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STATE OF NEW YORK

3703
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 17, 2015

I ntroduced by Sen. ESPAILLAT -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on El ections

AN ACT to anmend the election law, in relation to creating the "Hel p New
York Vote act"” for reformng the New York city board of elections

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act may be known as and may be cited as the "Hel p New
York Vote act”.

S 2. Subdivisions 3 and 4 of section 3-200 of the election |aw, subdi-
vision 4 as anended by chapter 195 of the |laws of 2003, are anended and
three new subdivisions 8, 9 and 10 are added to read as foll ows:

3. In the city of New York the board shall consist of [ten] FIVE
commi ssioners of election who shall be registered voters in the county
for which they are appointed [and they]. TWD shall be appointed by the
SPEAKER OF THE city council of the <city of New York, TWO SHALL BE
APPO NTED BY THE NEW YORK CI TY MAYOR AND ONE SHALL BE APPQO NTED JO NTLY
BY THE SPEAKER OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK AND THE NEW
YORK CITY MAYOR [Not nore than two conm ssioners shall be registered
voters of the same county.] THE TWD MEMBERS APPO NTED BY THE SPEAKER OF
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE I TY OF NEW YORK SHALL NOT BE REG STERED I N THE
SAME POLI TI CAL PARTY. THE TWD MEMBERS APPO NTED BY THE NEW YORK CITY
MAYOR SHALL NOT BE REGQ STERED IN THE SAME POLI Tl CAL PARTY. THE MEMBER
APPO NTED JO NTLY BY THE SPEAKER OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW
YORK AND THE NEW YORK CITY MAYOR SHALL SERVE AS THE CHAlI RPERSON, AND
SHALL BE REGQ STERED TO A DI FFERENT POLI TI CAL PARTY THAN THE MEMBER
PREVI QUSLY APPO NTED JO NTLY BY THE SPEAKER OF THE CI TY COUNCI L OF THE
CITY OF NEW YORK AND THE NEW YORK CI TY MAYOR

4. No person shall be appointed as el ection comr ssioner or continue
to hold office who is not a registered voter in the county and not an
enrol | ed nmenber of the party recommendi ng his appointnent, or who holds
any other public office, except that of conm ssioner of deeds, notary
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public, village officer, city or town justice, [nmenber of a comunity
board within the <city of New York] or trustee or officer of a schoo
district outside of a city. NO PERSON SHALL BE APPO NTED AS ELECTI ON
COWM SSIONER IN THE CITY OF NEWYORK WHO IS AN OFFICER I N A POLI TI CAL
PARTY, EMPLOYEE OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK OR AN ACENCY THEREOF, IS A
LOBBYlI ST REQUI RED TO FI LE A STATEMENT OF REGQ STRATI ON OR BE EMPLOYED BY
A LOBBYI ST.

8. AN ELECTION COMM SSIONER IN THE CI TY OF NEW YORK SHALL NOT PARTI G
| PATE IN ANY CAPACITY IN A CAVPAI GN BY A CANDI DATE FOR NOM NATI ON FOR
ELECTI ON OR ELECTI ON TO THE OFFI CE OF MAYOR, COWTROLLER, BOROUGH PRESI -
DENT OR MEMBER OF THE CI TY COUNCI L

9. AN ELECTION COW SSIONER IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK SHALL NOT MAKE
FI NANCI AL  CONTRI BUTIONS TO ANY CANDI DATE FOR ANY PUBLI C OFFI CE I N THE
CITY OF NEW YORK

10. AN ELECTION COW SSIONER IN THE CI TY OF NEW YORK SHALL BE REMOVED
FOR CAUSE AND UPON NOTI CE AND HEARI NG

S 3. Subdivision 1 of section 3-202 of the election law is anmended to
read as foll ows:

1. The termof office of an el ection conmm ssioner shall be two years
begi nning January first of each odd nunbered year except that in the
city of New York THE TERM SHALL BE THREE YEARS and the county of Sche-
nectady the termshall be four years begi nning on January first of each
alternate odd nunbered year. The county | egislative body of any other
county my determne that the comm ssioners of elections thereafter
appoi nted shall serve for a termof four years. Such determ nation nay
be resci nded by a subsequent action of the county | egislative body which
shall take effect at the expiration of the terns of the conm ssioners
then in office. ELECTION COM SSIONERS IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK SHALL
NOT SERVE MORE THAN FOUR TERMS.

