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STATE OF NEW YORK

4189
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
March 5, 2015

Introduced by Sen. AVELLA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the donmestic relations law, in relation to sol emi zati on
of marriages by a civil celebrant

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 11 of the donestic relation |aw,
as amended by chapter 95 of the laws of 2011, is anmended and a new
subdivision 1-b is added to read as foll ows:

1. A clergyman or minister of any religion, A CIVIL CELEBRANT WHO I S
CERTI FI ED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO SOLEMNI ZE MARRI AGES AS SET FORTH
IN SUBDI VI SION ONE-B OF THI'S SECTION, or by the senior |eader, or any of
the other | eaders, of The Society for Ethical Culture in the city of New
York, having its principal office in the borough of Manhattan, or by the
| eader of The Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture, having its principa
office in the borough of Brooklyn of the city of New York, or of the
West chester Ethical Society, having its principal office in Wstchester
county, or of the Ethical Culture Society of Long Island, having its
principal office in Nassau county, or of the Riverdal e-Yonkers Ethica
Soci ety having its principal office in Bronx county, or by the |eader of
any other Ethical Culture Society affiliated with the American Ethica
Uni on; provided that no clergyman or nminister as defined in section two
of the religious corporations |law, or Society for Ethical Culture |eader
shall be required to solemize any nmarriage when acting in his or her
capacity under this subdivision.

1-B. A CVIL CELEBRANT SHALL BE AUTHORI ZED TO SOLEMNI ZE MARRIAGES | F
CERTI FI ED TO DO SO BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE.

(A) A CVIL CELEBRANT SHALL RECEI VE A CERTI FI CATI ON FROM THE SECRETARY
OF STATE TO SOLEMNI ZE MARRI AGES | F THE CELEBRANT

(1) I'S AT LEAST EI GHTEEN YEARS OF AGE AND HAS GRADUATED FROM A SECOND-
ARY SCHOOL I N THE UNI TED STATES;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(2) HAS COWLETED A CI VI L CELEBRANT COURSE OFFERED BY A NON- DENOM NA-
TI ONAL OR EDUCATI ONAL CHARI TABLE ORGANI ZATION THAT IS REGQ STERED W TH
THE STATE AND WHI CH COURSE:

(1) | NCLUDES CLASSES THAT MEET WEEKLY OR W TH MORE FREQUENCY, EI THER
ADM NI STERED | N PERSON OR BY OTHER MEANS, OVER A PERI OD OF NOT LESS THAN
SI X MONTHS; AND

(1) EDUCATES ON TOPICS |INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TGO 2 CELEBRANT
PH LOSOPHY AND HI STORY, CEREMONI AL STRUCTURE, AND CEREMONI AL PRESENTA-
TI ONS; AND

(3)(1) SUBM TS A COVWPLETED APPLI CATI ON FORM DEVELOPED BY THE SECRE-
TARY OF STATE PURSUANT TO REGULATION, WH CH | NCLUDES THE NAME AND
ADDRESS OF THE CELEBRANT- APPLI CANT ALONG W TH ANY OTHER RELEVANT | NFOR-
MATION ON THE CELEBRANT- APPLI CANT REQUI RED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE,
AND SUPPORTI NG DOCUMENTATI ON W TH RESPECT TO ALL CERTI FI CATI ON REQUI RE-
MENTS SET FORTH IN THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON; AND

(1'l) PAYS TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, AT THE TI ME OF SUBM TTI NG THE
COVPLETED APPLI CATI ON, A FEE OF NOT LESS THAN FI FTY DOLLARS OR MORE THAN
SEVENTY- FI VE DOLLARS, AS DETERM NED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE BY REGUJ
LATION, TO COVER COSTS FOR PROCESSI NG APPLI CATI ONS, PRODUCI NG AND | SSU-
| NG CERTI FI CATES, AND MAI NTAI NI NG RECORDS ON APPLI CATIONS AND CERTI F-
| CATES | SSUED OR DENI ED.

(B)(1) A CELEBRANT-APPLI CANT SHALL NOT BE AUTHORI ZED TO SOLEMNI ZE
MARRI AGES UNTI L THE APPLI CATI ON FOR CERTI FICATION | S APPROVED AND THE
CERTI FI CATE RECEI VED FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE.

(2) A CVIL CELEBRANT WHO HAS RECEI VED A CERTI FI CATI ON FROM THE SECRE-
TARY OF STATE MAY HAVE THAT CERTI FI CATI ON REVOKED, THROUGH A HEARI NG
BEFORE AN ADM NI STRATI VE LAW JUDGE, | F THE SECRETARY OF STATE DETERM NES
THAT ANY | NFORMATI ON PROVI DED | N THE CELEBRANT' S APPLI CATI ON WAS | NACCU-
RATE OR OTHERW SE DI D NOT COWLY W TH THE CERTI FI CATI ON REQUI REMENTS SET
FORTH IN THIS SUBDI VISION. A CIVIL CELEBRANT SUBJECT TO A REVOCATI ON
HEARI NG BEFORE AN ADM NI STRATI VE LAW JUDGE OR ANY APPEAL THEREOF SHALL
NOT BE AUTHORI ZED TO SOLEMNI ZE MARRI AGES AND SHALL ONLY AGAI N BE AUTHOR-
| ZED TO DO SO I F A FINAL DETERM NATION IS MADE PERMTTING THE CVIL
CELEBRANT TO RETAI N THE CERTI FI CATI ON.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



