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STATE OF NEW YORK

1563
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 13, 2015

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the real property law, in relation to fees |andl ords may
charge tenants

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The real property law is anmended by addi ng a new section
220-a to read as foll ows:

S 220-A. APPLI CATI ON FEES. 1. WHEREVER USED IN THI S SECTI ON:

A. "APPLI CATI ON FEE' MEANS ANY APPLI| CATI ON PROCESSING FEE OR CRED T
CHECK CHARGE OR SI M LAR CHARGE THAT A POTENTI AL TENANT MJST PAY OR IS IN
ANY WAY REQUESTED TO PAY TO A LANDLORD I N ORDER TO BE CONSI DERED FOR
RENTAL OR LEASE OF ANY REAL PROPERTY OR PORTI ON THERECF USED FOR RESI -
DENTI AL PURPCSES.

B. "POTENTI AL TENANT" MEANS ANY PERSON W TH AN | NTENTI ON TO LEASE OR
RENT ANY REAL PROPERTY OR PORTI ON THERECF FOR RESI DENTI AL PURPOSES,
EXCLUDI NG POTENTI AL TENANT SHAREHOLDERS OF COOPERATI VE HOUSI NG CORPO-
RATI ONS.

C. "LANDLORD' MEANS ANY OMNER, MANAG NG AGENT OR PRI ME LESSOR OF REAL
PROPERTY OR ANY REAL ESTATE BROKER, PROVI DED, THAT THI' S SECTI ON SHALL
NOT LIMT THE FEE THAT CAN BE LAWFULLY CHARGED BY SUCH BROKER |F THE
POTENTI AL TENANT ENTERS | NTO A LEASE OR OCCUPI ES REAL PROPERTY FOR RESI -
DENTI AL PURPCSES AS A RESULT OF THE BROKER S SERVI CES.

2. A LANDLORD MAY CHARGE A POTENTI AL TENANT AN APPLI CATI ON FEE EQUAL
TO THE ACTUAL COST OF A CREDI T CHECK OR OTHER RELATED SERVI CES PAID FOR
BY A LANDLORD TO A TH RD PARTY, PROVI DED, HONEVER, THAT THE TOTAL OF
SUCH FEE OR FEES SHALL NOT EXCEED THI RTY DOLLARS.

3. WHERE A LANDLORD CHARGES APPLI CATION FEES IN VIOLATION OF TH'S
SECTI ON, A POTENTI AL TENANT MAY FILE A COWPLAINT WTH THE CONSUMER
PROTECTI ON BOARD. UPON A FINDING BY THE BQOARD THAT A LANDLORD HAS
VI OLATED THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON, THE BOARD SHALL | MPOSE A FI NE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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OF ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS FOR A FI RST OR SECOND VI OLATI ON AND A FINE OF TWO
HUNDRED FI FTY DOLLARS FOR A THI RD OR ANY SUBSEQUENT VI OLATI ON.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