S 4. Subdivisions 1 and 4 of section 3-204 of the election |aw, subdi-
vision 4 as anmended by chapter 116 of the | aws of 2010, are anmended and
a new subdivision 6 is added to read as foll ows:

1. At least thirty days before the first day of January of any year in
whi ch a conm ssioner of elections is to be appointed, the chairman or
secretary of the appropriate party county commttee shall file a certif-
icate of party reconmendation with the clerk of the appropriate |oca
| egi slative body. TH' S SUBDI VI SION SHALL NOT APPLY TO THE CITY OF NEW
YORK.

4. Comm ssioners of election shall be appointed by the county | egisl a-
tive body, or in the city of New York, by the SPEAKER OF THE city coun-
cil AND THE NEW YORK CI TY MAYOR. Provi ded, however, that if a |I|egisla-
tive body shall fail to appoint any person reconmended by a party for
appoi ntnment as a comm ssioner pursuant to this section, wthin thirty
days after the filing of a certificate of recomendati on with such
| egi sl ati ve body, then the nenbers of such legislative body who are
menbers of the political party which filed such certificate may appoi nt
such person. And further provided, if there are no nenbers of the |egis-
| ative body who are nenbers of the political party which filed such
certificate, the appointment shall take effect upon the expiration of
thirty days fromthe date that the certificate was filed. If none of the
persons named in any of the certificates filed by a party are so
appointed within sixty days after the filing of any such certificate,
then such party may file another certificate within thirty days after
the expiration of any such sixty day period reconmending a different
person for such appointnment. If a party fails to file a certificate
within the time prescribed by this section, the nmenbers of the |egisla-
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tive body who are nmenbers of such party may appoint any eligible person
to such office.

6. IF AT ANY TIME A VACANCY OCCURS IN THE NEW YORK CI TY BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS, THE POSI TION SHALL BE FILLED IN THE SAME MANNER AS THE
ORI G NAL APPO NTMENT, AS ESTABLISHED | N SUBDI VI SI ON THREE OF SECTI ON
3-200 OF TH S ARTI CLE

S 5. Subdivision 5 of section 3-212 of the election law is anended to
read as foll ows:

5. The board of elections of the city of New York[, upon the affirm-
tive vote of six conm ssioners, nmay adopt rules authorizing a nunber of
comm ssioners less than the total nenbership of the board to act on
behal f of the board on matters required to be perforned by boards of
el ection pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, provided that such
nunber shall be conprised of conm ssioners representing equally the two
political parties entitled to representation on the board] SHALL DEVELOP
A COWUTER DATABASE TO BE ACCESSI BLE TO THE PUBLI C WHI CH SHALL CONTAI N
THE NAMES, LEGAL ADDRESSES AND VOTI NG LOCATI ONS OF ALL ELIGBLE VOTI NG
RESI DENTS | N AN ELECTI ON DI STRI CT.

S 6. Subdivision 3 of section 4-120 of the election | aw, as anended by
chapter 359 of the laws of 1989, is amended to read as foll ows:

3. The board of elections of the city of New York shall publish on the
[eighth] TH RTIETH day before and the day before each general el ection,
in at | east two newspapers in such city, a notice, at |east one-half
page in size, in English and such other |anguages as such board deens
appropriate, which sets forth the dates and hours of the election and
the phone nunber to call for information about the |ocation of polling
pl aces, their accessibility to the handi capped, applications for absen-
tee ballots and any other subjects which such board deens appropriate.
THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK SHALL ELECTRONI CALLY
NOTI FY VOTERS OF SUCH | NFORMVATI ON WHERE ELECTRONI C MAI L ADDRESSES ARE
AVAI LABLE

S 7. This act shall take effect January 1, 2016.



