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STATE OF NEW YORK

1884
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 15, 2015

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Education

AN ACT in relation to establishing the Beacon School Pilot Program in
New York city school s

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "New York City Beacon School Act".

S 2. Legislative findings. GQun violence and gang activity has becone a
severe issue in the United States as a whole, specifically in New York,
Los Angeles, Detroit, and Chicago. |In nobst cases, youth join gangs
because they feel they need protection, they want to be accepted,
respected or all of the above. Through various youth devel opnent initi-
atives and programs we can create an environnent that will neet these
needs for young people in urban communities and thus reduce gang and gun
vi ol ence. Beacon offers New York city youth with a place to grow through
chal l enging activities, caring relationships, and opportunities. The
youth devel opnment quality of the Beacon environnent results in higher
sel f -est eem anong yout h, increased |eadership skills, and higher expec-
tations by staff and youth for behavi or and performance. Beacon reduces
the |ikelihood of students to cut classes, bullying, and other crines
agai nst persons or property. Beacon al so provides inportant services and
activities for neighborhood adults including sports, physical fitness,
basic education, English-language instruction, GED preparation and
conmputer instruction. Beacon creates cohesion between youths, parents,
community organi zati ons and busi nesses, engaging the comunity in an
effort to reduce gang and gun vi ol ence.

S 3. Purpose. The purpose of this act is to provide all public el enen-
tary and secondary schools located in New York city the structure, flex-
ibility and support necessary to operate under the Beacon school node
to:
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1. enable public schools and conmunity partners, including public and

private agencies, conmunity based organizations, |ocal governnent,
i nstitutions of higher education, famlies, after school program provid-
ers, sunmer program providers, nmuseuns, libraries, and other cultura

institutions and civic organizations, to |everage their resources and
prepare the community they serve to conpete in today's gl obal econony;

2. reduce the incidents of gun and gang violence in the New York city
community by providing the activities and educati on necessary to engage
the conmunity; and

3. provide funding for the expansion, and the continuation of
results-driven partnerships that align numerous funding streamns, includ-
ing public and private funding, and | everage existing funding to nmake
every New York city public school into a Beacon school.

S 4. Definitions. As used in this act the following ternms shall have
the foll owi ng nmeani ngs:

1. "Beacon" shall nean a community center |ocated in public elenmentary
and secondary school buildings, offering a range of activities and

services to participants of all ages, before and after school, in the
eveni ngs, and on weekends.
2. "Host school"” shall nean the point of entry for all Beacon activ-

ities located within a nei ghborhood.

3. "Nei ghborhood" shall mean the community zoned to the public school.

4. "Community based organi zati on" shall mean any organi zation i ncorpo-
rated for the purpose of providing services or other assistance to
econonmically or socially disadvantaged persons within its designated
community. Such organi zation shall have a board of directors of which
nore than half of such nenbers shall reside in such designated communi -
ty.
5. "Comunity advisory council" shall nean the advisory council estab-
| i shed by the host school.

6. "Nei ghborhood organi zation/institution for profit or not-for-profit
organi zati on" shall mean any such organi zati on which had been approved
by the host school and advisory council to participate in programns
of fered at the Beacon center.

S 5. The Beacon school nodel. 1. Every public elenentary and secondary
school shall be enpowered to use funds whether public, private, or
otherwise, to transformthe host school into a Beacon school, in order
to: (i) inprove student achievenent in the school; (ii) create incen-
tives to grow and sustain comunity partnerships so that the school and
community work together to inprove student academ c achievenent and
social and enotional well-being; and (iii) decrease youth gang and gun
violence in the comunity.

2. Prograns under the Beacon school nodel shall include but not be
limted to recreational progranms, social services, educational enrich-
ment, and vocational activities.

3. Al Beacon schools shall address youth developnent progranmm ng,
acadeni ¢ support and enhancenent, parent involvenment and famly support,
and nei ghborhood safety and community buil ding as determ ned necessary
by the host school and comrunity advisory council

S 6. Beacon advisory council. 1. Each Beacon shall develop and nmain-
tain an advisory council as defined in this section to guide the
programm ng and activities of the Beacon center.

2. The council shall provide governance and serve as an organi zi ng and
mar ket vehicle for participation in the Beacon center.

3. The goal of the council shall be to enable the Beacon center to
maintain close ties to the host school and the community to strengthen
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the focus on supporting educational achievenent and other positive
out cones for youth and famlies.

4. Council nenbers shall be volunteer representatives fromthe comru-
nity conmtted to participating in the discussion, planning, and inple-
nmentation of ideas, activities, and prograns that further the goals of
t he Beacon center in the five areas of: (i) |eadership devel oprment, (ii)
acadenmic enrichnment, (iii) famly strengthening, (iv) personal capacity
building in community residents and (v) the reduction of violence.

5. The <council shall maintain a nmenbership which is consistent with
t he Beacon M ddle School Initiative launched by the New York Gty
Depart nent of Youth and Conmunity Devel opnent.

S 7. Duties of the council. The council is charged with the foll ow ng
tasks: participate in the assessnent and devel opnent of Beacon center
programm ng needs; assist wth initial and regularly updated needs
assessments to guide the developnment of Beacon programmng that s
responsive to priority comunity needs and interests; participate in
eval uating the effectiveness of Beacon services and reconmend program
i mprovenents; conduct ongoing efforts to elicit evaluative infornmation
fromresidents on Beacon center activities and services via satisfaction

surveys, focus groups, interviews, and other evaluation nmet hods;
conplete advisory council training designed to build capability for
| eadership and self-nonitoring; conduct a mininmumof 1 council reeting

per nonth for a total of at |east 12 neetings per year; assist in the
revi ew and pl anni ng of Beacon center programm ng; devel op support in the
community for Beacon center activities and convey ideas and feedback;
identify and facilitate needed |inkages and pronote cultural conpetence
in services; work directly with the youth division of the |ocal police
departrment and the New York city departnent of juvenile justice to
i mpl enment programm ng and activities to address gang/ gun/youth vi ol ence,
youth re-entry, and nethods for educational/vocational success.

S 8. The city of New York shall provide annual funding to support the
i npl enentation of Beacon schools. This funding shall be matched in an
anount equal to that provided in an appropriation by the state.

S 9. This act shall take effect on the three hundred sixty-fifth day
after it shall have becone a | aw



