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STATE OF NEW YORK

9431
I N ASSEMBLY
March 3, 2016

Introduced by M of A ROSENTHAL -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Social Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to authorizing
donmestic violence victinse to bring conpanion aninmals to residentia
services or for the provision of off-site facilities where residentia
facilities are not equi pped for conpanion animals; to anend the state
finance law, in relation to establishing the donestic violence ani nal
sheltering fund; and to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation
to distinctive "protect animals too" |icense plates

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 459-b of the social services |aw, as anended by
chapter 584 of the laws of 2015, is amended to read as foll ows:

S 459-b. Residential services for victins of domestic violence. 1. In
accordance with section one hundred thirty-one-u of this chapter and the
regul ations of the office of children and famly services, a socia
services district shall offer and provi de necessary and avail abl e ener-
gency shelter and services for up to ninety days at a residentia
program for victims of donestic violence to a victimof donmestic
vi ol ence who was residing in the social services district at the time of
the all eged donestic viol ence whether or not such victimis eligible for
public assistance. Two forty-five day extensions of necessary and avail -
abl e emergency shelter may be granted beyond the nmaxi mum |l ength of stay
at a residential programfor victins of donestic violence for residents
who continue to be in need of emergency services and tenporary shelter.
If the wvictimof donestic violence has a service ani mal or therapy dog
as such terns are defined in section [123-b] ONE HUNDRED TWVENTY- THREE- B
and section [108] ONE HUNDRED EI GHT of the agriculture and narkets |aw,
respectively, such service animal or therapy dog shall be allowed to
acconpany the victimat the residential program authorized pursuant to
this section.

2. |F THE VICTI M OF DOVESTI C VI OLENCE HAS A COVPANI ON ANl MAL AS SUCH
TERM 1S DEFINED | N SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED FI FTY OF THE AGRI CULTURE AND
MARKETS LAW SUCH COVPANI ON ANI MAL SHALL BE ALLOWED TO ACCOWVPANY THE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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VICTIM AT THE RESIDENTI AL PROGRAM AUTHORI ZED PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON
FOR SUCH PERIOD OF TIME AS THE VICTIM RESIDES AT SUCH RESIDENTI AL
PROGRAM PROVI DED SUCH RESI DENTI AL PROGRAM HAS FACI LI TI ES FOR THE HUMANE
CARE OF COVPANI ON ANI MALS. | F SUCH ON-SI TE FACI LI TI ES ARE NOT AVAI LABLE,
SUCH SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRI CT SHALL PROVI DE OFF-SI TE ANl MAL CARE FACI LI -
TIES, |NCLUDING BOARDING AT A VETERI NARY HOSPI TAL OR BOARDI NG AT OR
UNDER THE AUSPI CES OF A DULY | NCORPORATED SCCI ETY FOR THE PREVENTI ON OF
CRUELTY TO AN MALS, DULY | NCORPCORATED HUMANE SOCI ETY, OR DULY | NCORPO
RATED ANI MAL PROTECTI ON ASSOCI ATI ON, APPROVED FOR THIS PURPCSE BY THE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRI CULTURE AND MARKETS, FOR SUCH PERIOD OF TIME AS THE
VI CTI M RESI DES AT SUCH RESI DENTI AL PROGRAM

3. THE OFFI CE OF CHI LDREN AND FAM LY SERVI CES | S AUTHORI ZED TO PROMUL-
GATE ANY AND ALL RULES AND REGULATIONS AND TAKE ANY OTHER MEASURES
NECESSARY TO | MPLEMENT THE PROVI SIONS OF THI' S SECTI ON.

