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STATE OF NEW YORK

1770--A
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 14, 2015

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when

printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on Elections -- recomitted
to the Cormittee on Elections in accordance with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8
-- commttee discharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anmended

and recommitted to said conmttee

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to voting rights expan-
sion, voter registration on election day, expansion of the use of and
requi renents for absentee voting, creation of a real-tine state-w de
voter registration database, special ballots for election enployees,
voter affidavits and to repeal certain provisions of such |law relating
thereto

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The election law is anmended by adding two new sections
5-217 and 5-217-a to read as foll ows:

S 5-217. REG STERI NG AT THE POLLI NG PLACE; ELECTI ON DAY REQ STRATI ON.
1. THE PROVISIONS OF TH'S SECTION AND SECTION 5-217-A OF THIS TI TLE
SHALL BE USED AS AN ADDI TI ONAL PROCEDURE FOR VOTER REG STRATI ON. FOR
THE PURPOSES OF THI' S SECTI ON AND SECTI ON 5-217-A OF THI'S TI TLE, THE TERM
"ELECTION DAY" SHALL REFER TO STATE PRI MARY AND TO STATE GENERAL
ELECTIONS, TO ALL TOW, CITY, SCHOOL DI STRICT, AND VILLAGE DI STRICT
ELECTIONS, AND TO ALL ELECTIONS WHERE PERSONS MAY VOTE BY ABSENTEE
BALLOT. A PERSON REAQ STERI NG TO VOTE ON ELECTION DAY SHALL DO SO IN
ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON AND ALL OTHER APPLI CABLE
LAW I NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO COWLETION OF A VOTER REG STRATI ON
FORM AS PROVIDED FOR I N SECTION 5-210 OF TH'S TI TLE. THE PROVI SI ONS OF
THI'S SECTI ON AND THOSE OF 5-217-A OF THIS TITLE SHALL APPLY NOTW TH
STANDI NG ANY PROVI SI ONS OF LAW TO THE CONTRARY

2. ANY PERSON WHOSE NAME |'S NOT ON THE CHECKLI ST BUT WHO | S OTHERW SE
A QUALI FI ED VOTER SHALL BE ENTI TLED TO VOTE BY REQUESTING TO BE REGQ S-
TERED TO VOTE AT THE PCLLI NG PLACE ON ELECTI ON DATE. THE VOTER MAY THEN

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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VOTE | N SUCH ELECTI ON. THE APPLI CANT SHALL BE REQUI RED TO PRODUCE APPRC
PRI ATE PROOF OF QUALI FI CATIONS AS PROVIDED I N THI S CHAPTER

3. ANY PERSON WHO | S WAI TI NG TO REA STER TO VOTE AT THE POLLI NG PLACE
ON ELECTI ON DAY AT THE TI ME SCHEDULED FOR THE CLOSI NG OF THE POLLS SHALL
BE ALLOWED TO VOTE | F DETERM NED TO BE QUALI FI ED TO REG STER.

S 5-217-A. EFFECT OF REG STRATI ON ON ELECTION DAY. ANY PERSON WHO
REA STERS TO VOTE ON ELECTI ON DAY ACCORDI NG TO THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ON
5-217 OF THI'S TITLE SHALL BE REAQ STERED TO VOTE AT ALL SUBSEQUENT TOWN,
STATE, AND FEDERAL ELECTI ONS.

S 2. Section 8-400 of the election |law is REPEALED and a new section
8-400 is added to read as foll ows:

S 8-400. ABSENTEE VOTI NG 1. A QUALIFI ED VOTER MAY VOTE AS AN ABSENTEE
VOTER UNDER TH' S CHAPTER | F, ON THE OCCURRENCE OF ANY VI LLAGE ELECTI ON
CONDUCTED BY THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS, PRI MARY ELECTI ON, SPECI AL ELECTI ON,
GENERAL ELECTION OR NEWYORK CITY COMWUNI TY SCHOOL BOARD DI STRICT OR
CITY OF BUFFALO SCHOOL DI STRICT ELECTION, |F HE OR SHE ELECTS TO DO
SUCH. ANY REFERENCE TO "BQARD OF ELECTI ONS" I N THE REMAI NI NG PROVI SI ONS
OF THI S SECTI ON MEANS ONLY THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS OF THE COUNTY OR CI TY
IN WH CH THE ABSENTEE VOTER IS A QUALI FI ED VOTER.

2. THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS FOR ALL COUNTIES OR CITIES SHALL MAIL AN
ABSENTEE BALLOT TO EVERY REG STERED AND QUALI FI ED VOTER RESI DI NG | N SUCH
COUNTY OR CITY. SUCH ABSENTEE BALLOT SHALL BE MAI LED TO EVERY REG STERED
AND QUALIFIED VOTER AT THE ADDRESS G VEN ON H' S OR HER REG STRATI ON
RECORDS NO LATER THAN THI RTY DAYS BEFORE THE SCHEDULED ELECTION IS TO BE
HELD.

