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STATE OF NEW YORK

2932
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 30, 2015

Introduced by Sen. DeFRANCISCO -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be commtted to the Cormittee on |Investigations and
Gover nment Qperations

AN ACT to anend the tax law, in relation to creating an urban science,
t echnol ogy, engineering and math (U STEM nentor vol unteer program for
yout h and providing for the repeal of such provisions upon expiration
t her eof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "urban
science, technology, engineering and mth (U STEM nentor vol unteer
program for youth act".

S 2. Legislative findings and intent. The |Ilegislature hereby finds
that there is a need to develop, pronote and facilitate a nentor vol un-
teer programspecifically designed to foster greater student partic-
ipation for pupils living in high concentrations of poverty in large
urban areas who are in grades seven to twelve in the study of science,
technol ogy, engineering and mathematics herein referred to as STEM
progranms. The legislature further finds that the STEM progranmatic areas
are under-served and under-represented by pupils living in poverty in
the large urban school districts of the state due in part to the finan-
cial circunstances of the school districts as well as the conpeting
programmati c requirenents for high school graduation.

Furthernore, the |legislature finds that STEM busi nesses in the |arge
urban areas are in need of greater nunbers of qualified students to
pursue careers in the STEMfields and that there is a state interest in
fostering a programmati c connection between these businesses and their
school districts to nentor, develop and train students interested in
STEM car eers.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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Therefore be it resolved that the Ilegislature creates the urban
sci ence, technol ogy, engineering and mathenmatics (U STEM nentor vol un-
teer programfor pupils in the large city school districts of the state.

S 3. Section 210 of the tax law is anended by addi ng a new subdi vi si on
4 to read as foll ows:

4. URBAN SClI ENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGd NEERI NG AND MATH (U STEM) MENTOR
VOLUNTEER PROGRAM FOR YOUTH ACT CREDIT. (A) NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER
PROVI SI ON OF LAW RULE OR REGULATI ON TO THE CONTRARY, BUSI NESSES | DENTI -
FI ED AS STEM EMPLOYERS SHALL BE ALLOWED A CREDI T AGAI NST THE TAX | MPOSED
BY THI S ARTI CLE EQUAL TO FI VE PERCENT OF THE COVBI NED ANNUAL SALARI ES OF
| NDI VI DUALS PARTI Cl PATING I N THE U- STEM MENTOR VOLUNTEER PROGRAM UP TO A
MAXI MUM OF FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS ANNUALLY FOR EACH QUALI FYI NG
BUSI NESS.

(B) I NDI VIDUALS OF ELI A BLE EMPLOYERS WHO ELECT TO PARTI Cl PATE IN THE
U STEM MENTOR VOLUNTEER PROGRAM SHALL PARTI Cl PATE THROUGH A PARTNERSHI P
BETWEEN THE EMPLOYER AND A SCHOOL DISTRICT OF A CITY WTH A POPULATI ON
OF AT LEAST ONE HUNDRED TVENTY- FI VE THOUSAND BUT LESS THAN ONE M LLI ON
| NHABI TANTS ACCORDI NG TO THE LATEST FEDERAL CENSUS AND COW T TO AT
LEAST ONE HUNDRED EI GHTY HOURS ANNUALLY OF MENTOR VOLUNTEER ACTI VI Tl ES.

(O QUALI FYI NG EMPLOYERS SHALL MAI NTAI N WRI TTEN DOCUMENTATI ON OF THEI R
EMPLOYEE' S PARTI ClI PATION I N THE U- STEM MENTOR VOLUNTEER PROGRAM | NCLUD-
I NG THE NUMBER OF HOURS OF MENTOR VOLUNTEERI NG PER MONTH, WHICH MJST
| NCLUDE MENTOR VOLUNTEERING |IN A SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGJ NEERI NG OR
MATHEMATI CS CLASS FI VE DAYS PER WEEK FOR A M NI MUM OF ONE SCHOOL YEAR
SUCH | NFORMATI ON SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO THE DEPARTMENT UPON REQUEST.

(D) SCHOOL DI STRICTS PARTICIPATING IN THE U STEM MENTOR VOLUNTEER
PROGRAM SHALL DO SO ON A VOLUNTARY BASIS AND COWLY W TH ALL APPLI CABLE
LAWS AND REGULATI ONS PERTAI NI NG TO MENTOR VOLUNTEER PROGRAMS AND ACTI V-
| TI ES.