S 2. The state finance |law is anended by addi ng a new section 92-gg to
read as foll ows:

S 92-GG DOMESTI C VI OLENCE ANI MAL SHELTERI NG FUND. 1. THERE | S HEREBY
ESTABLI SHED I N THE JO NT CUSTODY OF THE STATE COWTROLLER AND THE
COW SSI ONER  OF TAXATI ON AND FI NANCE A SPECI AL FUND TO BE KNOWN AS THE
" DOVESTI C VI OLENCE ANI MAL SHELTERI NG FUND. "

2. SUCH FUND SHALL CONSI ST OF ALL REVENUES RECEIVED PURSUANT TO AN
APPROPRI ATION BY THE LEQ SLATURE, ALL MONIES COLLECTED PURSUANT TO
SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED FOUR- X OF THE VEHI CLE AND TRAFFI C LAW AND ALL OTHER
MONI ES APPROPRI ATED, CREDI TED, OR TRANSFERRED THERETO FROM ANY OTHER
FUND OR SOURCE PURSUANT TO LAW NOTHI NG CONTAI NED HEREI N SHALL PREVENT
THE STATE FROM RECEI VI NG GRANTS, G FTS OR BEQUESTS FOR THE PURPOCSES OF
THE FUND AS DEFINED IN THI S SECTI ON AND DEPGCSI TI NG THEM | NTO THE FUND
ACCORDI NG TO LAW

3. MONIES OF THE FUND, FOLLOW NG APPROPRI ATI ON BY THE LEQ SLATURE AND
ALLOCATION BY THE DI RECTOR OF THE BUDGET, SHALL BE AVAI LABLE FOR THE
PURPCSE OF FUNDI NG EXPENSES OF THE OFFI CE FOR THE PREVENTI ON OF DOVESTI C
VI OLENCE FOR THE SHELTERI NG OF ANI MALS OF DOVESTI C VI OLENCE VI CTIMS WHO
ARE RESIDING AT A RESI DENTI AL PROGRAM FOR VI CTI M5 OF DOVESTI C VI OLENCE
PURSUANT TO SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED FI FTY-NINE-B OF THE SOCI AL SERVI CES
LAW

S 3. The vehicle and traffic law is anmended by addi ng a new section
404-x to read as foll ows:

S 404- X. DI STINCTI VE "PROTECT ANI MALS TOO' LI CENSE PLATES. 1. ANY
PERSON RESIDING IN THI S STATE SHALL, UPON REQUEST, BE | SSUED A DI STI NC-
TI VE "PROTECT ANl MALS TOO' LI CENSE PLATE OF A DESIGN APPROVED BY THE
COW SSIONER | N SUPPORT OF PROGRAMS FOR THE SHELTERI NG OF ANI MALS OF
DOVESTI C VI OLENCE VI CTI M5.  APPLI CATI ON FOR SAI D LI CENSE PLATE SHALL BE
FILED WTH THE COVM SSI ONER | N SUCH FORM AND DETAI L AS THE COW SSI ONER
SHALL PRESCRI BE.

2. (A) A DI STINCTIVE "PROTECT ANI MALS TOO' LI CENSE PLATE | SSUED PURSU-
ANT TO THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE | SSUED I N THE SAME MANNER AS OTHER NUMBER
PLATES UPON THE PAYMENT OF THE REGULAR REGQ STRATI ON FEE PRESCRI BED BY
SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED ONE OF THI S ARTI CLE, PROVI DED,  HOWEVER, THAT AN
ADDI TI ONAL ANNUAL SERVI CE CHARGE OF TVENTY- FI VE DOLLARS SHALL BE CHARGED
FOR SUCH PLATE. EACH TVENTY- FI VE DOLLARS RECElI VED AS ANNUAL SERVI CE
CHARGES UNDER THI' S SECTI ON SHALL BE DEPCSITED TO THE CREDIT OF THE
DOVESTI C VI OLENCE ANI MAL SHELTERI NG FUND ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON
NI NETY-TWO- GG OF THE STATE FINANCE LAW AND SHALL BE USED FOR ANI MAL
SHELTERI NG PROGRAMS UNDERTAKEN PURSUANT TO SECTION FOUR  HUNDRED
FI FTY- NI NE- B OF THE SOCI AL SERVI CES LAW
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(B) PROVIDED, HOWNEVER, THAT ONE YEAR AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI' S
SECTI ON FUNDS | N THE AMOUNT OF FI VE THOUSAND DOLLARS, OR SO MJUCH THEREOF
AS MAY BE AVAI LABLE, SHALL BE ALLOCATED TO THE DEPARTMENT TO OFFSET
COSTS ASSOCI ATED W TH THE PRODUCTI ON OF SUCH LI CENSE PLATES.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



