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STATE OF NEW YORK

2617
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 26, 2015

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Social Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to recipients of
publ i c assi stance who | ack appropriate child care

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 5 of section 131 of the social services |aw, as
added by section 11 of part B of chapter 436 of the laws of 1997, s
amended to read as foll ows:

5. No public assistance shall be given to an applicant for or recipi-
ent of public assistance who has failed to conply with the requirenents
of this chapter, or has refused to accept enploynent in which he or she
is able to engage. EXCEPT THAT NO APPLI CANT OR RECIPIENT WHO IS THE
PARENT OR CARETAKER RELATIVE OF AN ELI A BLE CHI LD SHALL BE SUBJECT TO
THE I NELIG BILITY PROVISIONS OF THI S CHAPTER | F THE LACK OF CHI LD CARE
THAT |S APPROPRI ATE, SU TABLE, AND W THI N A REASONABLE DI STANCE, AND
REFLECTS PARENTAL PREFERENCES PREVENTS THE | NDIVIDUAL FROM COVPLYI NG
W TH THE REQUI REMENTS THEREI N

S 2. Paragraph (e) of subdivision 1 of section 332 of the socia
services |law, as anmended by section 148 of part B of chapter 436 of the
laws of 1997, is anended and a new paragraph (f) is added to read as
fol | ows:

(e) a woman who is pregnant, beginning thirty days prior to the
nmedically verified date of delivery of her child[.];

(F) THE PARENT OR CARETAKER RELATIVE OF AN ELI G BLE CHI LD, FOR THE
PERI OD OF TI ME DURI NG WHI CH SUCH PARTI Cl PATI ON | S PREVENTED BY THE LACK
O CH LD CARE THAT |S APPROPRI ATE, SU TABLE AND W THI N A REASONABLE
DI STANCE, AND THAT | S REFLECTI VE OF THE CHI LD CARE PREFERENCES | NCLUDED
I N THE PARENT' S ASSESSMENT.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 3. Subdivision 1 of section 336-d of the social services |aw, as
added by section 148 of part B of chapter 436 of the laws of 1997, s
amended to read as foll ows:

1. Each applicant for or recipient of public assistance shall, upon
request of the social services official, denonstrate that he or she is
engaged in an active and continuing effort to achieve self-sufficiency
as defined by the departnent. Such effort shall include but not be
limted to an active and continuing search for enploynent, or for
persons ot herwi se exenpt in accordance with section three hundred thir-
ty-two of this title, and where deened appropriate by the socia
services official, activities that foster preparation for enploynent.
Each such applicant or recipient shall have an affirmative duty to
accept any offer of [awful enploynment in which he or she may engage. The
failure of a social services district to assign applicants and recipi-
ents to activities pursuant to this title shall not relieve such persons
from the requirenents of this section. An individual who fails to
conply with the requirenents of the section shall be subject to the
provisions set forth in subdivision five of section one hundred thirty-
one of this chapter and [of section] SECTIONS three hundred forty-one
and three hundred forty-two of this title. EXCEPT THAT NO APPLI CANT OR
RECI PI ENT WHO | S THE PARENT OR CARETAKER RELATIVE OF AN ELIABLE CHILD
SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE INELIG BILITY PROVISIONS OF TH'S SECTION | F THE
LACK OF CHI LD CARE THAT | S APPROPRI ATE, SUI TABLE, AND WTHIN A REASONM
ABLE DI STANCE PREVENTS THE | ND VIDUAL FROM COWPLYI NG W TH THE WORK
REQUI REMENTS OF THI S SECTI ON.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a |law. Effective i mediately, the addition, anend-
nment and/or repeal of any rule or regul ati on necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date is authorized to be nmade on or
bef ore such date.