3. IN THE CASE CF A PRI MARY ELECTI ON, THE BOARD SHALL DELI VER ONLY THE
BALLOT OF THE PARTY IN VWH CH THE RECORDS OF THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHOW
THE ABSENTEE VOTER TO BE ENRCLLED. |IN THE EVENT A PRI MARY ELECTION | S
UNCONTESTED | N THE ABSENTEE VOTERS ELECTI ON DI STRI CT FOR ALL OFFICES OR
PCSI TI ONS EXCEPT THE PARTY PGSI TI ON OF MEMBER OF THE WARD, TOWN, CI TY OR
COUNTY COW TTEE, NO BALLOT SHALL BE DELI VERED TO SUCH ABSENTEE VOTER
FOR SUCH ELECTI ON; AND THE ABSENTEE VOTER SHALL BE ADVI SED WHY HE OR SHE
| S NOT BEI NG SENT A BALLOT.

4. |F A PERSON VOTI NG BY ABSENTEE BALLOT IS UNABLE TO SIGN H'S OR HER
SI GNATURE BECAUSE OF | LLNESS, PHYSI CAL DI SABI LI TY OR I NABI LI TY TO READ,
HE OR SHE SHALL BE EXCUSED FROM SI GNI NG UPON MAKI NG A STATEMENT, IN
SUBSTANTI ALLY THE FOLLONNG FORM VWH CH SHALL BE W TNESSED BY ONE
PERSON:

"l HEREBY STATE THAT | AM UNABLE TO SI GN My ABSENTEE BALLOT W THOUT
ASS| STANCE BECAUSE | AM UNABLE TO WRI TE BY REASON OF MY | LLNESS OR PHYS-
ICAL DISABILITY OR BECAUSE | AM UNABLE TO READ. | HAVE MADE, OR HAVE
RECEI VED ASSI STANCE | N MAKI NG MY MARK I N LI EU OF MY SI GNATURE. "

(DATE) . v

.................. ( MARK)
(NAME OF VOTER)

"1, THE UNDERSI GNED, HEREBY CERTI FY THAT THE ABOVE NAMED VOTER AFFI XED
H'S OR HER MARK TO THI S APPLI CATI ON I N MY PRESENCE AND | KNOW H M OR HER
TO BE THE PERSON WHO AFFI XED H'S OR HER MARK TO SAID APPLI CATI ON AND
UNDERSTAND THAT THI S STATEMENT W LL BE ACCEPTED FOR ALL PURPCSES AS THE
EQUI VALENT OF AN AFFIDAVIT AND IF I'T CONTAINS A NMATERIAL FALSE STATE-
MENT, SHALL SUBJECT Me TO THE SAME PENALTIES AS |F | HAD BEEN DULY
SWORN. "
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( ADDRESS OF W TNESS)

SUCH STATEMENT SHALL BE | NCLUDED I N THE ABSENTEE BALLOT FURNI SHED BY
THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS. THE PROVISIONS OF THHS SUBDI VISION SHALL ALSO
APPLY TO ANY APPLICATION FOR AN ABSENTEE BALLOT PURSUANT TO SECTI ON
8-402 OF TH S TI TLE.

5. THE BOARD SHALL KEEP A RECORD OF ALL ABSENTEE BALLOTS THAT ARE
MAI LED, SHOWNG THE NAMES AND RESI DENCES OF THE ABSENTEE VOTERS, AND
THEI R PARTY ENROLLMENT | N THE CASE OF PRI MARY ELECTI ONS, AND, AS SOON AS
PRACTI CABLE SHALL, WHEN REQUESTED, G VE TO THE CHAIRMAN OF EACH PQLI-
TI CAL PARTY OR | NDEPENDENT BODY | N THE COUNTY, AND SHALL MAKE AVAI LABLE
FOR | NSPECTI ON TO ANY OTHER QUALI FI ED VOTER UPON REQUEST, A COWLETE
LIST OF ALL ABSENTEE VOTERS TO WHOM BALLOTS HAVE BEEN DELI VERED OR
MAI LED, CONTAI NI NG THEI R NAMES AND PLACES OF RESI DENCE AS THEY APPEAR ON
THE REQ STRATI ON RECORD, | NCLUDI NG THE ELECTION DISTRICT AND WARD, |IF
ANY, AND IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK AND THE COUNTY OF NASSAU, THE ASSEMBLY
DI STRI CT, AND THEI R PARTY ENROLLMENT I N THE CASE OF PRI MARY ELECTI ONS.

S 3. Section 8-402 of the election |law is REPEALED and a new section
8-402 is added to read as foll ows:

S 8-402. APPLI CATI ONS FOR ABSENTEE BALLOTS. 1. ANY VOTER, UPON APPLI -
CATI ON, MAY REQUEST THAT THEI R ABSENTEE BALLOT BE MAILED TO THEM AT AN
ADDRESS OTHER THAN THEI R PERMANENT ADDRESS, | F HE OR SHE EXPECTS TO BE
ABSENT FROM THE COUNTY OR CI TY OF RESI DENCE AND UNABLE TO OBTAIN THEIR
ABSENTEE BALLOT.

