Co~NOoOUI~,WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

4364
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
March 17, 2015

I ntroduced by Sen. ESPAILLAT -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Finance

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to establishing an office
of the independent public advocate and naki ng an appropriation there-
for

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The executive law is anmended by adding a new article 4-B to
read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 4-B
OFFI CE OF THE | NDEPENDENT PUBLI C ADVOCATE
SECTI ON 56. ESTABLI SHVENT AND ORGANI ZATI ON.
57. DUTI ES AND RESPONSI BI LI TI ES.

S 56. ESTABLI SHVENT AND ORGANI ZATI ON. 1. THERE | S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED
THE OFFI CE OF THE | NDEPENDENT PUBLI C ADVOCATE. THE | NDEPENDENT PUBLI C
ADVOCATE SHALL BE APPO NTED BY A SPECI AL COW TTEE ESTABLI SHED FOR THI S
PURPCSE. SUCH OFFI CE SHALL BE | NDEPENDENT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
AND OF ANY OTHER OFFI CE, AGENCY, BOARD OR COW SSI ON OF THE STATE OR ANY
OF I TS POLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ONS.

2. A THE SPECI AL COW TTEE SHALL CONSI ST OF ELEVEN MEMBERS:

) THREE MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR,

) THREE MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF
SENATE;

[11) THREE MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY;
V) ONE MEMBER SHALL BE APPONTED BY THE MNORITY LEADER OF THE
ASSEMBLY; AND

(V) ONE MEMBER SHALL BE APPONTED BY THE M NORITY LEADER OF THE
SENATE.

B. MEMBERS OF THE COW TTEE SHALL POSSESS EXTENSIVE KNONEDGE AND
EXPERIENCE |IN HEALTH PCOLICY AND FINANCE. THE MEMBERS OF THE SPECI AL
COW TTEE SHALL NOT BE PAI D A SALARY OR STI PEND.
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EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBD09836- 03- 5



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

S. 4364 2

3. THE SPECI AL COW TTEE, PURSUANT TO A PUBLI CLY-I NCLUSI VE SCREEN NG
AND | NTERVI EW PROCESS, SHALL APPO NT THE | NDEPENDENT PUBLI C ADVOCATE.
THE | NDEPENDENT PUBLI C ADVOCATE SHALL NOT BE PAID A SALARY OR STI PEND.
THE | NDEPENDENT PUBLI C ADVOCATE SHALL BE APPO NTED W THOUT REGARD TO
POLI TI CAL  AFFI LI ATI ON AND SCOLELY ON THE BASI S OF FI TNESS TO PERFORM THE
DUTI ES OF THE OFFI CE, AND SHALL SERVE A FOUR YEAR TERM  THE | NDEPENDENT
PUBLI C ADVOCATE MAY BE REMOVED ONLY FOR CAUSE. |IN THE EVENT OF A VACAN
CY, THE |IND VIDUAL APPO NTED TO FILL THE VACANCY SHALL BE APPQO NTED
PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON, AND SERVE ONLY FOR THE UNEXPI RED PORTION OF
THE TERM THE | NDEPENDENT PUBLI C ADVOCATE MAY EMPLOY AND AT THEI R PLEAS-
URE REMOVE SUCH PERSONNEL AS THEY DEEM NECESSARY FOR THE PERFORMANCE OF
THE OFFI CE, AND MAY FI X THEI R COVPENSATI ON W TH AMOUNTS AVAI LABLE THERE-
FOR.

4. THE SPECI AL COW TTEE SHALL BE DI SSOLVED AFTER THE APPO NTMENT OF
THE | NDEPENDENT PUBLIC ADVOCATE. IN THE EVENT OF A VACANCY, A NEW
SPECI AL COVM TTEE SHALL BE APPO NTED PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION TWO OF THI' S
SECTI ON.

S 57. DUTIES AND RESPONSI BI LI TIES. 1. THE | NDEPENDENT PUBLI C ADVOCATE
SHALL MONI TOR THE DELIVERY SYSTEM REFORM | NCENTI VE PAYMENT ( DSRI P)
PROGRAM AND PROVI DE THE LEA SLATURE AND THE PUBLIC WTH | NFORVATI ON
REGARDI NG THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE DSRI P PROGRAM | NCLUDI NG THE DI STRI B-
UTION OF FUNDS SUCH AS DSRI P PLANNI NG GRANTS, DSRI P PROVI DER | NCENTI VE
PAYMENTS, AND DSRI P ADM NI STRATI VE COSTS. THE | NDEPENDENT PUBLI C ADVO
CATE SHALL ALSO |SSUE REGULAR REPORTS TO ENHANCE OFFI Cl AL AND PUBLI C
UNDERSTANDI NG OF THE DSRI P PROGRAM | NCLUDI NG MATTERS RELATED TO EXPENDI -
TURES OR FI NANCI AL MANAGEMENT PRACTI CES.

2. THE | NDEPENDENT PUBLI C ADVOCATE SHALL BE AUTHORI ZED TO SECURE SUCH
| NFORMATI ON, DATA, ESTI MATES AND STATI STI CS FROM ALL AGENCI ES AND PUBLI C
ENTITIES INVOLVED IN THE | MPLEMENTATI ON AND DI STRI BUTI ON OF FUNDS FOR
THE DSRI P PROGRAM SUCH AGENCI ES AND ENTI TI ES SHALL PROVI DE SUCH | NFOR-
MATI ON, TO THE EXTENT THAT I T IS AVAI LABLE, IN A TI MELY FASHI ON.

3. THE | NDEPENDENT PUBLI C ADVOCATE SHALL MAKE ALL | NFORMATI ON, DATA,
ESTI MATES, AND STATI STI CS OBTAI NED UNDER THI' S SECTI ON, AND ALL REPORTS
PREPARED BY THE OFFI CE, AVAI LABLE FOR PUBLI C | NSPECTI ON.

S 2. The sum of one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000), or so nmuch
t hereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the office of the
i ndependent public advocate out of any noneys in the state treasury in
the general fund to the credit of the state purposes account, not other-
wi se appropriated, and nade imediately available, for the purpose of
carrying out the provisions of this act. Such noneys shall be payabl e on
the audit and warrant of the conptroller on vouchers certified or
approved by the conptroller in the manner prescribed by | aw.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



