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STATE OF NEW YORK

9430
I N ASSEMBLY
March 3, 2016

Introduced by M of A R CHARDSON -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to maternal
depressi on screeni ngs

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 2500-k of the public health law is
anmended by addi ng a new paragraph (c) to read as foll ows:

(© "QUESTI ONNAI RE" MEANS AN ASSESSMENT TOOL ADM NI STERED BY A
LI CENSED HEALTH CARE PROFESSI ONAL, TO DETECT MATERNAL DEPRESSI ON SUCH AS
THE EDI NBURGH POSTNATAL DEPRESSION SCALE, THE POSTPARTUM DEPRESSI ON
SCREENI NG SCALE, THE BECK DEPRESSI ON | NVENTORY, THE PATI ENT HEALTH QUES-
TI ONNAI RE, OR OTHER VALI DATED ASSESSMENT METHODS AS APPROVED BY THE
COW SSI ONER.

S 2. Subdivision 3 of section 2500-k of the public health lawis
renunbered subdivision 4 and a new subdivision 3 is added to read as
fol | ows:

3. MATERNAL DEPRESSI ON SCREENI NGS. (A) MATERNAL HEALTH CARE PROVI DERS
PROVI DI NG PRENATAL CARE AT A PRENATAL VISIT SHALL INVITE EACH PREGNANT
PATI ENT TO COVPLETE A QUESTI ONNAI RE AND SHALL REVI EW THE COVWPLETED QUES-
TI ONNAI RE | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE FORMAL OPI NI ONS AND RECOMVENDATI ONS OF
THE AVERI CAN COLLEGE OF OBSTETRI Cl ANS AND GYNECOLOG STS. ASSESSMENT  FOR
MATERNAL DEPRESSI ON MUST BE REPEATED WHEN, | N THE PROFESSI ONAL JUDGVENT
OF THE MATERNAL HEALTH CARE PROVI DER, A REASONABLE PGCSSIBILITY EXISTS
THAT THE PREGNANT PATI ENT SUFFERS FROM MATERNAL DEPRESSI ON.

(B) MATERNAL HEALTH CARE PROVI DERS PROVI DI NG POSTNATAL CARE TO WOVEN
SHALL | NVI TE EACH PATI ENT TO COVPLETE A QUESTI ONNAI RE AND SHALL REVI EW
THE COWLETED QUESTI ONNAI RE | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE FORMAL OPI NI ONS OF
THE AVERI CAN COLLEGE OF OBSTETRI Cl ANS AND GYNECOLOG STS. ASSESSMENT FOR
MATERNAL DEPRESSI ON MUST BE REPEATED WHEN, | N THE PROFESSI ONAL JUDGVENT
O THE MATERNAL HEALTH CARE PROVI DER, A REASONABLE POSSI BI LI TY EXI STS
THAT THE PREGNANT PATI ENT SUFFERS FROM MATERNAL DEPRESSI ON.

(©) MATERNAL HEALTH CARE PROVI DERS PROVIDING PEDIATRIC CARE TO AN
| NFANT SHALL | NVITE THE | NFANT'S MOTHER TO COVWLETE A QUESTI ONNAI RE AT
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ANY WVEELL- CHI LD CHECK- UP AT WHICH THE MOTHER |S PRESENT PRIOR TO THE
| NFANT' S FI RST BI RTHDAY, AND SHALL REVI EW THE COVPLETED QUESTI ONNAI RE | N
ACCORDANCE W TH THE FORMAL OPI NI ONS AND RECOMVENDATI ONS OF THE AMERI CAN
COLLEGE OF OBSTETRI CI ANS AND GYNECOLOG STS, | N ORDER TO ENSURE THAT THE
HEALTH AND WELL- BEI NG OF THE | NFANT IS NOT COVPROM SED BY AN UNDI AGNOSED
CONDI TI ON OF MATERNAL DEPRESSI ON | N THE MOTHER. ~ ASSESSMENT FOR MATERNAL
DEPRESSI ON MUST BE REPEATED WHEN, | N THE PROFESSI ONAL JUDGVENT OF THE
MATERNAL HEALTH CARE PROVI DER, A REASONABLE PGCSSIBI LI TY EXI STS THAT THE
PREGNANT PATI ENT SUFFERS FROM MATERNAL DEPRESSI ON.

(D) CONSENT FROM THE MOTHER MUST BE OBTAI NED BEFORE A MATERNAL HEALTH
CARE PROVIDER MAY SHARE RESULTS FROM AN ASSESSMENT W TH THE MOTHER S
PRI MARY LI CENSED HEALTH CARE PROFESSI ONAL, UNLESS THE MOTHER |S DETER-
M NED TO PRESENT A DANGER TO HERSELF OR OTHERS.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective i Mmedi at e-
ly, the addition, anendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regul ation
necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date is
authorized to be nade and conpleted by the commi ssioner of health on or
bef ore such effective date.