(A) APPLI CATION FORVS SHALL BE FURNI SHED BY AND MAY BE OBTAI NED FROM
ANY BOARD OF ELECTI ONS AT ANY TI ME UNTIL THE DAY BEFORE SUCH ELECTI ON.
APPLI CATION FORMS SHALL ALSO BE SUPPLI ED BY THE BOARD OF | NSPECTORS CF
THE ELECTI ON DI STRICT I N WHI CH APPLI CANT IS A QUALI FI ED VOTER ON ALL OF
THE DAYS PROVI DED FOR LOCAL REG STRATION. I N ADDI TI ON, APPLI CATI ON FORMS
SHALL BE SUPPLIED UPON THE REQUEST OF THE PERSON AUTHORI ZED TO VOTE
PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON, ANY SUCH PERSON S SPOUSE, PARENT OR CH LD, A
PERSON RESI DI NG W TH THE APPLI CANT AS A MEMBER OF H S HOUSEHOLD, OR THE
APPLI CANT' S DULY AUTHORI ZED AGENT. APPLI CATI ON FORMS SENT QUTSI DE OF THE
UNI TED STATES TO A COUNTRY OTHER THAN CANADA OR MEXI CO, SHALL BE SENT
Al R MAI L.

(B) THE APPLI CATI ON FOR AN ABSENTEE BALLOT WHEN FI LED MUST CONTAIN I N
EACH | NSTANCE THE FOLLOW NG | NFORMATI ON:

(1) APPLI CANT'S FULL NAME, DATE OF BIRTH, AND RESIDENCE ADDRESS,
| NCLUDI NG THE STREET AND NUMBER, | F ANY, RURAL DELI VERY ROUTE, |F ANY,
MAI LI NG ADDRESS | F DI FFERENT FROM THE RESI DENCE ADDRESS AND HHS OR HER
TOMW OR CITY AND AN ADDRESS TO WH CH THE BALLOT SHALL BE MAI LED.

(1) A STATEMENT THAT THE APPLICANT IS A QUALI FI ED AND REGQ STERED
VOTER.

(1'1'1) A STATEMENT THAT THE APPLI CANT EXPECTS IN GOOD FAITH TO BE
ABSENT FROM THE COUNTY OR CITY CF H'S OR HER RESI DENCE PROVI DED, HOWEV-
ER, | F THE APPLI CANT EXPECTS TO BE ABSENT FROM SUCH COUNTY OR CITY FOR A
DURATI ON COVERI NG MORE THAN ONE ELECTI ON AND SEEKS AN ABSENTEE BALLOT
FOR EACH ELECTION, HE OR SHE SHALL STATE THE DATES WHEN HE OR SHE
EXPECTS TO BEG N AND END SUCH ABSENCE.

2. THE APPLI CATI ON FOR AN ABSENTEE BALLOT SHALL CONTAIN THE FOLLOW NG
LANGUAGE PRINTED IN BOLD FACE DI RECTLY ABOVE THE S| GNATURE LI NE: "I
CERTI FY THAT THE | NFORVATION IN THI'S APPLI CATION | S TRUE AND CORRECT AND
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UNDERSTAND THAT THI S APPLI CATI ON W LL BE ACCEPTED FOR ALL PURPOSES AS
THE EQUIVALENT OF AN AFFIDAVIT AND, IF I T CONTAINS A MATERI AL FALSE
STATEMENT, SHALL SUBJECT ME TO THE SAME PENALTIES AS IF | HAD BEEN DULY
SWORN. " SUCH APPLI CATION SHALL BE ACCEPTED FOR ALL PROPCSES AS THE
EQUI VALENT OF AN AFFIDAVIT AND | F | T CONTAINS A MATERI AL FALSE STATEMENT
SHALL SUBJECT THE PERSON SIGNING I T TO THE SAVE PENALTIES AS IF HE OR
SHE HAD BEEN DULY SWORN.

3. FOR PURPCSES OF TH'S SECTION, THE USE OF TITLES, INITIALS OR
CUSTOVARY ABBREVI ATI ONS OF G VEN NAMES BY THE SI GNERS OF, OR W TNESSES
TO AN ABSENTEE BALLOT REQUEST LETTER, AN ABSENTEE BALLOT APPLI CATI ON
FORM OR AN ABSENTEE BALLOT ENVELOPE, OR THE USE OF CUSTOVARY ABBREVI -
ATIONS OF ADDRESSES OF SUCH SI GNERS OR W TNESSES, SHALL NOT | NVALI DATE
SUCH VOTER S SI GNATURE OR W TNESS' S SI GNATURE ON AN APPLI CATION FOR AN
ABSENTEE BALLOT OR UPON CANVASS OR RECANVASS OF THE BALLOT PURSUANT TO
TH S CHAPTER.

4. PRI NTED FORMS OF APPL| CATI ONS FOR ABSENTEE BALLOTS I N ACCORDANCE
WTH THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE PROVI DED BY THE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS. AN APPROPRI ATE NUMBER SHALL BE RETAINED BY THE BOARD OF
ELECTIONS FOR THE PURPOCSE OF FURN SH NG AN APPLI CATI ON FORM TO EACH
QUALI FI ED VOTER WHO APPLI ES THEREFOR BEFORE THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS,
EITHER |IN PERSON OR BY MAIL, AND AN APPROPRI ATE NUMBER SHALL BE DELI V-
ERED TO EACH BOARD OF | NSPECTORS ON REAQ STRATI ON DAYS WTH THE ELECTI ON
SUPPLIES, AND THE BOARD OF | NSPECTORS SHALL RETAIN THE COVPLETED AND
UNUSED APPLI CATI ONS AND RETURN THEM TO THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS W TH THEI R
ELECTI ON SUPPLI ES AND AN APPROPRI ATE NUMBER SHALL BE AVAILABLE FOR
DI STRI BUTI ON TO OFFI CERS OF POLI TI CAL PARTI ES, COUNTY CLERKS, CITY, TOM
AND VI LLAGE CLERKS, COLLEGES, LIBRARIES, HGSPITALS, NURSING HOVES,
SENI OR CI TI ZENS CENTERS AND ANY OTHER CONVEN ENT DI STRI BUTI ON SOURCE
VHCH IS APPROVED BY THE LOCAL OR STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS AND WHI CH
REQUESTS SUCH FORMS.

5. THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL PRESCRI BE A STANDARD APPLI| CATI ON
FORM FOR USE UNDER THI S SECTI ON. THE USE OF ANY APPLI CATION FORM WH CH
SUBSTANTI ALLY COWPLIES WTH THE PROVISIONS OF TH S SECTI ON SHALL BE
ACCEPTABLE AND ANY APPLI CATI ON FI LED ON SUCH A FORM SHALL BE ACCEPTED
FOR FI LI NG

6. | F THE BOARD SHALL FI ND THAT THE APPLI CANT IS A QUALI FI ED VOTER OF
THE ELECTI ON DI STRI CT CONTAI NI NG H' S OR HER RESI DENCE AS STATED IN H'S
OR HER STATEMENT AND THAT H'S OR HER STATEMENT | S SUFFI Cl ENT, | T SHALL,
AS SOON AS PRACTI CABLE AFTER I T SHALL HAVE DETERM NED HS OR HER RIGHT
THERETO, MAIL TO H M OR HER AT AN ADDRESS DESI GNATED BY H M OR HER, OR
DELI VER TO HHM OR HER, OR TO ANY PERSON DESI GNATED FOR SUCH PURPCSE I N
WRITING BY HM OR HER AT THE OFFI CE OF THE BOARD, SUCH AN ABSENTEE
VOTER S BALLOT OR SET OF BALLOTS AND AN ENVELOPE THEREFOR. | F THE BALLOT
OR BALLOTS ARE TO BE SENT OQUTSIDE OF THE UNITED STATES TO A COUNTRY
OTHER THAN CANADA OR MEXI CO, SUCH BALLOT OR BALLOTS SHALL BE SENT BY AlIR
MAI L. HOANEVER, |F AN APPLI CANT WHO IS ELI G BLE FOR AN ABSENTEE BALLOT IS
A RESI DENT OF A FACI LI TY OPERATED OR LI CENSED BY, OR UNDER THE JURI SDI C-
TION OF, THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HYAE ENE, OR A RESI DENT OF A FACILITY
DEFI NED AS A NURSI NG HOVE OR RESI DENTI AL HEALTH CARE FACI LITY PURSUANT
TO SUBDI VI SIONS TWO AND THREE OF SECTI ON TWO THOUSAND EI GHT HUNDRED ONE
OF THE PUBLI C HEALTH LAW OR A RESI DENT OF A HOSPI TAL OR OTHER FACI LI TY
OPERATED BY THE VETERAN S ADM N STRATION OF THE UNI TED STATES, SUCH
ABSENTEE BALLOT NEED NOT BE SO MAI LED OR DELI VERED TO ANY SUCH APPLI CANT
BUT, MAY BE DELI VERED TO THE VOTER I N THE MANNER PRESCRI BED BY SECTI ON
8-407 OF THIS TITLE I'F SUCH FACILITY IS LOCATED IN THE COUNTY OR CITY I N
VWH CH SUCH VOTER IS ELI G BLE TO VOTE.
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S 4. Section 8-404 of the election |aw, subdivision 1 as anended by
chapter 375 of the laws of 2015, is amended to read as foll ows:

S 8-404. Absentee voting; hospitalized veterans, special provisions.

1. After entering upon the registration records, the application for
registration of a resident or patient of a veterans health admnis-
tration hospital as to whomthe nedical superintendent or medical head
of such hospital has attested that he or she expects that [he or she]
SUCH VETERAN wi |l not be discharged prior to the day foll owi ng the next
general or special village, primary, special, general or New York city
community school board district or <city of Buffalo school district
el ection, and the application for registration by the spouse, parent or
child of such resident or patient, acconpanying or being with himor
her, if a qualified voter and a resident of the same election district,
the board of elections, wthout further investigation and w thout
further application by the applicant, shall send to himor her at such
hospital an absentee ballot and shall record in the signature colum on
t he back of his or her pernmanent personal registration poll record that
such bal l ot has been sent.

(a) Any voter who is duly registered and whose registration records
are marked "Hospitalized Veteran" or "Hospitalized Veteran's Relative"
need not thereafter make application for an absentee ballot. Sixty days
bef ore each el ection, the board of elections shall conpile and send a
list to each veterans health adm nistration hospital of all residents
and patients of veterans health adm nistration hospitals who appear by
the records of such board to be "hospitalized veterans” entitled to
receive absentee ballots at each such hospital pursuant to t he
provi sions of this section. Each veterans health adm ni stration hospital
shall no later than fifteen days follow ng the receipt of such |ist,
return it with notations made thereon showi ng whether the resident or
patient continues to be confined therein or has been di scharged there-
from Upon the receipt of such returned list fromeach veterans health
adm nistration hospital with the proper notations showi ng that a "hospi -
talized veteran"” continues to be confined in such hospital, the board of
el ections, by nail addressed to such "hospitalized veteran" at his or
her | ast known hospital address and by mail addressed to such "hospital -
i zed veteran's relative" at his or her |ast known address shall send an
absentee ballot for the ensuing election to such "hospitalized veteran”
and such "hospitalized veteran's relative" [an absentee ballot in the
same nmanner as provided in this section for a qualified voter entitled
to an absentee bal |l ot because of permanent disability]. The board shal
record on the back of his or her registration poll record in the space
reserved for his or her signature at such election, the fact that such
bal | ot has been sent.

