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STATE OF NEW YORK

3668
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 13, 2015

Introduced by Sen. SAVINO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Local Government

AN ACT to anend the real property tax law, in relation to the abatenent
of taxes due to a catastrophic | oss caused by a natural disaster

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Article 5 of the real property tax law is anended by addi ng

anewtitle 2-Ato read as foll ows:
TITLE 2-A
ABATEMENT OF TAXES DUE TO A CATASTROPHI C
LOSS CAUSED BY A NATURAL DI SASTER

SECTI ON 548. APPLI CABI LI TY OF OTHER PROVI SI ONS.

548- A. DEFI NI TI ONS.

548-B. CATASTROPHI C LOSS TAX ABATEMENT PROCEDURE.

548- C. COORDI NATI ON W TH SCHOOL AND VI LLAGE TAX LEVI ES.

548- D. ABATEMENT; STATE EXPENSE.

S 548. APPLICABILITY OF OTHER PROVI SIONS. THE PROVISIONS OF TITLES
ONE-A AND THREE OF THI'S ARTICLE SHALL APPLY TO THI' S TI TLE | NSOFAR AS
THEY ARE NOT | NCONSI STENT WTH THE PROVISIONS AND PURPOSES OF THI'S
TITLE, WH CH SHALL SUPERSEDE ANY | NCONSI STENT PROVI SI ON OF SUCH TI TLES
ONE- A AND THREE. THE PROVISIONS OF THIS TITLE SHALL APPLY TO TAXES
LEVI ED BY ALL MUNI Cl PAL CORPORATI ONS ONLY UPON A ONE, TWDO OR THREE FAM -
LY RESI DENCE.

S 548-A. DEFINITIONS. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI' S TI TLE:

1. A FAMLY RESI DENCE HAS UNDERGONE A " CATASTROPHI C LOSS" WHEN IT IS
TOTALLY DESTROYED OR |I'S SO EXTENSI VELY DAMAGED THAT AT LEAST ONE OF THE
DWELLING UNITS IN SUCH RESIDENCE |S UNFIT FOR HABI TATI ON AND CANNOT
REASONABLY BE MADE FI' T FOR HABI TATION WTHIN A PERIOD OF NI NETY DAYS
AFTER THE DAMAGE OCCURRED. SUCH CATASTROPHI C LOSS SHALL BE THE CONSE-
QUENCE OF DAMAGE CAUSED BY A NATURAL DI SASTER OR OTHER WEATHER- BASED
EVENT WH CH WAS A DECLARED STATE DI SASTER EMERGENCY OR LOCAL STATE OF

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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EMERGENCY PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE TWO-B OF THE EXECUTI VE LAW | NCLUDI NG, BUT
NOT LIMTED TO, A HURRI CANE, WND STORM | CE STORM STORM SURGE, FLOOD,
W LDFI RE, EARTHQUAKE, TORNADO, HI GH WATER, LANDSLI|DE, MJDSLI DE OR WAVE
ACTI ON.

2. "FAM LY RESIDENCE" MEANS AN OMNER- OCCUPI ED ONE, TWO OR THREE UNI'T
RESI DENTI AL DWELLI NG

S 548-B. CATASTROPHI C LOSS TAX ABATEMENT PROCEDURE. 1. THE PROPERTY
OMER OF A FAMLY RESIDENCE WH CH HAS UNDERGONE A CATASTROPHI C LGOSS
SHALL BE ELI G BLE TO FILE A CLAIM FOR A CATASTROPHI C LOSS TAX ABATEMENT
IF SUCH CATASTROPHI C LOSS OCCURRED WTHI N N NE MONTHS AFTER THE
COVPLETI ON OF THE FI NAL ASSESSMENT ROLL.

