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I N SENATE -- Introduced by Sen. LAVALLE -- read twi ce and ordered print-
ed, and when printed to be conmtted to the Cormittee on Local Govern-
ment

IN ASSEMBLY -- Introduced by M of A THH ELE -- read once and referred
to the Committee on Local Governnents

AN ACT to anend the town law, in relation to fire district nom nations
for the offices of chief and assi stant chiefs

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivisions 11-a and 11-b of section 176 of the town |aw,
subdivision 1l1-a as anmended by chapter 351 of the |aws of 2000 and
subdi vi sion 11-b as anended by chapter 313 of the laws of 2014, are
amended to read as foll ows:

11-a. The nenbers of the fire departnment of the fire district shal
neet at a tinme and place designated by the board of fire comm ssioners
on the Thursday following the first Tuesday in April of each year and
nom nat e persons WHO MAY BE EMPLOYED BY THE DI STRICT for the offices of
chief and such assistant chiefs as nay be provided for in the rules and
regul ati ons adopted by the board of fire comm ssioners. |If the Thursday
following the first Tuesday in April falls upon a day of special reli-
gi ous observance, the board of fire conm ssioners mnmy designate any
ot her weekday in April after such Thursday as the day upon which to hold
such neeting. Each nom nee shall be a nenber of the fire departnment. In
addition, the board of fire comm ssioners nmay by resolution require that
any or all of such fire departnment officers shall be residents of the
fire district. Al nomnations shall be nmade by ballot. The person
acting as secretary of such neeting shall pronptly notify the fire
district secretary in witing of such nom nations. The board of fire
commi ssioners at its neeting next succeeding the naking of such nom -
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nations shall consider the sanme and shall appoint such persons to the
of fices to which they have been respectively nomnated or, if a nom -
nation is not approved the board of fire comm ssioners shall call anoth-
er meeting of the nenbers of the fire departnent at which a new nom -
nation shall be made to take the place of any nomi nation not approved,
whi ch procedure shall continue until a full set of officers is approved.
Any such person shall assume the duties of his office as soon as he has
been appointed thereto by the board of fire comm ssioners and shal
serve until his successor is appointed. A person who has been convicted
of arson in any degree shall not be eligible for nom nation, election or
appointnent to the office of fire departnent chief or assistant chief.
Any fire departnent chief or assistant chief who is convicted of arson
in any degree during his term of office shall be disqualified from
conpl eting such term of office.

11-b. The nmenbers of the fire departnment at a regular or special neet-
ing of the departnment held after the nmonth of April but prior to the
mont h of Novenber in any year may adopt a resolution reconmrending that
future neetings for the nom nation of the chief and assistant chiefs be
hel d in Decenber, either on the first Thursday, the first Saturday, the
Thur sday follomﬁng the first Tuesday, the Saturday follow ng the first
Tuesday, the Thursday following the second Tuesday, or the Saturday
foll ow ng the second Tuesday in such nonth, instead of April as provided
in subdivision eleven-a of this section. Provided, however, the Davis
Park fire department nmay adopt a resolution to hold future neetings, for
nom nati on of chief and assistant chiefs, on the |ast Sunday in Septem
ber; and the Caton fire district nmay adopt a resolution to hold future
neeti ngs, for nom nations of chief and assistant chiefs, on the second
Tuesday in Decenber. The notice or call for such neeting shall specify
that such a resolution will be offered to be voted upon at such neeting.
If such resolution is adopted, the board of fire conm ssioners may adopt
a rule or regulation providing that future neetings for the nom nation
of chief and assistant chiefs shall be held in Decenber, either on the
first Thursday, the first Saturday, the Thursday following the first
Tuesday, the Saturday followi ng the first Tuesday, the Thursday follow
ing the second Tuesday, the Saturday following the second Tuesday in
such nonth, the last Sunday in Septenber in the Davis Park fire depart-
ment, or the second Tuesday in Decenber in the Caton fire district, as
specified in the fire departnent resolution, instead of April as
provi ded in subdivision eleven-a of this section. Each nom nee shall be
a menber of the fire departnent and a resident of the state of New York.
In addition, the board of fire conm ssioners may by resolution require
that any or all of such fire departnent officers shall be residents of
the fire district. Al nom nations shall be nmade by ballot. The person
acting as secretary of such neeting shall pronptly notify the fire
district secretary in witing of such nom nations. The board of fire
commi ssioners at its organization neeting in the nonth of January next
succeeding the making of such nom nations shall consider the same and
shal | appoi nt such persons WHO MAY BE EMPLOYED BY THE DISTRICT to the
offices to which they have been respectively nom nated or, if a nom -
nation is not approved the board of fire comm ssioners shall call anoth-
er neeting of the nenbers of the fire departnment at which a new nom -
nation shall be nade to take the place of any nom nation not approved,
whi ch procedure shall continue until a full set of officers is approved.
Any such person shall assune the duties of his office as soon as he has
been appointed thereto by the board of fire comm ssioners and shal
serve until his successor is appointed. A person who has been convicted
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of arson in any degree shall not be eligible for nom nation, election or
appointnent to the office of fire departnment chief or assistant chief.
Any fire departnent chief or assistant chief who is convicted of arson
in any degree during his term of office shall be disqualified from
conpl eting such term of office.

If the date of neetings for the nomnation of chief and assistant
chiefs is <changed fromApril to Septenber or Decenber pursuant to the
foregoing provisions of this subdivision, the nenbers of the fire
departnment at a regular or special neeting of the departnment held after
the nonth of April but prior to the nonth of Novenber in any year nmay
adopt a resolution recommendi ng that future neetings for the nom nation
for such officers shall be held in April pursuant to the provisions of
subdi vision eleven-a of this section. The call for such neeting shal
speci fy that such a resolution will be offered to be voted upon at such
neeting. |If such a resolution is adopted, the board of fire comm ssion-
ers may adopt a rule or regulation providing that future neetings for
the nomnation of chief and assistant chiefs shall be held in Apri
pursuant to the provisions of subdivision eleven-a of this section and
that the provisions of such subdivision eleven-a shall again becone
appl i cabl e.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