(b) If the returned Ilist froma veterans' adm nistration hospital
contains a notation showi ng that a "hospitalized veteran" is no |onger a
resident or patient at the veterans health adm ni stration hospital where
he or she is recorded as staying, or if such letter containing an absen-
tee voter's ballot for a "hospitalized veteran® or a "hospitalized
veteran's relative" is returned by the post office as undeliverable, the
board of elections shall ascertain whether the "hospitalized veteran" or
"hospitalized veteran's relative" 1is residing at the address given on
his or her registration records as his or her permanent address. |If he
or she is residing there, the board shall [not] send himor her [any
further absentee ballots unless he or she applies therefor in the regu-
| ar way] AN ABSENTEE BALLOT AT SUCH ADDRESS. |If he or she is not resid-
ing at the place of residence given on his or her registration records
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but the board ascertains that he or she has been transferred to another
veterans health admi nistration hospital, the board shall cause a centra
board of registration to nmake the necessary changes of tenporary address
on his or her registration records and shall continue sending himor her
absentee ballots at the veterans health adm nistration hospital where he
or she is staying. If he or she is not residing at the place of resi-
dence given on his or her registration records and the board cannot
ascertain that he or she has been transferred to another veterans health
adm ni stration hospital, the board shall cancel his or her registration.
Whenever a registration is cancelled pursuant to this paragraph notice
shall be mailed to the veteran or his or her relative at his or her
per manent residence address and | ast tenporary address.

2. The board of elections shall furnish to each party county chairnan
in such county a list of the nanes and residence addresses of the hospi-
talized veterans and hospitalized veterans' relatives to whom absentee
bal | ot s have been sent.

3. Such ballots shall be nmailed, voted, returned, counted, and
canvassed as provided in this chapter for other absentee voters'
bal | ot s.

S 5. Section 8-406 of the election |aw, as amended by chapter 296 of
the laws of 1988, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 8-406. Absentee ballots, delivery of. [If the] THE board shall [find
that the applicant is a qualified voter of the election district
containing his residence as stated in his statement and that his state-
ment is sufficient, it shall, as soon as practicable after it shall have
determined his right thereto,] mail to [himl ALL VOTERS AN ABSENTEE
BALLOT AND AN ENVELOPE at [an] THE PERVMANENT address designated [by him
or deliver to him or to any person designated for such purpose in wit-
ing by him at the office of the board, such an absentee voter's ball ot
or set of ballots and an envel ope therefor] ON SUCH VOTERS REG STRATI ON
RECORDS. If the ballot or ballots are to be sent outside of the United
States to a country other than Canada or Mexico, such ballot or ballots
shall be sent by air nmail. However, if [an applicant who is eligible for
an absentee ballot] A VOIER is a resident of a facility operated or
licensed by, or under the jurisdiction of, the departnment of nental
hygi ene, or a resident of a facility defined as a nursing home or resi-
dential health care facility pursuant to subdivisions two and three of
section two thousand eight hundred one of the public health |aw, or a
resident of a hospital or other facility operated by the Veteran's
Adm ni stration of the United States, such absentee ballot need not be so
mailed or delivered to any such applicant but, may be delivered to the
voter in the manner prescribed by section 8-407 of this chapter if such
facility 1is located in the county or city in which such voter is eligi-
ble to vote

S 6. Section 8-407 of the election |aw, as added by chapter 296 of the
| aws of 1988, subdivisions 1, 3 and 15 as anmended by chapter 195 of the
| aws of 2001, and subdivision 6 as anended by chapter 326 of the | aws of
1989, is amended to read as foll ows:

S 8-407. Voting by residents of nursing hones, residential health care
facilities, facilities operated or |icensed, or under the jurisdiction
of, the departnent of nental hygiene or hospitals or facilities operated
by the Veteran's Administration of the United States. 1. The board of
elections of a county or city in which there is located at |east one
facility operated or licensed, or under the jurisdiction of, the depart-
ment of mental hygiene, or a facility defined as a nursing home or resi-
dential health care facility pursuant to subdivisions two and three of
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section two thousand eight hundred one of the public health law or an
adult care facility subject to the provisions of title two of article
seven of the social services law, or a hospital or other facility oper-
ated by the Veteran's Adm nistration of the United States shall provide
[that] residents of each such facility [for which such board has
received twenty-five or nore applications for] absentee ballots [from
voters who are eligible to vote by absentee ballot in such city or coun-
ty at such election, nmay vote by absentee ballot only] in the nmanner
provided for in this section. [Such board may, in its discretion,
provi de that the procedure described in this subdivision shall be appli-
cable to all such facilities in such county or city wthout regard to
the nunber of absentee ballot applications received fromthe residents
of any such facility.]

2. Such a board of elections shall appoint, in the sane nanner as
other inspectors, one or nore bi-partisan boards of inspectors, each
conposed of two such inspectors. Such inspectors nay be regular enploy-
ees of such board of elections.