2. SUCH A CLAIM MJUST BE FI LED W TH THE ASSESSOR OR BOARD OF ASSESSORS
WTH N ELEVEN MONTHS AFTER THE COWMPLETI ON OF THE FI NAL ASSESSMENT ROLL.
A STATEMENT OF THE FACTS CONSTI TUTI NG THE BASIS OF THE CLAIM SHALL BE
FILED ON A FORM PRESCRI BED BY THE COWM SSI ONER. SUCH STATEMENT SHALL BE
MADE BY THE OMNER OF THE REAL PROPERTY, OR BY A PERSON AUTHORIZED |IN
WRITING BY THE CLAIMANT OR H' S OR HER ATTORNEY OR AGENT TO MAKE SUCH
STATEMENT WHO HAS KNOWLEDGE OF THE FACTS STATED THEREIN. SUCH WRITTEN
AUTHORI ZATI ON  SHALL BE MADE A PART OF SUCH STATEMENT. SUCH STATEMENT
SHALL ALSO CONTAIN THE FOLLOW NG SENTENCE: "I CERTIFY THAT ALL STATE-
MENTS MADE ON TH S APPLI CATI ON ARE TRUE AND CORRECT TO THE BEST OF WY
KNOWLEDGE AND BELI EF AND | UNDERSTAND THAT THE MAKI NG OF ANY W LLFULLY
FALSE STATEMENT OF MATERIAL FACT HEREIN WLL SUBJECT ME TO THE
PROVI SI ONS OF THE PENAL LAW RELEVANT TO THE MAKI NG AND FI LI NG OF FALSE
I NSTRUMENTS. " UPON THE FI LI NG OF SUCH STATEMENT, ALL COLLECTI ON OF TAX
EFFORTS SHALL BE SUSPENDED AND THE ACCRUAL OF | NTEREST OR PENALTIES OR
BOTH SHALL ALSO BE SUSPENDED. |F THE CLAIM IS SUSTAI NED, NO | NTEREST OR
PENALTY SHALL BE DUE, AND ANY | NTEREST OR PENALTY PAID PRIOR TO THE
FILING OF THE STATEMENT SHALL BE REFUNDED. |F THE CLAIM | S DEN ED, ALL
COLLECTI ON OF TAX EFFORTS SHALL RESUME, AND | NTEREST OR PENALTIES OR
BOTH SHALL RESUME  THEI R ACCRUAL RETROACTI VELY TO THE DATE OF SUSPEN-
SI ON.

3. THE CLAIM SHALL BE HEARD AND DETERM NED BY THE BOARD OF ASSESSMENT
REVI EW OR ASSESSMENT REVIEW COMWM SSION, AS THE CASE MAY BE. THE
PROCEEDI NGS | N HEARI NG AND DETERM NI NG THE CLAIM SHALL BE MODI FIED AS
NECESSARY TO SERVE THE PURPOSES OF THI S TI TLE AND SHALL BE I N ACCORDANCE
WTH THE REGULATI ONS OF THE COW SSI ONER. ALL CLAI MS SHALL BE HEARD AND
DECI DED NOT LATER THAN TWO MONTHS AFTER THE LAST DAY FOR FI LING A CLAIM

4. UPON THE DETERM NATI ON OF A CLAIM THE BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVI EW
OR ASSESSMENT REVI EW COW SSI ON, AS THE CASE MAY BE, SHALL G VE NOTI CE
OF THE DETERM NATI ON TO THE ASSESSOR OR BOARD OF ASSESSORS AND THE
CLAIMANT WTH N FIVE DAYS OF SUCH DETERM NATI ON.  NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY
| NCONSI STENT PROVI SION OF LAW |F THE CLAIM IS DETERM NED TO BE | N FAVOR
OF THE CLAI MANT, THE ASSESSOR OR BOARD OF ASSESSORS SHALL CORRECT THE
TENTATI VE ASSESSMENT ROLL, FINAL ASSESSMENT ROLL OR TAX ROLL, AS THE
CASE MAY BE, WTH N FI VE DAYS OF RECEI VI NG SUCH NOTI CE.

S 548-C. COORDI NATI ON W TH SCHOOL AND VI LLAGE TAX LEVIES. THE COW S-
SIONER SHALL PROMULGATE REGULATI ONS TO COORDI NATE ASSESSMENT ROLLS AND
TAX LEVIES OF COUNTIES, CITIES AND TOAMNS WTH THOSE OF SCHOOL DI STRI CTS
AND VI LLAGES.

S 548-D. ABATEMENT; STATE EXPENSE. 1. THE ABATEMENT GRANTED TO A PROP-
ERTY OWER PURSUANT TO THI'S TI TLE SHALL BE A STATE CHARGE, WH CH SHALL
BE PAYABLE AS PROVI DED I N THI S SECTI ON.

2. A TAXI NG AUTHORI TY SEEKI NG STATE Al D PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON SHALL
SUBM T AN APPLI CATI ON THEREFOR TO THE COW SSI ONER. THE APPLI CATI ON
SHALL | NCLUDE SUCH | NFORMATI ON AS THE COWMM SSI ONER SHALL REQUI RE.
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3. UPON APPROVING AN APPLICATION FOR STATE AID PURSUANT TO THI S
SECTI ON, THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL COWVPUTE AND CERTI FY THE AMOUNTS PAYABLE
TO A TAXING AUTHORI TY. SUCH STATE Al D SHALL BE PAYABLE UPON THE AUDI T
AND WARRANT OF THE STATE COWPTROLLER.

S 2. This act shall take effect i mediately and shall be deened to
have been in full force and effect on and after January 1, 2015;
provided that any and all rules and regul ati ons and any ot her neasures
necessary to inplenent any provision of this act shall be pronul gated
and taken on an energency basis, respectively, within 30 days after this
act shall have beconme a | aw



