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AN ACT to anend the judiciary law, in relation to judicial wellness or
assi stance comittees

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The judiciary law is amended by adding a new article 22-A
to read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 22- A
JUDI Cl AL VEELLNESS OR ASSI STANCE COW TTEES
SECTI ON 857. JUDI Cl AL VEELLNESS OR ASSI STANCE COWM TTEES.

S 857. JUDICIAL WELLNESS OR ASSI STANCE COW TTEES. 1. CONFI DENTI AL
| NFORMATI ON PRI VI LEGED. THE CONFI DENTI AL RELATI ONS AND COVMUNI CATI ONS
BETWEEN A MEMBER OR AUTHORI ZED AGENT OF A JUDI Cl AL VELLNESS OR ASSI ST-
ANCE COW TTEE SPONSORED BY A STATE OR LOCAL BAR ASSOCI ATION AND ANY
PERSON, FIRM OR CORPORATION COVWUNI CATING WTH SUCH COW TTEE, | TS
MEMBERS OR AUTHORI ZED AGENTS, SHALL BE DEEMED TO BE PRI VILEGED ON THE
SAME BASIS AS THOSE PROVI DED BY LAW BETWEEN ATTORNEY AND CLI ENT. SUCH
PRI VI LEGE MAY BE WAl VED ONLY BY THE PERSON, FIRM OR CORPORATI ON WH CH
HAS FURNI SHED | NFORMATION TO THE COW TTEE. THI S PRI VI LEGE SHALL NOT
EXTEND TO | NFORMATI ON RECEI VED BY A JUDGE SERVI NG AS A MEMBER OF A JUDI -
Cl AL WVELLNESS OR ASSI STANCE COW TTEE THAT A JUDGE | S COWM TTING OR IS
LI KELY TO COWM T A SUBSTANTI AL VI OLATI ON OF THE RULES GOVERNI NG JUDI Cl AL
CONDUCT.

2. IMVMUNITY FROM LIABILITY. ANY PERSON, FI RM OR CORPORATI ON I N GOCD
FAI TH PROVI DI NG | NFORMATI ON TO, OR I N ANY OTHER WAY PARTI CI PATI NG | N THE
AFFAIRS OF, ANY OF THE COW TTEES REFERRED TO I N SUBDI VI SION ONE OF THI S
SECTI ON SHALL BE | MMUNE FROM CI VIL LI ABI LI TY THAT M GHT OTHERW SE RESULT
BY REASON OF SUCH CONDUCT. FOR THE PURPOSE OF ANY PROCEEDI NG THE GOOD
FAI TH OF ANY SUCH PERSON, FIRM OR CORPORATI ON SHALL BE PRESUMED.

S 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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