3. Not earlier than thirteen days before or later than the day before
such an el ection such a board of inspectors shall, between the hours of
nine o'clock in the norning and five o' clock in the evening, attend at
each such facility for the residents [of which the board of elections
has custody of twenty-five or nore absentee ballots or, if the board of
el ections has so provided, each such facility for which the board has
custody of one or nore such absentee ballots, pursuant to the provisions
of this chapter].

4. Each such board of inspectors may attend at nore than one facility,
provi ded, however, that no such board of inspectors shall be assigned to
attend at nore facilities than it reasonably can be expected to conplete
within the tinme specified by this section.

5. The board of elections shall deliver to each board of inspectors
all [the] absentee ballots [in the custody of such board of elections
whi ch are addressed to] FOR residents of the facilities which such board
of inspectors is assigned to attend, together with one or nore portable
voting booths of a type approved by the state board of elections and
such other supplies as such board of inspectors wll require to
di scharge its duties properly.

6. The board of elections, at least twenty days before each such
election, [or on the day after it shall have received the requisite
nunber of applications for absentee ballots fromthe residents of any
such facility, whichever is later,] shall comunicate with the super-
i ntendent, adm nistrator or director of each such facility to arrange
the day and time when the board of inspectors will attend at such facil -
ity. The board of elections shall keep a list of the day and tinme at
whi ch the board of inspectors will attend at each such facility as a
public record at its office.

7. 1t shall be the duty of each such superintendent, adm nistrator or
director to assist the board of inspectors attending such facility in
the discharge of its duties, including, but not limted to naking avail -
abl e to such board of inspectors space within such facility suitable for
the discharge of its duties.

8. The board of inspectors shall deliver [each absentee ball ot
addressed to a resident of each such facility to such resident] ABSENTEE
BALLOTS FOR RESI DENTS TO ALL FACILITIES. If [such] ANY resident is phys-
ically disabled the inspectors shall, if necessary, deliver the ballot
to such voter at his OR HER bedsi de.
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9. The board of inspectors shall arrange the portable voting booth or
boot hs provided and effect such safeguards as may be necessary to
provi de secrecy for the votes cast by such residents.

10. If such a resident is unable to mark his OR HER ballot, he OR SHE
may be assisted in marking such ballot by the two nenbers of the board
of inspectors or such other person as he may select. If a voter is
unable to mark the ball ot and unable to conmuni cate how he OR SHE w shes
such ball ot nmarked, such ballot shall not be cast. No person who assists
a voter to mark his ballot pursuant to the provisions of this section,
shal |l disclose to any ot her person how any such ball ot was marked.

11. [Except as otherwi se provided in this section, all ballots cast
pursuant to this section shall be cast in the manner provided by this
chapter for the casting of absentee ball ots.

12.] After such ballots have been cast and sealed in the appropriate
envel opes, they shall be returned to such inspectors.

[13.] 12. Upon conpletion of its duties, the board of inspectors shal
forthwith return all such ballots to the board of elections.

[14.] 13. Any person, political commttee or independent body entitled
to appoint watchers for the election district in which any such facility
is located [at the election for which such absentee ballots are cast,]
shall be entitled to appoint a watcher to attend such board of inspec-
tors at such facility.

[15.] 14. Al ballots cast pursuant to the provisions of this section
which are received before the close of the polls on election day by the
board of elections charged with the duty of casting and canvassi ng such
ballots, my be delivered to the inspectors of election in the nmanner
prescri bed by this chapter or retained at the board of elections and
cast and canvassed pursuant to the provisions of section 9-209 of this
chapter as such board shall, in its discretion, determne pursuant to
t he provisions of subdivision one of this section.

S 7. Section 8-410 of the election |aw, as amended by chapter 352 of
the laws of 1986, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 8-410. Absentee voting; method of. The absentee voter shall mark an
absentee ballot as provided for paper ballots or ballots prepared for
counting by ballot counting machines. He OR SHE shall nake no mark or
witing whatsoever upon the ballot, except as above prescribed, and
shall see that it bears no such mark or witing. He OR SHE shall nake no
mark or witing whatsoever on the outside of the ballot. After marking
the ballot or ballots he OR SHE shall fold each such ballot and encl ose
themin the envel ope and seal the envelope. He OR SHE shall then take
and subscribe the oath on the envel ope, with bl anks properly filled in.
The envel ope, containing the ballot or ballots, shall then be nmailed or
delivered to the board of elections of the county or city of his OR HER
resi dence.

S 8. Subdivision 1 of section 8-412 of the election | aw, as anended by
chapter 155 of the laws of 1994, is amended to read as foll ows:

1. The board of elections shall cause all absentee ballots received by
it before the close of the polls on election day and all ballots
contained in envel opes showing a cancellation mark of the United States
postal service or a foreign country's postal service, or showi ng a dated
endor senent of recei pt by another agency of the United States govern-
ment, wWith a date which is ascertained to be not later than the day
before el ection and received by such board of elections not Ilater than
seven days following the day of election to be cast and counted [except
that the absentee ballot of a voter who requested such ballot by letter,
rat her than application, shall not be counted unless a valid application
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form signed by such voter, is received by the board of elections wth
such ballot].

