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STATE OF NEW YORK

3803
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 17, 2015

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Consuner Protection

AN ACT to anend the general business law, in relation to prohibiting the
use of social nedia websites for the purposes of collecting debts

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 10 of section 601 of the general business |aw,
as added by chapter 342 of the Iaws of 2011, is anended and a new subdi -
vision 11 is added to read as foll ows:

10. If such principal creditor or agent sends nore than fifty infornma-
ti on subpoenas per nonth, fail to keep conplete records concerning al
i nformati on subpoenas sent by such principal creditor or agent. Such
records shall be maintained for five years. Contenporaneous records
shall be kept that set forth with specificity the grounds for such prin-
cipal creditor or agent's reasonable belief, which nust be certified and
acconmpany each information subpoena pursuant to rule fifty-two hundred
twenty-four of the civil practice law and rules, that the party receiv-
ing the subpoena has in its possession i nformation about the debtor that
will assist the creditor in collecting his or her judgenent. In addition
to any other penalty that [ny] MAY be inposed, failure to maintain
records in accordance with this subdivision shall subject such principa
creditor or agent to a civil penalty of not nore than fifty dollars per
subpoena, up to a maxi num of five thousand dollars per violation, in an
action brought by the attorney general[.]; OR

11. USE A SOCI AL NETWORKI NG WEBSI TE AS A MEANS TO COLLECT ON A CONSUM
ER CLAIM FROM A DEBTOR. FOR PURPOSES OF THI'S SUBDI VISIQON, "SOC AL
NETWORKI NG VEBSI TE" MEANS AN | NTERNET- BASED SERVI CE THAT ALLOWS | NDI VI D-
UALS TGO (A) CONSTRUCT A PUBLI C OR SEM - PUBLI C PROFI LE W THI N A BOUNDED
SYSTEM CREATED BY THE SERVI CE; (B) CREATE A LIST OF OIHER USERS W TH
VHOM THEY SHARE A CONNECTI ON W THI N THE SYSTEM AND (C) VI EW AND NAVI -
GATE THEIR LI ST OF CONNECTI ONS AND THOSE MADE BY OTHERS WTH N THE
SYSTEM PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT "SOCI AL NETWORKI NG WEBSI TE" SHALL NOT
| NCLUDE ELECTRONIC MAIL (E-MAIL).

S 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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