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Introduced by M of A HARRI'S, ABBATE, ABI NANTI, BLAKE, CCOLTON, COCK,
CORW N, CROUCH, CYMBROW TZ, DUPREY, GUNTHER, HYNDVMAN, M LLER, MOSLEY,

PEOPLES- STOKES, ROBINSON, HUNTER -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A
SEPULVEDA, SIMON, THIELE -- read once and referred to the Conmttee on
Health -- committee discharged, bill anmended, ordered reprinted as

anmended and reconmitted to said conmittee

AN ACT to amend the social services law, in relation to nmaki ng care and
services provided by |icensed nental health practitioners eligible for
coverage under the Medicaid program

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. Wereas Medicaid covers nmental health
services in New York state to psychiatrists, psychologists and socia
workers, Medicaid does not recognize New York state |icensed nental
health practitioners as providers within the Medicaid program Mental
health practitioners are often the only nental health providers in urban
underserved mnority communities. A critical result of this lack of
providers is that minority conmunities bear a di sproportionate nunber of
burdens of nental health disabilities and inadequately treated nental
health disorders. Excluding nental health practitioners fromtreating
Medi cai d beneficiaries with untreated nmental illness puts such benefici -
aries disproportionately at risk for -engagenent wth the crimna
justice system This puts individuals, famlies and conmunities at risk
of harm Approximately 26 percent of adults experience a diagnosable
behavi oral health disorder each year, and researchers have reported 20
percent of adol escents display psychol ogi cal problens. Behavioral health
di sorders, ranging frominattention to violence are often a result of
t hose psychol ogi cal probl ens.

Mental health practitioners are valuable providers of nental health
services in New York state. Unfortunately Medicaid does not recognize
their inmportant contribution to the present health care delivery system

S 2. Subdivision 2 of section 365-a of the social services lawis
anmended by addi ng a new paragraph (dd) to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(DD) CARE AND SERVICES PROVIDED BY MENTAL HEALTH PRACTI TI ONERS
LI CENSED PURSUANT TO ARTICLE ONE HUNDRED SI XTY- THREE OF THE EDUCATI ON
LAW | NCLUDI NG SUCH CARE AND SERVI CES PROVI DED | N A HOSPI TAL QOUT- PATI ENT
OR CLINIC FACI LI TY REFERRED TO I N PARAGRAPH (C) OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the ninety-first day after it shall
have becone a | aw