(E) THE CREDI T ALLOAED UNDER THI S SUBDI VI SI ON FOR ANY TAXABLE YEAR MAY
NOT REDUCE THE TAX DUE FOR SUCH YEAR TO LESS THAN THE AMOUNT PRESCRI BED
IN PARAGRAPH (D) OF SUBDIVISION ONE OF THI S SECTI ON. HONEVER, | F THE
AMOUNT OF CREDI T ALLOWNED UNDER THI'S SUBDI VI SION FOR ANY TAXABLE YEAR
REDUCES THE TAX TO SUCH AMOUNT, ANY AMOUNT OF CREDI T THUS NOT DEDUCTI BLE
IN SUCH TAXABLE YEAR WLL BE TREATED AS AN OVERPAYMENT OF TAX TO BE
CREDI TED OR REFUNDED | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SIONS OF SECTION ONE
THOUSAND ElI GHTY-SI X OF TH S CHAPTER. PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THE PROVI SI ONS
OF SUBSECTI ON (C) OF SECTI ON ONE THOUSAND ElI GHTY-EIGHT OF THI' S CHAPTER
NOTW THSTANDI NG, NO | NTEREST W LL BE PAI D THEREON.

S 4. Section 606 of the tax law is anmended by addi ng a new subsection
(ccc) to read as foll ows:

(CCC) URBAN SCI ENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENG NEERI NG AND MATH (U STEM)  MENTOR
VOLUNTEER PROGRAM FOR YOUTH ACT CREDIT. (1) NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER
PROVI SION OF LAWRULE OR REGULATION TO THE CONTRARY, PARTI Cl PATI NG
EMPLOYEES OF BUSI NESSES | DENTIFIED AS STEM EMPLOYERS W TH TAX EXEMPT
STATUS UNDER SECTI ON 501(C)(3) OF THE UN TED STATES | NTERNAL REVENUE
CODE SHALL BE ALLOWED A CREDIT EQUAL TO FI VE HUNDRED DOLLARS ANNUALLY
FOR EACH EMPLOYEE.

(2) I NDI VIDUALS OF ELI A BLE EMPLOYERS WHO ELECT TO PARTI Cl PATE IN THE
U STEM MENTOR VOLUNTEER PROGRAM SHALL PARTI Cl PATE THROUGH A PARTNERSHI P
BETWEEN THE EMPLOYER AND A SCHOOL DISTRICT OF A CITY WTH A POPULATI ON
OF AT LEAST ONE HUNDRED TVENTY- FI VE THOUSAND BUT LESS THAN ONE M LLI ON
| NHABI TANTS ACCORDI NG TO THE LATEST FEDERAL CENSUS AND COW T TO AT
LEAST ONE HUNDRED EI GHTY HOURS ANNUALLY OF MENTOR VOLUNTEER ACTI VI Tl ES.

(3) QUALI FYI NG EMPLOYERS SHALL MAI NTAI N WRI TTEN DOCUMENTATI ON OF THEI R
EMPLOYEE' S PARTI Cl PATION I N THE U- STEM MENTOR VOLUNTEER PROGRAM | NCLUD-
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I NG THE NUMBER OF HOURS OF MENTOR VOLUNTEERING PER MONTH, WHICH MJST
| NCLUDE MENTOR VOLUNTEERING IN A SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGJ NEERI NG OR
MATHEMATI CS CLASS FI VE DAYS PER WEEK FOR A M NI MUM OF ONE SCHOOL YEAR
SUCH | NFORMATI ON SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO THE DEPARTMENT UPON REQUEST.

(4) SCHOOL DI STRICTS PARTICIPATING IN THE U STEM MENTOR VOLUNTEER
PROGRAM SHALL DO SO ON A VOLUNTARY BASIS AND COWLY W TH ALL APPLI CABLE
LAWS AND REGULATI ONS PERTAI NI NG TO MENTOR VOLUNTEER PROGRAMS AND ACTI V-
| TI ES.

(5 I'F THE AMOUNT OF THE CREDI T ALLONED UNDER THI S SUBSECTI ON FOR ANY
TAXABLE YEAR SHALL EXCEED THE TAXPAYER S TAX FOR SUCH YEAR, THE EXCESS
SHALL BE TREATED AS AN OVERPAYMENT OF TAX TO BE CREDI TED OR REFUNDED I N
ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ON SI X HUNDRED ElI GHTY-SI X OF TH S
ARTI CLE, PROVI DED, HOAEVER, THAT NO | NTEREST SHALL BE PAI D THEREON.

S 5. This act shall take effect immediately and shall apply to taxable
years beginning on or after January 1, 2016 and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed January 1, 2019.



