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STATE OF NEW YORK

3648-- A
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 13, 2015

Introduced by Sens. ORTT, FUNKE -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be commtted to the Cormittee on Mental Health and
Devel opnmental Disabilities -- recommitted to the Conmmttee on Mental
Heal t h and Devel opnental Disabilities in accordance with Senate Rule
6, sec. 8 -- conmittee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as
amended and reconmitted to said commttee

AN ACT to anend the nental hygiene law, in relation to establishing a
community housing wait |ist

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 7.15 of the nmental hygiene |law is anended by addi ng
t hree new subdivisions (c), (d) and (e) to read as foll ows:

(© THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL ESTABLI SH A COVWUNI TY HOUSI NG WAI T LI ST FOR
| NDI VI DUALS SEEKI NG HOUSI NG AND RELATED SERVICES WTHIN THE OFFICE OF
MENTAL HEALTH SERVI CE SYSTEM

(1) FOR PURPCSES OF THIS SECTION THE FOLLOW NG DEFI NI TI ONS SHALL
APPLY:

(1) "COVUNI TY HOUSI NG WAI' T LI ST* SHALL MEAN A LIST OF | ND VIDUALS
WTH A DOCUMVENTED MENTAL | LLNESS WHO MEET THE ELI A BILITY CRI TERI A FOR
HOUSI NG PROGRAMS LI CENSED, OPERATED OR FUNDED BY THE OFFICE OF MENTAL
HEALTH AND HAVE APPLIED FOR OR BEEN REFERRED TO BUT HAVE NOT YET
RECEI VED HOUSING SERVICES |INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO SUPPORTED,
SUPPORTI VE, SUPERVI SED OR CONGREGATE.

(1l1) "HOUSI NG SERVI CES PROVI DER'" SHALL MEAN ANY HOLDER OF AN OPERATI NG
CERTI FI CATE | SSUED PURSUANT TO ARTICLE THI RTY-ONE OF THI S CHAPTER, OR
EVERY HOUSI NG PROGRAM FUNDED, OPERATED, ADM NI STERED OR LI CENSED BY THE
OFFI CE | NCLUDI NG ANY LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNI' T MENTAL HEALTH HOUSI NG REFER-
RAL SYSTEM AND EACH SI NGLE PO NT OF ENTRY OFFI CE, OPERATED BY OR UNDER
CONTRACT WTH A DIRECTOR OF COMWUN TY SERVI CES PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE
FORTY- ONE OF THI S CHAPTER

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(I'11) "AGENCY OR [INSTITUTION' SHALL | NCLUDE ADULT HOVES, NURSING
HOVES, FOSTER CARE PROVI DERS, HOMVELESS SHELTERS, STATE PSYCH ATRI C
CENTERS, HOSPI TALS, CORRECTI ONAL FACI LI TIES AND OTHER REFERRI NG ENTI -
TI ES.

(2) (1) EVERY SIXTY DAYS, EACH HOUSI NG SERVI CE PROVI DER SHALL REPORT
TO THE OFFI CE THE NAME OF EACH PERSON WHO | S REFERRED TO, APPLIES FOR,
IS ADM TTED TGO W THDRAWS AN APPLI CATION FOR OR IS DENI ED ADM SSI ON TO
THE PROVI DER S HOUSI NG PROGRAM ALONG W TH SUCH OTHER | NFORVATI ON AS THE
COW SSI ONER MAY REQUI RE.

(1'l') EVERY SIXTY DAYS, EACH AGENCY OR I NSTI TUTI ON MAKI NG REFERRALS FOR
HOUSI NG SERVI CES I N THE OFFI CE OF MENTAL HEALTH SERVICE SYSTEM SHALL
PROVI DE TO THE OFFI CE THE NAMES OF PERSONS VWHOM | T REFERRED TO A HOUSI NG
SERVI CES PROVI DER, ALONG W TH SUCH OTHER | NFORMVATI ON AS THE COWMM SSI ONER
MAY REQUI RE.

(1'11) EVERY SI XTY DAYS, EACH COUNTY' S COVMUNI TY- BASED AGENCY PERFORM
I NG ASSESSMENTS OF PEOPLE W TH DI SABI LI TI ES USI NG THE UNI FORM ASSESSMVENT
TOOL, AS REQUI RED BY PARAGRAPH (B) OF SUBDI VI SION ONE OF SECTION SEVEN
HUNDRED THREE OF THE EXECUTI VE LAW SHALL PROVI DE TO THE OFFI CE THE NANME
OF EACH PERSON WTH A DOCUMENTED MENTAL | LLNESS WHO | S ASSESSED AND
MEETS THE ELIG BILITY CRITERIA FOR THE ARRAY O THE OFFICE' S FUNDED,
OPERATED, AND/OR LICENSED HOUSI NG PROGRAMS AND THE NAMES OF THOSE
PERSONS | T HAS REFERRED TO HOUSI NG AND SERVI CE PROVI DERS ALONG W TH SUCH
OTHER | NFORVATI ON AS THE COWM SSI ONER MAY REQUI RE.

