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Mental Heal th and Devel opnental Disabilities

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to ensuring the rights of
an individual with a disability or a vulnerable adult during investi-
gations conducted by the justice center

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subparagraph (i) of paragraph (a) of subdivision 28 of
section 553 of the executive |aw, as added by chapter 394 of the | aws of
2014, is anmended to read as foll ows:

(|) For those vul nerable persons subject to an interview, the justice
center shall devel op appropriate procedures and protocols to ensure that
any interview is conducted safely and in a tinmely fashion in |ight of
rel evant clinical, behavioral and other facts relating to the individ-
ual's disability, safety and wellbeing. Such protocols and procedures
shall al so recognize THE RIGHT OF A VULNERABLE PERSON TO BE REPRESENTED
BY THE MENTAL HYG ENE LEGAL SERVI CE, OR PRI VATELY FI NANCED COUNSEL, AT
ALL STAGES OF THE PROCEEDI NGS, AND any ability the vul nerabl e person may
have to advocate on his or her own behalf by providing information to
facilitate an investigation to enhance his or her own safety and wel | be-
ing and the safety and wel | bei ng of others.

S 2. Subparagraph (iii) of paragraph (b) of subdivision 28 of section
553 of the executive |law, as added by chapter 394 of the laws of 2014,
is amended to read as foll ows:

(ii1) Appropriate notification[, when at all advisable given the
nature of an investigation] SHALL BE G VEN to a personal representative
that a vul nerabl e person shall be questioned or subject to an interview
and to enabl e such personal representative to provide any information
whi ch they believe is necessary to protect the individual;

S 3. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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