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STATE OF NEW YORK

9524
I N ASSEMBLY
March 10, 2016

Introduced by M of A DenDEKKER -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Governmental Operations

AN ACT to create a tenporary New York State World War | 100th anni ver-
sary conmenoration conm ssion; and providing for the term nation of
such comm ssi on

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The legislature hereby finds that
Arm stice Day has been marked on Novenber 11th every year since 1918
commenorating the day the Allied forces signed an agreenment with the
Germans that would end World War |I. The cost in human suffering during
Wwrld War |, originally known as the Geat War, was on a scale
unprecedented in human history. Between 1914 and 1918, there were over
37 mllion casualties with over 13,000 New Yorkers losing their |ives.
Anmong the noteworthy New York reginments fighting in World War | i ncl ude
New York's 69th Infantry Reginment, referred to as the "Fighting 69th"
and New York's 369th Infantry Regi nent, popularly known as the "Harlem

Hel | fighters”, the first African American reginent to serve with the
Anmeri can Expeditionary Forces during World War |. There are severa
sites in New York with historical significance to Wrld War | including:

the Pier Aclock tower in Battery Park, the arnory of the 14th New York
reginment in Park Sl ope, the Chelsea Wrld War | statute on 9th and 28t h,
the 7th Reginment statute in Central Park, the Brooklyn World War | meno-
rial in Prospect Park, the Richnond Hill statute in Queens, and others.
The legislature, therefore, declares that there is a need to create a
New York State World War | 100t h anni versary comenorati on conm ssion to
devel op and execute plans for projects and activities recognizing the
100t h year anniversary of World War |, with particul ar enphasis on those
New Yorkers who made the suprene sacrifice and those who returned hone
wounded.

S 2. New York State Wrld War | 100th anniversary comenoration
comm ssion created. (1) There is hereby a tenporary state comission to
be known as the "New York State World War | 100th anniversary comem

orati on conm ssion".
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(2) Definitions. As used in this act: "Conm ssion"” means the New York
State World War | 100t h anni versary conmenorati on conmnm ssion created by
this section.

(3) Tasks. The Commission is charged with the follow ng duties:

a. To plan, develop and execute progranms, projects, and activities to
conmenorate the centennial of Wrld War | and New York's and New York-
ers' roleinit;

b. To encourage private organizations, state agencies, and |ocal
government in New York to organize and participate in activities comem
orating the centennial of World War |

c. Assist with efforts to protect, inprove, and develop educationa
and interpretive institutions, sites, and nuseuns related to Wrld War |
for educational, recreational, and tourism purposes; and

d. Perform other actions necessary to carry out the duties of the
Conmi ssi on.

(4) Menber shi p:

a. The Comm ssion shall consist of 11 nenbers to be appointed as
follows: The conmi ssioner of the departnent of parks, recreation and
hi storic preservation or his or her duly designated representative, the
comm ssioner of the departnent of education or his or her duly desig-
nated representative, the commi ssioner of the departnment of economc
devel opnent or his or her duly designated representative, and ei ght
at-large nenbers, of which, two nenbers shall be appointed by the gover-
nor, two nenbers shall be appointed by the tenporary president of the
senate, two nenbers shall be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly,
one menber shall be appointed by the mnority |eader of the senate and
one nenber shall be appointed by the mnority | eader of the assenbly.
The conmm ssioner of the departnent of parks, recreation and historic
preservation or his or her duly designated representative shall serve as
chai rperson of the Conmm ssion. The ei ght appoi nted nenbers shall serve
at the pleasure of the appointing official. Vacancies shall be filled in
t he manner provided for original appointnments.

b. The nenbers of the Comm ssion shall receive no conpensation for
t heir services.

c. Notw thstanding any inconsistent provision of any general, specia
or local |aw, ordinance, resolution or charter, no officer, nenber or
enpl oyee of the state or of any public corporation shall forfeit his or
her office or enpl oynent by reason of his or her acceptance of appoint-
ment as a menber of the Conm ssion, nor shall service as such Conmm ssion
nmenber be deened i nconpatible or in conflict with such office or enpl oy-
nment .

d. The Conmm ssion shall appoint, designate, or renove such staff from
t he Conmi ssion as may be necessary to carry out its duties and perform
ance of its functions, fromcurrent state agency personnel.

e. The Comm ssion my neet and hold public and/or private hearings
within or without the state, and shall have all the powers of a |egisla-
tive commttee pursuant to the legislative law, except it shall not have
the power to issue subpoenas pursuant to section 62-a of the |egislative
| aw.

f. The Comm ssion may request and shall receive fromany subdivision,
departnent, board, conmm ssion, office, agency, or other instrunentality
of the state or of any political subdivision thereof such facilities,
assistance and data as it deens necessary or desirable for the proper
execution of its powers and duties and to effectuate the purposes set
forth in this act.
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g. The Comm ssion is hereby authorized and enpowered to enter into any
agreenents and to do and performany acts that nay be necessary, desira-
ble or proper to carry out the purposes and objectives of this act.

(5) Action Plan: By June 30th, 2017, the Conm ssion shall present to
t he Governor and Legislature an Action Plan to achieve the Commission's

tasks. The report shall contain reconmendations to conmenorate the
centennial of World War |. The Conm ssion shall update the Action Plan
as necessary.

(6) Termnation: The Conmm ssion shall continue in existence until

Novenber 12, 2018 at which tine it shall be deemed to be repeal ed.
S 3. This act shall take effect imediately.



