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STATE OF NEW YORK

1543
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 13, 2015

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Al coholismand Drug Abuse

AN ACT to anend the nental hygiene law, in relation to creating a chem -
cal dependence treatnment bill of rights

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision (c) of section 22.03 of the nental hygi ene |aw,
as added by chapter 558 of the Iaws of 1999, is anended and a new subdi -
vision (d) is added to read as foll ows:

(c) The director of every chem cal dependence program service, or
treatnment facility shall post copies of [a notice] THE CHEM CAL DEPEND
ENCE TREATMENT BILL OF RRGHTS in a form and nanner to be determ ned by
t he conm ssioner, at places throughout the facility or program where
such [notice] BILL OF RIGHTS shall be conspicuous and visible to al
patients[, stating]. THE CHEM CAL DEPENDENCE TREATMENT BILL OF RIGHTS
SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NEED NOT BE LI M TED TO, the foll ow ng:

1. [a general statenent of the rights of patients under the various
adm ssion or retention provisions of this article; and

2. the right of the patient to communicate wth the director, the
board of visitors, if any, and the comm ssioner] EVERY PATI ENT HAS THE
RI GHT TO PARTI Cl PATE | N DEVELOPI NG AN | NDI VI DUALI ZED PLAN OF TREATMENT
AND TO REQUEST A REVIEWOF H' S OR HER TREATMENT PLAN BY ANOTHER CLI NI -
Cl AN,

2. EVERY PATI ENT HAS THE RI GHT TO RECEI VE AN EXPLANATI ON OF SERVICES
| N ACCORDANCE WTH HI S OR HER TREATMENT PLAN;

3. EVERY PATIENT SHALL HAVE THE RI GHT TO BE FULLY I NFORVED OF H'S OR
HER PROPOSED TREATMENT, | NCLUDI NG POSSI BLE ADVERSE EFFECTS;

4. EVERY PATIENT HAS THE RI GHT TO OBJECT TO OR TERM NATE TREATMENT
UNLESS OTHERW SE DI RECTED PURSUANT TO COURT ORDER

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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5. EVERY PATIENT HAS THE RI GHT TO PRI VACY | N TREATMENT AND | N CARI NG
FOR PERSONAL NEEDS, TO HAVE CONFI DENTI ALI TY | N THE TREATMENT OF PERSONAL
AND MEDI CAL RECORDS, AND TO HAVE SECURI TY | N STORI NG POSSESSI ONS;

6. EVERY PATIENT HAS THE RI GHT TO HAVE ACCESS TO H S OR HER TREATMENT
RECORDS;

7. EVERY PATIENT HAS THE RICGHT TO RECEIVE COURTEQUS, FAIR  AND
RESPECTFUL TREATMENT THAT IS APPROPRI ATE TO H'S OR HER | NDI VI DUAL NEEDS;

8. EVERY PATI ENT SHALL BE TREATED IN A MANNER THAT | S FREE FROM ABUSE,
DI SCRI M NATI ON, M STREATMENT, AND EXPLO TATI ON,

9. EVERY PATIENT'S CIVIL AND RELI G QUS LI BERTI ES, | NCLUDI NG THE RI GHT
TO | NDEPENDENT PERSONAL DECI SI ONS AND KNOALEDGE OF AVAI LABLE CHO CES,
SHALL NOT BE | NFRI NGED AND FACI LI TY OR PROGRAM STAFF SHALL ENCOURAGE AND
ASSI ST IN THE FULLEST EXERCI SE OF THESE RI GHTS; AND

10. EVERY PATIENT SHALL BE FREE TO REPORT GRI EVANCES REGARDI NG
SERVI CES OR STAFF TO A SUPERVI SOR, DI RECTOR, THE BOARD OF VISITORS, OR
THE COWM SSI ONER

(D) EVERY CHEM CAL DEPENDENCE PROGRAM SERVICE, OR FACILITY SHALL d VE
A COPY OF THE CHEM CAL DEPENDENCE TREATMENT BILL OF RI GHTS TO EACH
PATI ENT AT OR PRIOR TO THE TI ME OF ADM SSI ON, OR TO THE APPO NTED REPRE-
SENTATI VE AT THE TI ME OF APPO NTMENT AND TO EACH MEMBER OF THE STAFF AT
THE PROGRAM SERVICE, OR FACILITY.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective i medi ate-
ly, the addition, anendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regul ation
necessary for the inplenmentation of this act on its effective date are
authorized and directed to be made and conpleted on or before such
effective date.



