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STATE OF NEW YORK

3206--A
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 3, 2015

I ntroduced by Sens. FLANAGAN, BOYLE, FELDER, MARTINS, ORTT, RANZENHOFER
SEWVARD -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be
committed to the Committee on Education -- reported favorably from
said conmttee and conmtted to the Conmttee on Finance -- committee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anmended and reconmmtted
to said conmttee

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to conputer-based assess-
nment technol ogy apporti onnent

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The Ilegislature hereby finds it an
essential goal to ensure that all New York students receive a high-qual -
ity education. The legislature supports the goals of the board of
regents in developing a rich educational systemthat provides nultiple
pat hways to graduation, so that all students are college and career
ready. The legislature also recognizes that ensuring our students are
fully prepared to conpete in the gl obal marketplace requires a signif-
icant investnment of tine and resources. As such, it is vitally inportant
to invest wsely in the devel opnent and adm nistration of high-quality
assessments that not only nmeasure the progress of students attaining
such standards, but also enhance the overall goal of student | earning.
However, the financial investnents associated with the developnent and
adm nistration of high-quality assessnments are not yet fully neasured,
and have the potential to be significant. Therefore, the legislature
deternmines that the costs associated with the devel opnent, inplenenta-
tion, and adm nistration of high-quality assessnments shall not be borne
by local taxpayers, and shall instead be fully funded with financia
support fromthe state.

S 2. The education law is anended by adding a new section 756 to read
as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 756. COVPUTER- BASED ASSESSMENT TECHNOLOGY APPORTI ONMENT. 1. | N ADDI -
TION TO ANY OTHER APPORTI ONVENTS UNDER THI S CHAPTER, FOR Al D PAYABLE
BEG NNI NG I N THE TWO THOUSAND SI XTEEN- - TWO THOUSAND SEVENTEEN SCHOOL
YEAR, A SCHOOL DI STRICT AND BOARD OF COOPERATI VE EDUCATI ONAL SERVI CES
SHALL BE ELIGBLE FOR AN APPORTI ONVENT UNDER THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S
SECTION FOR ALL  TECHNOLOGY PURCHASES NECESSARY TO ADM NI STER
COVWPUTER- BASED STATE ASSESSMENTS.

2. FOR PURPCSES OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON, " TECHNOLOGY PURCHASES" SHALL MEAN
NEW PURCHASES OF, AND/ OR UPGRADES OF EXI STI NG COWUTERS AND ANY COWPU
TER- RELATED EQUI PMENT, | NCLUDI NG HARDWARE AND ANY NECESSARY SOFTWARE,
NEEDED TO ADEQUATELY ADM NI STER REQUI RED COVMPUTER- BASED STATE ASSESS-
MENTS.

3. THE TECHNOLOGY PURCHASES SHALL BE OF A SUFFI CI ENT QUALITY TO

A. PROPERLY AND SECURELY ADM NI STER EACH REQUI RED COWPUTER- BASED
ASSESSMENT PRESCRI BED BY THE DEPARTMENT; AND

B. PROPERLY HANDLE THE NUMBER OF STUDENTS IN A PARTI CULAR SCHOOL
DI STRI CT OR BOARD OF COCPERATI VE EDUCATI ONAL SERVI CES TAKING A COWU
TER- BASED STATE ASSESSMENT AT A G VEN TIME, IN THE TI ME ALLOTTED BY THE
DEPARTMENT.

4. NO SCHOOL DI STRICT SHALL BE REQU RED TO PURCHASE OR OTHERW SE
ACQUI RE | NSTRUCTI ONAL COWPUTER HARDWARE OR TECHNOLOGY EQUI PMENT, THE
COST OF WHI CH EXCEEDS THE AMOUNT OF STATE Al D PROVI DED PURSUANT TO THI'S
SECTI ON.

5. THE APPORTI ONMENT PROVIDED FOR IN TH S SECTI ON SHALL BE PAI D AT
SUCH TI MES AS MAY BE DETERM NED BY THE COWM SSI ONER AND APPROVED BY THE
DI RECTOR OF THE BUDGET, DURI NG THE SCHOOL YEAR | N WHI CH THE EXPENDI TURES
ARE REPORTED TO THE DEPARTMENT PRI OR TO SUCH APPORTI ONMVENT, BUT NOT
EARLI ER THAN THE SCHOOL YEAR AFTER THE SCHOOL YEAR | N WHI CH EXPENSES ARE
| NCURRED.

S 3. The comm ssioner of education shall develop a plan to mnimze
overall taxpayer investnent in the devel opnent of, and adm nistration
of , high-quality conputer-based state assessnents. Such plan shall iden-
tify the costs of inplenenting conputer-based assessnents and shall
focus on ways to |leverage state resources in assessnent devel opment and
adm nistration to mnimze the inpact on |local school districts and
taxpayers. Such plan shall be presented to the governor, the tenporary
presi dent of the senate, the speaker of the assenbly, and the chairs of
the senate and assenbly education committees prior to nmaking any comit -
nment to inplenenting conputer-based testing, but not |ater than Decenber
1, 2015.

S 4. This act shall take effect imediately.



