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STATE OF NEW YORK

9148
I N ASSEMBLY
January 29, 2016

Introduced by M of A R CHARDSON -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Hi gher Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to creating nandatory
conti nui ng education for teachers relating to nmental health issues

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is anmended by addi ng a new section 3001-e
to read as foll ows:

S 3001- E. MANDATORY CONTI NUI NG EDUCATI ON FOR TEACHERS; MENTAL HEALTH
| SSUES. 1. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL, | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE COVM SSI ONER
OF HEALTH AND THE COWM SSI ONER OF MENTAL HEALTH, CREATE AND ADM NI STER A
MANDATORY CONTI NU NG EDUCATI ON COURSE FOR TEACHERS RELATI NG TO MENTAL
HEALTH | SSUES. SUCH COW SSI ONERS ARE AUTHORI ZED TO MAKE ANY DETERM -
NATI ONS NECESSARY FOR THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF SUCH EDUCATI ON COURSE.

2. EVERY TEACHER QUALI FI ED TO TEACH PURSUANT TO SECTI ON THREE THOUSAND
ONE OF TH' S ARTICLE, SHALL COWPLY W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF THE MANDATORY
CONTI NUI NG EDUCATI ON REQUI REMENTS OF THI' S SECTI ON. TEACHERS WHO DO NOT
SATI SFY THE MANDATORY CONTI NUI NG EDUCATI ON REQUI REMENTS SHALL NOT TEACH
UNTI L THEY HAVE MET SUCH REQUI REMENTS AND HAVE BEEN | SSUED A CERTI FI CATE
OF COWPLETI ON.

3. THE CONTI NU NG EDUCATI ON PROGRAM SHALL TRAI N TEACHERS TO ACCOWPLI SH
SAFE DE- ESCALATION OF CRISIS SI TUATIONS, RECOGNI TION OF THE SIGNS AND
SYMPTOMS OF MENTAL |ILLNESS, AND TIMELY REFERRAL TO MENTAL HEALTH
SERVI CES, THE EARLY STAGES OF DEVELOPI NG MENTAL DI SORDERS. THE PROGRAM
SHALL ALSO PROVI DE ADDI TI ONAL RESOURCES NECESSARY FOR TEACHERS TO ASSI ST
STUDENTS |IN CRISIS TO CONNECT W TH APPROPRI ATE LOCAL MENTAL HEALTH CARE
SERVI CES, TRAI NI NG ON MENTAL HEALTH RESOURCES, | NCLUDI NG THE LOCATI ON OF
COVMUNI TY MENTAL HEALTH CENTERS I N THE STATE AND LOCAL COVMUNITY, AND
TRAI NI NG ON ACTI ONS PLANS AND PROTOCOLS FOR REFERRAL TO SUCH RESOURCES.

4. SUCH PROGRAM SHALL BE MADE AVAILABLE TO TEACHERS DURI NG EVERY
PROFESSI ONAL DEVELOPMVENT PROGRAM HOWEVER TEACHERS SHALL BE REQUI RED TO
ONLY ATTEND ANNUALLY, PROVIDED THAT THEY ARE |SSUED A REGQ STRATI ON
CERTI FI CATE UPON COWVPLETI ON. TEACHERS SHALL MAI NTAI N ADEQUATE DOCUNMENTA-
TI ON OF COVPLETI ON OF CONTI NUI NG EDUCATI ON PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON AND
SHALL PROVI DE SUCH DOCUMENTATI ON AT THE REQUEST OF THE DEPARTMENT.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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