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STATE OF NEW YORK

9656
I N ASSEMBLY
March 24, 2016

Introduced by M of A SANTABARBARA -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Governmental Operations

AN ACT to anend the nental hygiene |aw, the executive |aw and the public
health law, in relation to a training programfor firefighters, police
of ficers and energency nedi cal services personnel on handling energen-
cy situations involving individuals with autism spectrum di sorder

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The nental hygiene |law is anmended by addi ng a new section
16.39 to read as foll ows:

S 16. 39 AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDER TRAI NIl NG FI RST RESPONDERS.

THE COVM SSI ONER, | N CONSULTATI ON W TH OTHER APPROPRI ATE AGENCY REPRE-
SENTATI VES, SHALL DEVELOP A TRAI NI NG PROGRAM TO PROVI DE | NSTRUCTI ON  AND
| NFORMATION  TO FI REFI GHTERS, POLICE OFFICERS AND EMERGENCY MEDI CAL
SERVI CES PERSONNEL ON APPROPRI ATE RECOGNI TI ON  AND RESPONSE TECHNI QUES
FOR HANDLI NG EMERGENCY SITUATIONS | NVOLVING | NDIVIDUALS W TH AUTI SM
SPECTRUM DI SORDER AND ON RECOGNI ZI NG THE BEHAVI ORAL SYMPTOVS AND CHARAC-
TERI STI CS OF CHI LDREN AND ADULTS W TH AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS. SUCH
TRAI NI NG SHALL ALSO | NCLUDE ANY OTHER | NFORVATI ON DEEMED NECESSARY AND
APPROPRI ATE BY THE COWM SSI ONER

S 2. Section 156 of the executive law is anmended by adding a new
subdi vision 22 to read as foll ows:

22. COORDI NATE AND PROVI DE THE TRAI NIl NG PROGRAM RELATI NG TO HANDLI NG
EVMERGENCY Sl TUATI ONS | NVOLVI NG | NDI VI DUALS W TH AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDER
DEVELOPED BY THE COWM SSI ONER OF DEVELOPMENTAL DI SABI LI TI ES PURSUANT TO
SECTION 16.39 OF THE MENTAL HYG ENE LAW TO ALL FI REFI GHTERS, BOTH PAI D
AND VOLUNTEER.

S 3. Section 837-a of the executive law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 10 to read as foll ows:

10. COORDI NATE AND PROVI DE THE TRAI Nl NG PROGRAM RELATI NG TO HANDLI NG
EVMERGENCY Sl TUATI ONS | NVOLVI NG | NDI VI DUALS W TH AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDER
DEVELOPED BY THE COWM SSI ONER OF DEVELOPMENTAL DI SABI LI TI ES PURSUANT TO
SECTI ON 16. 39 OF THE MENTAL HYA ENE LAW TO ALL POLI CE OFFI CERS.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 4. Section 3011 of the public health |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 12 to read as foll ows:

12. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL COORDI NATE AND PROVI DE THE TRAI NI NG PROGRAM
RELATI NG TO HANDLI NG EMERGENCY SI TUATIONS | NVOLVI NG | NDI VI DUALS W TH
AUTI SM  SPECTRUM DI SORDER DEVELOPED BY THE COWM SSI ONER OF DEVELOPMENTAL
DI SABI LI TI ES PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 16. 39 OF THE MENTAL HYG ENE LAW TO ALL
EVMERGENCY MEDI CAL SERVI CES PERSONNEL | NCLUDI NG, BUT NOT LIM TED TG,
FI RST RESPONDERS, EMERGENCY MEDI CAL TECHNI CI ANS, ADVANCED EMERGENCY
MEDI CAL TECHNI CI ANS AND EMERGENCY VEHI CLE OPERATORS.

S 5. This act shall take effect immediately.



