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STATE OF NEW YORK

S. 1567--A A 1798--A
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
SENATE- ASSEMBLY
January 13, 2015

IN SENATE -- Introduced by Sens. LAVALLE, MARCHH ONE, RI VERA -- read
twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be comitted to the
Committee on Hi gher Education -- reported favorably fromsaid commt-
tee and commtted to the Cormittee on Finance -- commttee di scharged,
bill amended, ordered reprinted as anended and reconmitted to said
conmittee

I N ASSEMBLY -- Introduced by M of A GUNTHER, STECK, CLARK, SIMANOW TZ,

VEPRI N, COLTON, CROUCH, CURRAN, BENEDETTO, SKOUFIS -- Milti-Sponsored
by -- M of A COOK, FITZPATRI CK, GOODELL, LUPINACCI, M:DONALD
RIVERA, WALTER -- read once and referred to the Commttee on Hi gher
Education -- conmittee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as
amended and reconmitted to said commttee

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to occupational therapy
assistants, the state board for occupational therapy, |icense require-
ments, and exceptions; and repealing certain provisions of such |aw
relating thereto

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is anmended by addi ng a new section 7902-a
to read as foll ows:

S 7902- A. PRACTI CE OF OCCUPATI ONAL THERAPY ASSI STANT AND USE OF THE
TI TLE " OCCUPATI ONAL THERAPY ASSI STANT." ONLY A PERSON LI CENSED OR OTHER-
W SE AUTHORI ZED UNDER THI'S TI TLE SHALL PARTI Cl PATE | N THE PRACTI CE OF
OCCUPATI ONAL THERAPY AS AN OCCUPATI ONAL THERAPY ASSI STANT OR USE THE
TI TLE "OCCUPATI ONAL THERAPY ASSI STANT." PRACTICE AS AN OCCUPATI ONAL
THERAPY ASSI STANT SHALL | NCLUDE THE PROVI DING OF OCCUPATI ONAL THERAPY
AND CLIENT RELATED SERVICES UNDER THE DI RECTI ON AND SUPERVI SI ON OF AN
OCCUPATI ONAL THERAPI ST OR LICENSED PHYSICIAN I N ACCORDANCE WTH THE
COW SSI ONER' S REGULATI ONS.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 2. Section 7903 of the education |aw, as amended by chapter 460 of
the laws of 2011, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 7903. State board for occupational therapy. A state board for occu-
pational therapy shall be appointed by the board of regents on the
recommendation of the conm ssioner for the purpose of assisting the

board of regents and the departnent on matters of professional |icensing
and professional conduct in accordance with section sixty-five hundred
eight of this title. The board shall be conposed of not |ess than

[seven] SIX licensed occupational therapists, ONE LI CENSED OCCUPATI ONAL
THERAPY ASSI STANT, one physician, and two nenbers of the public who are
not licensed under this title. An executive secretary to the board shal
be appoi nted by the board of regents on recommendation of the conmm s-
si oner.

S 3. The education law is anmended by adding a new section 7904-a to
read as foll ows:

S 7904- A. REQUI REMENTS FOR LI CENSE AS AN OCCUPATI ONAL THERAPY ASSI ST-
ANT. TO QUALIFY FOR A LICENSE AS AN OCCUPATI ONAL THERAPY ASSI STANT AN
APPLI CANT SHALL FULFILL THE FOLLOW NG REQUI REMENTS:

(A) FILE AN APPLI CATI ON W TH THE DEPARTMENT;

(B) HAVE RECEI VED AN EDUCATI ON AS FOLLOAS: COWPLETION OF A TWO YEAR
ASSCCI ATE DEGREE PROGRAM FOR OCCUPATI ONAL THERAPY ASSI STANTS REGQ STERED
BY THE DEPARTMENT OR ACCREDI TED BY A NATI ONAL ACCREDI TATI ON AGENCY WHI CH
| S SATI SFACTORY TO THE DEPARTMENT

(© HAVE A M NI MUM OF SI XTEEN WEEKS CLI NI CAL EXPERI ENCE SATI SFACTORY
TO THE STATE BOARD FOR OCCUPATI ONAL THERAPY AND | N ACCORDANCE W TH STAN-
DARDS ESTABLI SHED BY A NATI ONAL ACCREDI TATI ON AGENCY WHI CH | S SATI SFAC-
TORY TO THE DEPARTMENT,;

(D) BE AT LEAST EI GHTEEN YEARS OF AGE

(E) BE OF GOOD MORAL CHARACTER AS DETERM NED BY THE DEPARTMENT;

(F) PAY A FEE FOR AN INITIAL LICENSE AND A FEE FOR EACH TRI ENNI AL
REG STRATION PERIOD THAT SHALL BE ONE-HALF OF THE FEE FOR I NI Tl AL
LI CENSE AND FOR EACH TRI ENNI AL REG STRATI ON PERI OD ESTABLI SHED FOR OCCU-
PATI ONAL THERAPI STS; AND

(G EXCEPT AS OTHERW SE PROVI DED BY SUBDI VI SI ON TWO OF SECTI ON SEVEN-
TY-NI NE HUNDRED SEVEN OF THI S ARTI CLE, PASS AN EXAM NATI ON ACCEPTABLE TO
THE DEPARTMENT.

S 4. Subdivision 4 of section 7906 of the education |aw, as anended by
chapter 329 of the laws of 2012, is amended to read as foll ows:

(4) An occupational therapy assistant student fromengaging in clin-
ical practice under the direction and supervision of an occupationa
t herapi st or an occupational therapy assistant [who has obtai ned author-
i zation pursuant to subdivision seven of this section, and] who is under
the supervision of an occupational therapist, as part of an accredited
occupational therapy assistant program as defined by the comm ssioner
and in accordance with the conm ssioner's regulations.

S 5. Subdivision 7 of section 7906 of the education |aw is REPEALED
and subdivisions 8 and 9 are renunbered subdivisions 7 and 8.

S 6. Subdivision 2 of section 7907 of the education |law, as added by
chapter 460 of the laws of 2011, is amended to read as foll ows:

(2) A person who on the effective date of [the] chapter FOUR HUNDRED
SI XTY of the |laws of two thousand el even which added this subdivision
has a current registration with the departnent as an occupational thera-
py assistant, if such person neets the requirenments for [an authori -
zation] A LICENSE established within this article, except for exam na-
tion, the departnment shall issue [an authorization] A LI CENSE w t hout
exam nation
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S 7. Subdivision 2 of section 7905 of the education |aw, as anended by
chapter 460 of the laws of 2011 and the openi ng paragraph as anended by
chapter 329 of the laws of 2012, is amended to read as foll ows:

(2) A limted permttee shall be authorized to practice occupationa
therapy, or in the case of a limted permt issued pursuant to paragraph
(c) of subdivision one of this section, [practice under the exenption
established pursuant to subdivision seven of section seventy-nine
hundred six of this article,] only under the direct supervision of a
| icensed occupational therapist or a |icensed physician and shall prac-
tice only in a public, voluntary, or proprietary hospital, health care
agency or in a preschool or an elenmentary or secondary school for the
pur pose of providing occupational therapy as a related service for a
handi capped chil d.

For purposes of this subdivision, supervision of an individual with a
limted permt to practice occupational therapy issued by the departnent
shall be direct supervision as defined by the commissioner's regu-
| ati ons.

S 8. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective i medi ate-
ly, the addition, anendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regul ation
necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date is
authorized and directed to be nade and conpl eted by the comm ssi oner of
education and the board of regents on or before such effective date.



