI VE TERMS SHALL BE RECOMVENDED
BY THE | NDEPENDENT BUDGET OFFI CE ADVI SORY COW TTEE AND APPO NTED BY THE
SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY AND THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE FOR
THE SECOND TERM NO DI RECTOR SHALL SERVE MORE THAN TWO TERMS CONSEC-
UTI VELY.

4. TEN PERCENT OF THE APPROPRI ATI ONS MADE TO THE DI VI SION OF THE BUDG
ET SHALL BE AVAI LABLE TO PAY FOR THE EXPENSES OF THE | NDEPENDENT BUDGET
OFFICE DURI NG EACH FISCAL YEAR BEG NNING WTH THE FI RST DAY OF APRI L
AFTER TH S SECTI ON SHALL HAVE BECOME A LAW THE DI RECTOR OF THE | NDE-
PENDENT BUDGET OFFICE SHALL APPO NT SUCH PERSONNEL AND PROCURE THE
SERVI CES OF SUCH EXPERTS AND CONSULTANTS, WTH N THE APPROPRI ATI ONS
AVAI LABLE THEREFOR, AS MAY BE NECESSARY FOR SUCH DI RECTOR TO CARRY OUT
THE DUTI ES AND FUNCTI ONS ASSI GNED PURSUANT TO TH' S ARTI CLE. SUCH
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PERSONNEL AND EXPERTS SHALL PERFORM SUCH DUTI ES AS MAY BE ASSI GNED TO
THEM BY THE DI RECTOR.

5. THE DI RECTOR OF THE | NDEPENDENT BUDGET OFFI CE SHALL HAVE ACCESS AT
ALL REASONABLE TIMES TO OFFICES OF STATE DEPARTMENTS, COWM SSIONS,
BOARDS, BUREAUS AND OFFI CES, TO I NSTI TUTI ONS AND TO ALL STATE AUTHORI -
TIES AND PUBLI C WORKS OF THE STATE AND THEY MAY, FOR THE PURPOSE OF
OBTAI NIl NG | NFORVMATI ON AS TO THE METHOD OF OPERATI ON, GENERAL CONDI TI ON,
MANAGEMENT AND NEEDS THEREOF, EXAM NE THE BOOKS, PAPERS AND PUBLIC
RECORDS THEREIN. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SI ON OF LAW SUCH STATE
DEPARTMENTS, COWM SSI ONS, BOARDS, BUREAUS, OFFICES, STATE AUTHORI TIES
AND | NSTITUTIONS SHALL, THROUGH THEIR PROPER OFFI CERS OR DEPUTI ES,
FURNI SH TO THE DI RECTOR SUCH DATA, | NFORMATI ON OR STATEMENTS AS MAY BE
NECESSARY FOR THE PROPER EXERCISE OF H'S OR HER PONERS AND DUTI ES AND
FOR THE PURPOSE OF CARRYI NG | NTO EFFECT THE PROVI SIONS OF THI' S ARTI CLE.

6. THE | NDEPENDENT BUDGET OFFI CE ADVI SORY COW TTEE SHALL DETERM NE
THE SALARY OF THE DI RECTOR OF THE | NDEPENDENT BUDGET OFFI CE.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