(D) THE COW SSI ONER SHALL ESTABLI SH POLI CIES, PROCEDURES AND FORMS
FOR THE COMVUNITY HOUSI NG WAI' T LI ST I N ORDER TO ENSURE THAT APPLI CANTS
AND PROSPECTI VE APPLI CANTS FOR HOUSI NG PROGRAMS, HOUSI NG SERVI CES
PROVI DERS, REFERRING AGENCIES AND | NSTITUTIONS, AND COVMUNI TY BASED
AGENCI ES ARE ABLE TO SUBM T WAI' T LI ST | NFORVATI ON AND COPI ES OF APPLI -
CANTS AND REFERRALS DI RECTLY TO THE OFFI CE VI A ELECTRONI C MEANS. SUCH
PCLI Gl ES, PROCCEDURES AND FORMS SHALL SAFEGUARD THE CONFI DENTI ALLY OF
| NFORVATI ON CONCERNI NG PERSONS SEEKI NG HOUSI NG, AND ACCORD EACH PERSON
ON THE WAIT LIST AN OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE A WRITTEN COPY OF ALL
PERSONAL | NFORVATI ON MAINTAINED ON THE WAIT LIST. SUCH POLI CI ES AND
PROCEDURES SHALL PROVI DE FOR THE COVMUNI TY HOUSI NG WAI' T LI ST TO | NCLUDE
ALL PERSONS ON ANY LOCAL OR STATE WAIT LI ST FOR HOUSI NG BEFORE THE
EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S SUBDI VI SION AND THE DATE UPON WH CH EACH SUCH
PERSON WAS FI RST PLACED ON SUCH WAI'T LIST. SUCH LI ST SHALL ALSO | NCLUDE
PERSONS WHO ARE PLACED ON ANY SUCH LOCAL OR STATE WAIT LIST ON OR AFTER
THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S SUBDI VI SI ON.

(E) THE COW SSI ONER SHALL PREPARE A REPORT ON THE COVMUNITY HOUSI NG
WAIT LIST OF PERSONS SEEKI NG HOUSI NG W THI N THE MENTAL HEALTH SYSTEM
THE REPORT SHALL | NCLUDE COMMUNI TY BASED HOUSI NG AND RELATED SERVI CES
FOR VWH CH PERSONS ARE ASSESSED PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE TWENTY-FI VE OF THE
EXECUTI VE LAW SUCH REPCRT, BROKEN OQUT BY COUNTY, SHALL | NCLUDE BUT NOT
BE LIMTED TO, (1) THE NUMBER OF ADULTS REFERRED TO THE COMMUNI TY HOUS-
ING WAIT LIST; (2) THE NUMBER OF ADULTS THAT APPLI ED FOR EACH CATEGCORY
OF RESI DENTI AL SERVI CE; (3) THE NUMBER OF ADULTS, ADM TTED TO EACH CATE-
GORY OF RESIDENTIAL SERVICE;, (4) THE NUMBER OF ADULTS DEN ED ADM SSI ON
FOR EACH CATEGORY OF RESI DENTI AL SERVI CE; (5) THE NUMBER OF ADULTS WHO
W THDREW APPLI CATI ONS FOR EACH CATEGORY OF RESI DENTI AL SERVI CE; AND ( 6)
THE NUMBER OF ADULTS ON THE STATEWDE WAIT LIST FOR EACH CATEGORY OF
RESI DENTI AL SERVI CE. SUCH REPORT SHALL | NCLUDE FOR EACH CATEGORY AND
COUNTY, THE NUMBER OF MONTHS ON THE WAIT LIST FOR EACH PERSON.  SUCH
REPORT SHALL | NCLUDE THE TYPES, CAPACI TI ES AND VACANCY RATES OF RESI DEN-
TIAL SERVICES OFFERED IN EACH COUNTY. THE REPORTS SHALL | NCLUDE ANY
ACTI ONS TAKEN BY THE OFFI CE TO REDUCE THE LENGTH OF THE WAIT LIST FOR
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EACH CATEGORY OF RESIDENTIAL SERVI CES, | NCLUDI NG THE METHODS BY WHI CH
THE OFFI CE PRI ORI TI ZES THE PROVI SIONS OF SERVICES TO PERSONS ON THE
STATEWDE COMMUNITY HOUSING WAIT LI ST AND THE ACTIONS OF THE OFFI CE TO
| NFORM THE PUBLI C ABOUT THE COVMUNI TY HOUSI NG WAI' T LI ST AND THE AVAI L-
ABI LITY OF COWUNI TY HOUSI NG AND SERVI CES FOR ADULTS WTH A DOCUMENTED
MENTAL | LLNESS. THE OFFI CE SHALL SUBM T THE REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR, THE
CHAlI RPERSON OF THE SENATE MENTAL HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENTAL DI SABI LI TI ES
COW TTEE AND THE CHAI RPERSON OF THE ASSEMBLY MENTAL HEALTH COWM TTEE ON
OR BEFORE JANUARY FI RST, TWO THOUSAND ElI GHTEEN AND QUARTERLY THEREAFTER.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective i Mmedi at e-
ly, the addition, anendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regul ation
necessary for the inplenmentation of this act on its effective date are
authorized and directed to be made and conpleted on or before such
effective date.