S 9. The election law is anmended by adding a new section 5-714 to read
as foll ows:

S b5-714. COWPUTERI ZED STATEW DE VOTER REGQ STRATION LI ST. 1. THE NEW
YORK STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL, WTHIN ONE YEAR OF THE EFFECTI VE
DATE OF THIS SECTION |MPLEMENT, IN A UNI FORM AND NONDI SCRI M NATORY
MANNER, A SINGLE, UNI FORM OFFI Cl AL, CENTRALI ZED, | NTERACTI VE, COVPUTER-
| ZED STATEW DE VOTER REQ STRATI ON DATABASE SYSTEM  SUCH DATABASE SYSTEM
SHALL BE DEFI NED, MAI NTAI NED, AND ADM NI STERED AT THE STATE LEVEL AND
SHALL CONTAIN THE VOTER REGQ STRATION LI STS MAI NTAI NED BY EACH COUNTY
BOARD OF ELECTI ONS. FURTHER, SUCH DATABASE SYSTEM SHALL CONTAI N THE NAME
AND REG STRATI ON | NFORVATI ON OF EVERY LEGALLY REQ STERED VOTER |IN THE
STATE AND SHALL ASSIGN A UNI QUE | DENTI FI ER TO EACH LEGALLY REG STERED
VOTER. THE SI NGLE, UNI FORM OFFI Cl AL, CENTRALI ZED, | NTERACTIVE, COWPUT-
ERI ZED STATEWDE VOTER REG STRATI ON DATABASE SYSTEM REQUI RED BY THI S
SECTI ON SHALL BE REFERRED TO AS THE " CENTRALI ZED STATEW DE REGQ STRATI ON
SYSTEM'.

2. THE CENTRALI ZED STATEW DE REG STRATI ON SYSTEM AND THE COWPUTERI ZED
STATEW DE VOTER REQ STRATION LI ST SHALL BE FULLY COWPLIANT WTH ALL
APPLI CABLE REQUI REMENTS SPECI FIED | N SECTI ON 303 OF THE FEDERAL "HELP
AMVERI CA VOTE ACT OF 2002", PUB.L. 107-252, CODIFIED AT 42 U.S.C. SEC
15301 ET SEQ AND SHALL MEET ALL APPLI CABLE PRI VACY REQUI REMENTS UNDER
TH S CHAPTER.

3. WTHI N TWO YEARS OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S SECTI ON EACH COUNTY
BOARD OF ELECTIONS SHALL MAINTAIN VOTER REGQ STRATI ON | NFORVATI ON BY
UTI LI ZI NG THE CENTRALI ZED STATEW DE REG STRATI ON SYSTEM DEVELOPED OR
ACQUI RED BY THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS UNDER SUBDI VI SION ONE OF THI S
SECTI ON. PRI OR TO THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE COVPUTERI ZED STATEW DE VOTER
REG STRATI ON LI ST REQUI RED BY SUBDI VISION ONE OF THIS SECTION, |IF THE
COUNTY CHOOSES TO MAINTAIN VOTER REG STRATI ON | NFORMATION ON | TS OMN
COWUTER SYSTEM THE | NFORVATI ON REQUI RED BY LAWTO BE TRANSM TTED TO
THE NEW YORK STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL BE TRANSM TTED IN A MEDI A
FORVAT ACCEPTABLE TO THE NEW YORK STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS AND W THI N
THE TI ME PRESCRI BED BY THE NEW YORK STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS.

4. (A THE CENTRALI ZED STATEW DE REGQ STRATI ON SYSTEM SHALL ENABLE THE
STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS TO MAI NTAI N VOTER REG STRATI ON | NFORVATI ON AND
SHALL | NCLUDE SUCH ADDI TI ONAL CAPABI LI TIES AS MAY BE NECESSARY OR DESI R-
ABLE TO ENABLE THE COUNTY BOARDS OF ELECTI ONS AND THE STATE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS TO CARRY OUT THEI R RESPONSI BI LI TI ES RELATED TO THE CONDUCT OF
ELECTI ONS. SUCH ADDI TI ONAL CAPABI LI TIES MAY | NCLUDE BUT NEED NOT BE
LI M TED TO THE PREPARATI ON OF BALLOTS, THE |DENTIFICATION OF VOTING
DI STRICTS FOR EACH ADDRESS, ACCESS BY COUNTY BQARDS OF ELECTI ONS TO THE
MASTER LI ST OF REG STERED ELECTORS.

(B) WTHI N TWO YEARS OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S SECTI ON THE COVPUT-
ERI ZED STATEW DE VOTER REGQ STRATI ON LI ST MAINTAINED PURSUANT TO THI'S
SECTI ON SHALL ALLOW FOR:

(1) THE MANAGEMENT OF ABSENTEE BALLOTS, THE PREPARATI ON OF OFFI Cl AL
ABSTRACTS OF VOTES CAST, THE TRANSM SSI ON OF VOTI NG DATA FROM COUNTY
BOARDS OF ELECTION TO THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS, AND REPORTI NG OF
VOTI NG RESULTS ON ELECTI ON NI GHT; AND

