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STATE OF NEW YORK

3637
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 13, 2015

Introduced by Sen. ORTT -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Mental Health and Devel op-
mental Disabilities

AN ACT to anend the nental hygiene law, in relation to establishing the
task force on adults with devel opnental disabilities; and providing
for the repeal of such provisions upon expiration thereof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The legislature finds that devel op-
mental disabilities require a lifetinme of person-centered services and
supports, yet nmuch of the focus on devel opnental disabilities relates to
educati on and devel opnent, and negl ects concerns that may arise later in
a person's life. The legislature also finds that adults with devel op-
mental disabilities nay face significant challenges in various aspects
of their lives, including such areas as job placenent, housing and | ong-
term care. Consequently, the legislature finds that there is a pressing
need for policynmakers and advocates in the state to fornul ate achi evabl e
goal s for state governnment to neet in order to better serve the comuni -
ty of adults with devel opnmental disabilities. To this end, it is in the
public interest to establish a task force on adults wi th devel opnental
disabilities to devel op a conprehensive plan for neeting the various
needs of adults with devel opnmental disabilities Iiving in New York.

S 2. The nmental hygiene |law is anended by addi ng a new section 13. 42
to read as foll ows:

S 13.42 TASK FORCE ON ADULTS W TH DEVELOPMENTAL DI SABI LI Tl ES.

(A) THERE | S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED THE TASK FORCE ON ADULTS W TH DEVELOP-
MENTAL DI SABILITIES IN THE OFFI CE. THE PURPOSE OF THE TASK FORCE SHALL
BE TO STUDY, EVALUATE AND DEVELOP RECOMVENDATI ONS RELATI NG TO SPECI FI C
ACTI ONABLE MEASURES TO SUPPORT AND MEET THE NEEDS OF ADULTS W TH DEVEL-
OPMENTAL DI SABILITIES WHO ARE RESIDENTS OF THE STATE, | NCLUDI NG SUCH
NEEDS AS VOCATI ONAL, RESI DENTI AL AND SOCI AL NEEDS. ADDI TI ONALLY, THE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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TASK FORCE SHALL STUDY THE LONG TERM NEEDS OF ADULTS W TH DEVELOPMENTAL
DI SABI LI TI ES WHO RESI DE W TH CAREG VERS. THE RECOMMVENDATI ONS OF THE TASK
FORCE SHALL COWPRI SE THE BASI S FOR A COWPREHENSI VE PLAN FOR MEETI NG THE
NEEDS OF ADULTS W TH DEVELOPMENTAL DI SABI LI TIES, AND SHALL BE SUBM TTED
TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE LEGQ SLATURE PURSUANT TO SUBDIVISION (F) OF TH'S
SECTI ON.

(B) THE TASK FORCE SHALL CONSI ST OF TEN MEMBERS AS FOLLOWS:

(1) THE COW SSI ONER, THE COVM SSI ONER OF MENTAL HEALTH, THE COWM S-
SI ONER OF HOUSI NG AND COVWUNI TY  RENEWAL, THE COW SSI ONER OF HEALTH,
THE COVM SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON AND THE COWM SSI ONER OF LABOR; AND

(2) FOUR MEMBERS W TH DEMONSTRATED EXPERTI SE | N | SSUES RELATI NG TO THE
WORK OF THE TASK FORCE; W TH TWD SUCH MEMBERS APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR,
ONE SUCH MEMBER APPO NTED BY THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE, AND
ONE SUCH MEMBER APPO NTED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, NO LATER THAN
THE THI RTI ETH DAY AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S SECTI ON.

VACANCIES IN THE MEMBERSH P OF THE TASK FORCE SHALL BE FILLED IN THE
SAME MANNER PROVI DED FOR BY THE ORI G NAL APPO NTMENTS.

(© THE COW SSI ONER OR THE COMM SSI ONER S DESI GNEE SHALL SERVE AS
CHAI RPERSON OF THE TASK FORCE. THE TASK FORCE SHALL ORGANI ZE AS SOON AS
PRACTI CABLE FOLLOW NG THE APPO NTMENT OF | TS MEMBERS AND SHALL SELECT A
VI CE- CHAl RPERSON FROM AMONG THE MEMBERS. THE CHAI RPERSON SHALL APPO NT A
SECRETARY WHO NEED NOT BE A MEMBER OF THE TASK FORCE.

(D) THE MEMBERS OF THE TASK FORCE SHALL RECElI VE NO COVPENSATI ON FOR
THEI R SERVI CES, BUT SHALL BE ALLOWED THEI R ACTUAL AND NECESSARY EXPENSES
| NCURRED | N THE PERFORMANCE OF THEI R DUTI ES.

(E) TO THE MAXI MUM EXTENT FEASI BLE, THE TASK FORCE SHALL BE ENTI TLED
TO REQUEST AND RECEIVE, AND SHALL UTILIZE AND BE PROVI DED W TH SUCH
FACI LI TIES, RESOURCES AND DATA OF ANY COURT, DEPARTMENT, DI VI SION,
BOARD, BUREAU, COWM SSI ON OR AGENCY OF THE STATE OR ANY POLI TI CAL SUBDI -
VISION THEREOF AS | T MAY REASONABLY REQUEST TO PROPERLY CARRY QUT I TS
PONERS AND DUTI ES.

(F) THE TASK FORCE SHALL REPORT I TS FINDINGS AND RECOMVENDATIONS TO
THE GOVERNOR, THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF
THE ASSEMBLY ON OR BEFORE JANUARY FI RST, TWO THOUSAND SEVENTEEN.

S 3. This act shall take effect immediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed two years after such effective date.



