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       Introduced  by  Sen. HOYLMAN -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
         printed to be committed to the Committee on Codes

       AN ACT  to  amend  the  penal  law,  in  relation  to  making  technical
         corrections  to  the  descriptions  of  certain  bribery  offenses and
         defenses

         THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED IN SENATE AND  ASSEM-
       BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

    1    Section  1. Section 200.00 of the penal law, as amended by chapter 833
    2  of the laws of 1986, is amended to read as follows:
    3  S 200.00 Bribery in the third degree.
    4    A person is guilty of bribery in the  third  degree  when  he  OR  SHE
    5  confers,  or offers or agrees to confer, any benefit upon a public serv-
    6  ant [upon an agreement or understanding that] WITH THE INTENT TO  INFLU-
    7  ENCE  such public servant's vote, opinion, judgment, action, decision or
    8  exercise of discretion as a public servant [will thereby be influenced].
    9    Bribery in the third degree is a class D felony.
   10    S 2. Section 200.03 of the penal law, as  amended  by  section  18  of
   11  subpart  A  of  part  H of chapter 55 of the laws of 2014, is amended to
   12  read as follows:
   13  S 200.03 Bribery in the second degree.
   14    A person is guilty of bribery in the second  degree  when  he  OR  SHE
   15  confers,  or offers or agrees to confer, any benefit valued in excess of
   16  five thousand dollars upon a public servant [upon an agreement or under-
   17  standing that] WITH THE INTENT TO INFLUENCE such public servant's  vote,
   18  opinion,  judgment,  action,  decision  or  exercise  of discretion as a
   19  public servant [will thereby be influenced].
   20    Bribery in the second degree is a class C felony.
   21    S 3. Section 200.04 of the penal law, as  amended  by  section  19  of
   22  subpart  A  of  part  H of chapter 55 of the laws of 2014, is amended to
   23  read as follows:
   24  S 200.04 Bribery in the first degree.

        EXPLANATION--Matter in ITALICS (underscored) is new; matter in brackets
                             [ ] is old law to be omitted.
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    1    A person is guilty of bribery in the  first  degree  when  the  person
    2  confers,  or  offers  or agrees to confer: (1) any benefit upon a public
    3  servant [upon an agreement or understanding that]  WITH  THE  INTENT  TO
    4  INFLUENCE  such  public servant's vote, opinion, judgment, action, deci-
    5  sion  or  exercise  of  discretion  as a public servant [will thereby be
    6  influenced] in the  investigation,  arrest,  detention,  prosecution  or
    7  incarceration  of any person for the commission or alleged commission of
    8  a class A felony defined in article two hundred twenty of this  part  or
    9  an  attempt to commit any such class A felony; or (2) any benefit valued
   10  in excess of one hundred thousand dollars upon a public servant [upon an
   11  agreement or understanding that]  WITH  THE  INTENT  TO  INFLUENCE  such
   12  public  servant's  vote, opinion, judgment, action, decision or exercise
   13  of discretion as a public servant [will thereby be influenced].
   14    Bribery in the first degree is a class B felony.
   15    S 4. Section 200.05 of the penal law is amended to read as follows:
   16  S 200.05 Bribery; defense.
   17    In any prosecution for bribery[,]:  (1)  it  is  a  defense  that  the
   18  defendant  conferred  or  agreed to confer the benefit involved upon the
   19  public servant involved as a result of conduct of the latter  constitut-
   20  ing larceny committed by means of extortion, or an attempt to commit the
   21  same,  or  coercion,  or an attempt to commit coercion[.]; AND (2) IT IS
   22  ALSO A DEFENSE THAT THE BENEFIT THAT THE DEFENDANT CONFERRED, OR OFFERED
   23  OR AGREED TO CONFER, UPON THE PUBLIC SERVANT WAS A  LEGITIMATE  CAMPAIGN
   24  CONTRIBUTION,  UNLESS  SUCH  CONTRIBUTION  WAS MADE UPON AN AGREEMENT OR
   25  UNDERSTANDING  THAT  SUCH  PUBLIC  SERVANT'S  VOTE,  OPINION,  JUDGMENT,
   26  ACTION,  DECISION  OR  EXERCISE  OF DISCRETION AS A PUBLIC SERVANT WOULD
   27  THEREBY BE INFLUENCED.
   28    S 5. This act shall take effect on the first of November next succeed-
   29  ing the date on which it shall have become a law.


