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STATE OF NEW YORK

4250
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
March 11, 2015

Introduced by Sen. HOYLMAN -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Codes

AN ACT to anend the penal law, in relation to making technica
corrections to the descriptions of <certain bribery offenses and
def enses

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 200.00 of the penal |aw, as anended by chapter 833
of the laws of 1986, is anended to read as foll ows:
S 200.00 Bribery in the third degree.

A person is guilty of bribery in the third degree when he OR SHE
confers, or offers or agrees to confer, any benefit upon a public serv-
ant [upon an agreenent or understanding that] WTH THE | NTENT TO | NFLU
ENCE such public servant's vote, opinion, judgment, action, decision or
exercise of discretion as a public servant [will thereby be influenced].

Bribery in the third degree is a class D fel ony.

S 2. Section 200.03 of the penal |law, as anended by section 18 of
subpart A of part H of chapter 55 of the |aws of 2014, is anended to
read as foll ows:

S 200.03 Bribery in the second degree.

A person is guilty of bribery in the second degree when he OR SHE
confers, or offers or agrees to confer, any benefit valued in excess of
five thousand dollars upon a public servant [upon an agreenment or under-
standing that] WTH THE | NTENT TO | NFLUENCE such public servant's vote,
opi ni on, judgnent, action, decision or exercise of discretion as a
public servant [will thereby be influenced].

Bribery in the second degree is a class C fel ony.

S 3. Section 200.04 of the penal law, as anended by section 19 of
subpart A of part H of chapter 55 of the |aws of 2014, is anended to
read as foll ows:

S 200.04 Bribery in the first degree.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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A person is guilty of bribery in the first degree when the person
confers, or offers or agrees to confer: (1) any benefit upon a public
servant [upon an agreenment or understanding that] WTH THE |INTENT TO
| NFLUENCE such public servant's vote, opinion, judgnent, action, deci-
sion or exercise of discretion as a public servant [will thereby be
influenced] in the investigation, arrest, detention, prosecution or
i ncarceration of any person for the commi ssion or alleged comi ssion of
a class A felony defined in article two hundred twenty of this part or
an attenpt to commt any such class A felony; or (2) any benefit val ued
in excess of one hundred thousand dollars upon a public servant [upon an
agreenent or understanding that] WTH THE |INTENT TO |NFLUENCE such
public servant's vote, opinion, judgnent, action, decision or exercise
of discretion as a public servant [will thereby be influenced].

Bribery in the first degree is a class B fel ony.

S 4. Section 200.05 of the penal law is anended to read as foll ows:

S 200. 05 Bribery; defense.

In any prosecution for bribery[,]: (1) it is a defense that the
defendant conferred or agreed to confer the benefit involved upon the
public servant involved as a result of conduct of the latter constitut-
ing larceny conmmitted by neans of extortion, or an attenpt to conmt the
same, or coercion, or an attenpt to conmt coercion[.]; AND (2) ITIS
ALSO A DEFENSE THAT THE BENEFI T THAT THE DEFENDANT CONFERRED, OR OFFERED
OR AGREED TO CONFER, UPON THE PUBLI C SERVANT WAS A LEG TI MATE CAMPAI GN
CONTRI BUTI ON, UNLESS SUCH CONTRI BUTION WAS MADE UPON AN AGREEMENT OR
UNDERSTANDI NG THAT SUCH PUBLIC SERVANT'S VOTE, OPIN O\, JUDGVENT,
ACTION, DECISION OR EXERCI SE OF DI SCRETION AS A PUBLI C SERVANT WOULD
THEREBY BE | NFLUENCED

S 5. This act shall take effect on the first of Novenber next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.