(1'l) ACCESS TO THE DI G Tl ZED SI GNATURES OF ELECTORS | N THE CENTRALI ZED
STATEW DE REQ STRATI ON SYSTEM FOR THE PURPOSE OF COVPARI NG AN ELECTOR S
SI GNATURE | N THE SYSTEM W TH THE SI GNATURE ON THE RETURN ENVELOPE OF AN
ABSENTEE BALLOT, | NCLUDI NG BY USI NG A SI GNATURE VERI FI CATI ON.
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5. (A) SUBJECT TO AVAILABLE APPROPRIATIONS, THE STATE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS | S RESPONSI BLE FOR THE COST OF ACQUI RI NG COVWPUTER HARDWARE AND
PROVI DI NG NECESSARY TRAI NI NG FOR THE CENTRALI ZED STATEW DE REG STRATI ON
SYSTEM THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL PROMULGATE RULES SPECI FYI NG
VWHETHER SUCH HARDWARE |S OMNED BY THE STATE OR THE COUNTI ES OR WHETHER
AND TO WHAT EXTENT OANERSHI P MAY BE SHARED BETWEEN THE STATE AND THE
COUNTIES. | F THE STATE PROVI DES SYSTEM HARDWARE TO ANY COUNTY, | T MAY
TRANSFER OMNERSHI P OF THE HARDWARE TO THAT COUNTY. THE STATE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS MAY PROMULGATE RULES PROVI DI NG THAT THE COUNTY SHALL BE SOLELY
RESPONSI BLE FOR THE SUPPORT AND MAI NTENANCE OF THE HARDWARE PROVI DED TO
THE COUNTI ES.

(B) WTHI N FOUR YEARS OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S SECTI ON THE STATE
BOARD OF ELECTIONS SHALL MAKE THE CENTRALI ZED STATEW DE REG STRATI ON
SYSTEM SOFTWARE AVAILABLE AT NO CHARGE TO EACH COUNTY BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS.

(© AS SOON AS PRACTI CABLE, THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE SHALL MAKE THE
MASTER LI ST OF REG STERED ELECTORS AVAI LABLE AT NO CHARGE ON THE | NTER-
NET TO COUNTY BOARDS OF ELECTION. THI' S SECTI ON SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED TO
REQUI RE THE STATE TO PROVI DE OR PAY FOR | NTERNET CONNECTI ON SERVI CES FOR
ANY COUNTY.

S 10. Section 11-302 of the election |aw, as amended by chapter 163 of
the laws of 2010, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 11-302. Special ballots for board of election enployees. A person
who is an enpl oyee of the board of el ections or who has been appointed
to serve as an inspector of elections, poll clerk or election coordina-
tor at a polling place other than the one at which he or she is regis-
tered to vote, may deliver to the inspectors of election of the election
district in which he or she is registered, or to the board of elections,
at any time during the period in which an application for an absentee
ball ot nmay be so delivered pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, a
witten statenent that he or she will be unable to appear at the polling
pl ace for such election district on the day of an election because his
or her duties as an enployee of such board or as an inspector, pol
clerk or election coordinator require himor her to be elsewhere. The
board of elections shall provide such voter a special ballot [not earli-
er than two weeks before the election and] not |ater than the close of
the polls on election day. ABSENT AFFIRVATIVE PROOF OF FRAUD SUCH
BALLOTS SHALL BE PRESUMED VALID AND CAST. Such cast ballots may be
delivered to an office of such board of elections or to any board of
inspectors not later than the close of the polls on election day. Such
ball ots shall be retained at the board of elections and cast and
canvassed pursuant to the provisions of section 9-209 of this chapter.

S 11. Subparagraph (ii) of paragraph (e) of subdivision 3 of section
8-302 of the election |law, as anended by chapter 164 of the [|aws of
2010, is anended to read as foll ows:

(ii) He or she may swear to and subscribe an affidavit stating that he
or she has duly registered to vote, the address in such election
district fromwhich he or she registered, that he or she remains a duly
qualified voter in such election district, that his or her registration
poll record appears to be lost or msplaced or that his or her nane
and/or his or her signhature was onitted fromthe conputer generated
registration list or that he or she has noved within the county or <city
since he or she last registered, [the address from which he or she was
previously registered and] the address at which he or she -currently
resides, and at a primary election, the party in which he or she is
enrol |l ed. The inspectors of election shall offer such an affidavit to
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each such voter whose residence address is in such election district.
Each such affidavit shall SUBSTANTI ALLY COWLY WTH AND be in a form
prescribed by the state board of elections, shall be printed on an
envel ope of the size and quality used for an absentee ball ot envel ope,
and shall contain an acknow edgnment that the affiant understands that
any false statenment nade therein is perjury punishable according to | aw.
Such form prescribed by the state board of elections shall request
information required to register such voter should the county board
determine that such voter is not registered and shall constitute an
application to register to vote. The voter's nane and the entries
required shall then be entered wi thout delay and without further inquiry
in the fourth section of the challenge report or in the place provided
at the end of the conputer generated registration list, with the nota-
tion that the voter has executed the affidavit herei nabove prescribed,
or, if such person's nane appears on the conputer generated registration
list, the board of elections may provide a place to make such entry next
to his or her name on such list. The voter shall then, wi thout further
inquiry, be permtted to vote an affidavit ballot provided for by this
chapter. Such ballot shall thereupon be placed in the envel ope contain-
ing his or her affidavit, and the envel ope sealed and returned to the
board of elections in the manner provided by this chapter for protested
official ballots, including a statenment of the nunber of such ballots.
S 12. This act shall take effect inmediately.



